Research on the forty six Old Maidstonians
who died as a result of The Great War

INTRODUCTION
With our advantage of hindsight we are very surprised by the fact that
when war was declared by numerous countries in early August 1914, the
news was received by all sides with jubilation: cheering in the streets,
ringing of bells and a tidal wave of volunteers enlisting to join up and
support the cause. Why was there this outbreak of joyous celebration at
the outbreak of what we know became such a cataclysmic conflict?
Tension had been building in Europe in the early twentieth century, and
talk of conflict was common-place, with incidents in Bosnia 1908-9, the
Balkan War of 1912 and another in 1913 being viewed as possible sparks to
what many believed was the looming general European conflict.
Consequently all major countries had been preparing their military, and
public opinion, for what many were predicting as the inevitable clash. Such
preparations included the seeking of Allies; even Great Britain the ‘superpower’ of the nineteenth century, with their industrial dominance, and an
overseas Empire that covered one quarter of the worlds land mass, came
out of its ‘Splendid Isolation’ in 1902 signing a treaty with Japan. This was
quickly followed by the Anglo-French Entente in 1904 and a treaty with
Russia, three years later. By this time Europe was divided into two armed
camps with the Triple Entente of Britain, France and Russia facing the Triple
Alliance of Germany, Austro-Hungary and Italy. Both camps felt ready for
war after implementing massive rearmament programmes, ranging from:
the much heralded Naval Race between Britain and Germany with its race
to build as many of the new, revolutionary battleships, aptly named
Dreadnoughts! Also, France and Russia had pumped resources into reviving
their military prestige following humiliating defeats that had seriously
dented their nationalistic egos: France defeated by Prussia in 1870-71, and
Russia by Japan 1904-5. Even Britain had faced military embarrassments in
the Boer War of 1899-1902 which had led to a chorus of demands for a
more efficient and forward looking military machine. Such pressure
culminated in Lord Haldane’s military reforms which included the creation
of the Officer Training Corps (which became the CCF). This Arms Race
meant all countries were confident of victory and were eager to illustrate,
and justify, their military preparations and expenditure. Also the military

experts predicted that the impending conflict would be a short, sharp war
– why? The European railway network meant men and munitions could be
moved far more rapidly. Also, the lesson of the last two European armwrestles between major powers (the Austro-Prussian War of 1866 and the
Franco-Prussian War 1870-1) was that the outcome of modern warfare
was determined by one, quick advance. Also, technological developments
in telegraphs and telephones helped convince the relevant authorities that
orders would be distributed quickly, culminating in decisive action. Such
changes cemented the view that wars in Europe would be short, and that
taking the initiative, and having the element of surprise, would be of crucial
significance to the outcome. Such belief is epitomised by statements issued
by both sides at the beginning of the war; the British people were told at
the outbreak of war that “it would be over by Christmas”; and the German
Kaiser, Wilhelm II, told his subjects that German soldiers would return
“before the leaves fall from the trees”. Such statements were based on
genuine conviction rather than part of their respective propaganda
machines. As we know, sadly this expectation of a quick victory did not
materialise; this so-called ‘first industrialised war’, between two of the
industrial heavyweights of the world, Britain and Germany, and their
respective allies, would rage for over four years, and incur an enormous
social, economic, political and military cost.
Patriotism had intensified throughout Europe in the nineteenth century,
developing into a more racist brand of nationalism – this dangerous trend
was fuelled by the creation of new nation states, like Italy and Germany,
desires for Balkan nationalism, the increasing world domination by Europe
via Empires with the ‘Scramble for Africa’ and even the academic
investigation into eugenics. Such nationalistic fervour meant there was no
shortage of people who believed in the cause of their national interests. In
Britain, the authorities were overwhelmed by the number of men trying to
enlist in August 1914. By early 1916 over 2½ million men had volunteered
and been the recipients of the ‘King’s Shilling’. By 1916 conscription was
introduced compelling a further 2½ million into the Armed Forces. Out of
these 5 million or so men, 744,000 died (14.9%) with a further 1½ million
receiving serious injuries (30%); surely one of, if not the highest, casualty
rates in the history of warfare. Such statistics help to explain why
contemporaries labelled this event the ‘Great War’ – the scale of the cost
in terms of life and resources had never been experienced before, and
certainly not expected. This in turn helps to explain another label that

evolved ‘The War to End All Wars’. Belief in this idealistic term, and vision
for a better future, was given practical support by the formation of the
permanent peace striving organisation the ‘League of Nations’ in 1920.
Again, with hindsight, we know that its laudable aims failed and that within
two decades the world was plunged into an even greater ‘Great War’, and
it was only then that the term World War One (and hence World War Two)
was adopted.
Maidstone Grammar School mirrored the pride and patriotism that
engulfed the country and continent. The school had established a Cadet
Corps in 1906, meaning many students had gained valuable military
training and experience during their school days. At least 324 Old
Maidstonians are known to have served during this conflict, and 46 of them
(45 former students and 1 teacher) paid the ultimate price (15.3%). These
Old Maidstonians served across the spectrum of the Armed Services,
though of the 46 who died, 42 served in the Army, 3 in the Air Force and 1
in the Royal Navy, reflecting the dominance of land fighting in this conflict
– the proportions would be very different in the next war just 20 years later.
Former MGS students served and died in most of the major action areas
which are synonymous with the Great War, including:
Guy Bracher, Lewis Blunden, Roy Duncanson were lost in the early days of
the Somme Offensive; Ian Duncanson died in the mud of the Passchendaele
battlefield, near Ypres, in 1917;
Also, in this conflict so many bodies were never found, and these soldiers
are ‘Remembered with Honour’ on the memorials that dominate the
landscape of Belgium and Northern France. Names of Old Maidstonians
feature on the three most iconic World War One Memorials:
Of the 54,606 names carved on the Menin Gate, 2 are OMs: Captain George
Bertram Pollock Hodsoll and Sapper Henry Robert Mount;
Of the 34,927 names carved on the Tyne Cot Memorial, 2 are OMs: Second
Lieutenant Frank Fleming and Second Lieutenant Stanley Arthur Meyers;
Of the 72,316 names engraved on the Thiepval Memorial in the Somme, 3
are OMs: Second Lieutenant Roy Duncanson, Private Percy Robinson and
Second Lieutenant Garrett Saveall.

There is no doubting that OMs played a significant role in, and paid a high
price for, the Great War. The School was recognised for their contribution
of so many personnel to the Armed Forces by being presented with a
German machine-gun, as the following letter to MGS from the War Office
in Whitehall dated 8.1.1919, and printed in the April 1919 Maidstonian,
states:
War Office
Whitehall
SW1
th
8 January 1919
Sir,
I am directed to inform you that in consequence of the work of the Officers
Training Corps at Maidstone Grammar School during the war, representations
were submitted to the War Trophies Committee that a distribution should be
made in order to recall to future generations the part played by both officers and
cadets of the Contingent, in preparing candidates for commissions during the
Great War.
I am to inform you that the War Trophies Committee, under the Chairmanship of
Mr Macpherson, MP, PO, Under-Secretary of State for War, has allotted a
German Machine-Gun to your School, and I am to request you to inform me
whether the trophy is acceptable.
I am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant
M Earle, Col. GS.
For Director of Staff Duties

The Headmaster replied to the above letter in the affirmative, and the gun
duly arrived according to the April 1919 Maidstonian magazine. Sadly, this
symbolic artefact can no longer be located. There is no reference to its
whereabouts, or history, in the archives and so one can only assume it was
lost, mislaid, or even reused or melted down during World War Two.
The term ‘Lost Generation’ is often used when referring to the staggering
casualty rate of the Great War. Who knows how many potential great
artists, writers, scientists, inventors, engineers, etc were slaughtered
before they had the opportunity to realise their full potential and make

significant contributions in their field of expertise? How many of the 46 Old
Maidstonians, apart from being much loved sons, husbands, fathers, would
have gone on to serve their community in other important ways had their
lives not been so cruelly cut-short?
I have always felt that the Great War was such an unnecessary, and easily
avoidable, conflict. Unlike the ‘just war’ of World War Two, with its
inevitable clash between Communism and Fascism, in 1914 there was no
great ideological or political differences between the main protagonists. As
Lloyd-George, the British Prime Minister during the second half of the war,
and the British signatory on the ensuing Peace Treaty, wrote in his
memoires, the Great War was “an unfortunate accident”. The military and
political establishment of all countries were not scared enough of the
forthcoming conflict to make serious attempts to avoid it. Brinksmanship
dominated the Summer of 1914 and the fear of blinking was greater than
the fear of the supposed consequences of not blinking. Communities from
countries across the world would pay a huge price for this misapprehension
and missed opportunity, including the 46 proud Old Maidstonians. Such
pride in their old School is best illustrated by the gravestone of John Percy
Betts MM at St.Venant-Robecq Road, British Cemetery, Pas-de-Calais
where the inscription simply states: “An Old Maidstonian”.
Graham Walker, MGS History Teacher, 1981-2018
November 2019

List of Old Maidstonians who died as a result of The Great War:
C I Barker

D M Johnston

J H Barling

G B Johnston

J P Betts MM

M Laurence

L Blunden

S Laurence

G Bracher

J B Matthews

H Coles

W McVicar

C I Collinge

H E Mercer

V Cruttenden

S A Meyers

A M Denny

H L Millen

I Duncanson

F J Moseley MM

R Duncanson

H R Mount

H C Dunmill

J W Parks MC

H N Elliott

P Robinson

F Fleming

G Saveall

C G Gates

F Small

J K Ground

P Smythe

O W Hardwick

J L C Sutherland MC

E Hart

E H Tolhurst

F M Hills

A F Tong

R C Hobson MC and Bar

H Tupper

G B P Hodsoll

J L Warry

D M S Holmes

H R Waterman

F N Johnson MM

G Ormrod (Teacher)

Further details including School Records, Kent Messenger articles and
Commonwealth War Graves Commission Commemorative Certificates
follow in the above order.

Charles Ivo Barker - 2nd Lieutenant

Dob: 06/01/1892

Dod:

17/03/1916

Age: 24

Charles Ivo Barker was born in Loose, Maidstone on the 6th January 1892. He was the sixth son of Levi, a farmer, and Harriet
Barker, and nephew of Mr Joseph Barker JP. He joined MGS on May 6th 1905 and left in April 1908, being a member of School
House. He was a keen sportsman representing MGS at both cricket and football. He played for the 2nd XI in goal and sometimes
midfield and his report stated “Clears well, but does not save with proportionate accuracy”. A later report stated he “Kicks in a
beautifully clean and sure style: possesses excellent judgment in feeding forwards.”. He was awarded his football colours.
He also gained his cricket colours and was a stalwart of the 1xt XI with both bat and ball. He took 4 for 37 against Kings School
Rochester, 7 for 36 against P.A.B.C.C., 6 for 27 against Cranbrook, and 7 for 21 against Maidstone Oddfellows. He also scored
many useful runs, including top scoring with a half-century against Judd. He scored nearly 500 runs (top score of 102) and came
top of the batting averages with 28.9, and also was top of the bowling averages taking 65 wickets at an average of 6.6. Not
surprisingly his final cricket report was glowing: “Consistent scorer, bats in good style; bowls with a natural swerve; sound field.
Has come on tremendously this season and could develop into a first-class cricketer.” It is poignant to note that Roy Duncanson
came second in both the batting and bowling, and he would also die in the war just a few months after Charles. Indeed 4 of that
cricket team would perish in WW1. He partnered Ruck in the 1907 Open Doubles Fives competition, losing in the final to Ayers
and Ambrose.
On leaving MGS he moved to London and the 1911 census records him as single and a cabinet salesman living in Fulham. He was
gazetted to the 9th East Kent Regiment (Buffs) the Royal Garrison Artillery at Southsea on August 3rd 1914, the day war was
declared, gaining his commission in February 1915. He left for France in October 1915 and was subsequently attached to the 6th
Royal West Kent (Service Number 1247) and after a few months was promoted to Second Lieutenant and given command of his
company. Charles was wounded on March 14th 1916 and died 3 days later. An obituary appeared in the Kent Messenger
(25.3.1916) which included the following extracts: "Mrs Barker received on Tuesday the following letter from the Commanding
Officer of the Battalion - 'It is with great regret that I have to break the sad news just this moment received that your son died
from his wounds in hospital today, 17th March. He was wounded on the night of the 14th March whilst in command of his

company during a German attack. From the short time I have known him he was, in my opinion, a most gallant and promising
officer, and his death will be a great loss to the battalion. All ranks, I am sure, join with me in condoling with you in your sad loss.
His body will be buried in the civil cemetery at Bethune'. Lieutenant Barker's old fellow pupils at Maidstone Grammar School will
recall the fine innings he played on the Recreation Ground, and will mourn the loss of so good a companion and sportsman. He
will also be remembered as an enthusiastic member of the Loyal Invicta Lodge. Four other sons of Mr & Mrs Barker have attested
for the Army".
He is remembered with honour at Bethune Town Cemetery, France; his grave inscription reads: "He gave his life for his country".

James Hollely (Harry) Barling - Private

Dob: 10/03/1892

Dod:

16/06/1919

Age: 27

James Hollely (Harry) Barling was born in Maidstone on the 10th March 1882 as the only son of James Dartnall Barling, who was a
watchmaker, and Mrs Barling of 7 High Street Maidstone. He was admitted into MGS (East Borough House) aged 12 on the 18th
September 1894 and left in April 1900.
He is mentioned in the 1897 Maidstonian: "On Wednesday, March 23rd, a confirmation was held in All Saints' Church by the
Archbishop of Canterbury. From the School, FE Clifford, GB Johnston, JH Barling and WJ Bonny were presented by the Head
Master who had prepared them. H Ambrose, C Plomley and EF Payne were confirmed at the same time." James went on to
achieve a First Class Elementary Chemistry (Theoretical) award, and Second Class in Freehand Drawing. The 1899 Maidstonian
printed a sketch of the Brotherhood Hall (Corpus Christi Hall) of 1549 and a current photograph of the school at its Tonbridge
Road site in 1899 to mark the 350th anniversary of the founding of MGS. Both had been put together by JH Barling. In fact he was
awarded the Photographic Society's 'Best set of Snapshots' prize. At the time of the 1911 England census he was living at 78A
Bank Street, Maidstone, Kent, and his occupation was a Gold and Silversmiths assistant, working for his family business.
He was a Private in the 1st/4th Battalion of The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), Service number 202238. His battalion was sent out to
India in November 1914 where it remained for the duration of the war with the exception of a 6 month tour of Aden between
August 1915 to February 1916. By 1919 a number of men from the battalion were still serving in India and saw active service in
the Third Afghan War. He died in Bengal aged 27 years on the 16th June 1919.
The Christmas 1919 edition of The Maidstonian stated “we regret to announce the death of J H Barling, only son of the late J D
Barling & Mrs Barling of 78 Bank Street, Maidstone”.
He is remembered with honour at Ferozepore Military Cemetery, Punjab, India.

John Percy Betts MM - Corporal
Dob: 24/01/1892

Dod:

06/08/1918

Military Medal

Age: 26

John Percy Betts (known as Jack) was born on the 24th January 1892, in Otham, Maidstone. He joined Maidstone Grammar School
Form III, East Borough House, on the 17th September 1904 when he was 12 and left 4 years later in 1908.
He made his mark in the swimming pool coming second in the U14 One Length, 3rd in the Open Handicap (2 lengths) and a
member of the winning House Team race. He also came 3rd in the U14 High Jump. On leaving school he worked for his father's
business in Week Street and then enlisted in the West Kent Yeomanry in January 1916 and soon after went with the Egyptian
Expeditionary Force to Palestine. He was awarded the Military Medal (MM) "for acts of gallantry and devotion to duty" while in
Palestine in early 1918. The Supplement to the London Gazette, 10 April 1918 printed "His Majesty the King has been graciously
pleased to approve of the award of the Military Medal for bravery in the Field to the undermentioned Non-commissioned officers
and men: 270991 Private JP Betts, E Kent R (Otham).
The 1918 Maidstonian reported "There was great rejoicing in the school when we heard that both Laurence and Jack (John) Betts
had won the Military Medal. It is also doubly gratifying to their father (a local Councillor), My Rayner Betts, OM, that his sons are
such a credit to his old School and his old regiment, the Royal West Kent Yeomanry." John was transferred to the Buffs, from the
Yeomanry and went to fight in France.
The following Maidstonian stated: "Since our last issue the news has come of the death of Corporal Jack Betts MM son of Mr
Rayner Betts (OM). Betts had led a successful raid on the enemy (on the Western Front) and had with his party, got nearly back to
his trench when he was shot by a sniper. In fact all the party were hit, but Betts was the only one mortally wounded. We were
glad to see his brother Lieutenant Laurence Betts, MM RAF, safe home again". Laurence survived the war and passed away in
March 1982, aged 91.
An obituary in the Kent Messenger 17.8.1918 included the following extracts: "Well-known and very popular amongst a large
number of friends, he had charge of his father's Week Street business before the war." His father and brother were proud Old
Maidstonians and their choice of epitaph on Jack's grave in France says it all: 'An Old Maidstonian'.
He is remembered with honour at St Venant-Robecq Road, British Cemetery, Robecq, Pas de Calais, France.

Lewis Blunden - 2nd Lieutenant
Dob: 15/12/1896

Dod:

22/07/1916

Captain of School House

Age: 19

Lewis Blunden was born on the 15th of December 1896, to George, a clerk, and Florence Ellen Blunden. He lived at Mill House, in
East Malling. He joined MGS in 1908 and spent 7 years at the school, leaving in 1915. He made a remarkable contribution to the
MGS community which is reflected in his very moving obituary in the Christmas 1916 Maidstonian, which is quoted later. He was
a school prefect, captain of School House, captain of Football, captain of Cricket, he also represented the school at hockey. Some
of his sporting reports are: “L. Blunden. – Energetic and capable captain. Excellent bat, getting into the 90s twice. Good length fast
bowler, but should vary bowling more.” and also: “L. Blunden (Centre Forward) – Has been the life and soul of the forwards; feeds
his wings well, is a good shot, and has plenty of dash; has had very hard luck in not scoring on many occasions.” A hockey
comment "has been one of the successes of the season, and played better than any goalkeeper that we have had, as yet, since
the introduction of hockey".
He was also a very promising athlete. He set the record time for the “Aylesford Run” in 1915 with a time of 33 minutes and 36
seconds. He received prizes for having the highest batting average, scoring nealy 500 runs at an average of 40. He also came
second in the bowling averages in his last 2 years, taking 28 wickets at an average of 9.2 and then 46 wickets at 9.5. The student
who came top, on both occasions, LJC Sutherland would also fall in WW1. He won the Victor Ludorum in the Sports Day of 1914
and 1915 – he came 2nd in long jump, 1st in throwing the cricket ball (76 yards), 3rd in the 100 yards, 1st in the ½ mile, 2nd in the
obstacle race, 1st in the ¼ mile (65 seconds), 2nd in the high jump. He also won the 1914 “fives” tournament. However, besides
being a great sportsman, he was also actively involved with the school community. He was a member of the Debating Society
Committee; he was a Corporal and Bass Drummer in the Schools OTC; he played a part in a sketch 'The Dentists Den' – he sang a
song called “Paper Bag Cookery” in the school concert. He also won the Randall medal in June 1915 and a prize for being first in
the Cambridge Senior Local Examination; he passed with 1st class honours.
On leaving MGS he went straight into officer training at Purfleet and Rye , and took a commission in the Cinque Ports (Territorials)
Battalion, of the Royal Sussex Regiment. He went to the Front in March 1916 and "quickly became popular with the men, joining
in with all of the games and avoiding choosing any sides."
He was unfortunately killed by a fragment of a shell in July 1916 at the age of 19 while serving on the Western Front during the
Somme offensive. The Kent Messenger published an obituary on 29.6.16 parts of which are: "Mr & Mrs George Blunden received
the following letter from Lieutenant Colonel Langham, his Commanding Officer, dated July 22nd: 'I am deeply grieved to have to

inform you of the death of your son, who was killed in action early this morning while in charge of a working party, by a fragment
from a German shell. He did not suffer at all, and after he was hit explained with his usual pluck, that he would soon be alright.
Apparently one of the large vessels of the lung was pierced and he died a few minutes later. I cannot adequately express the loss
that we all feel, as your son had endeared himself to all of us - officers and men alike - since he had been with the Battalion. He
was always ready at the call of duty and fearless to a degree. He was buried today with all honour due to a brave officer who has
given his young life to his country. Assuring you of my deepest sympathy'. The young officer was much esteemed at his school and
elsewhere, and news of his early death will be received with the greatest regret. His elder brother is still at the Front." and
thankfully survived.
The school remembered him very fondly in the Christmas 1916 eidition: "In Schools where generations are short-lived, names are
very quickly forgotten; very soon the footsteps begin to echo faintly, and clear-cut forms before they reach the middle distance
grow shadowy. But we all remember Blunden, Captain of his House, Captain of Football, Captain of Cricket, Victor Ludorum,
Corporal of the Band. There was no school activity into which he did not enter with enthusiasm. Anyone who chooses to look
through the back numbers of this magazine will find numerous traces of his handiwork during his school life over the signature
'LB'". “We cannot think of Blunden mournfully: we think of the chimerical oil of the armoury, or Edser’s face – one of the
casualties of the concert; we think of a forward getting in a very hard shot at goal, or a figure on parade with collar half up, half
down, buttons of a less than questionable brightness, and face healthily red with the exertion of beating the big drum up to the
Rec. Farewell, comrade! Your work with us was done. And we shall not see you again even on those occasional visits, growing
rarer as the years pass. But as we dwell on your doings, a feeling of pride takes the uppermost place in our minds. Among us you
lived and developed; here you learned to exercise those powers, which, had your life been spared, would have stood you in good
stead. We formed and trained you, and at last sent you forth to strive in a harsher school. So we feel towards you, but sorrow
dwells in other hearts.”
He is remembered with honour at Bouzincourt Communal Cemetery, Somme, France.

Guy Bracher - 2nd Lieutenant

Dob: 27/10/1889

Dod:

03/07/1916

Age: 26

Guy Bracher was the eldest son of Mr H.J.Bracher and Mrs Bracher. He lived in Clock House, Linton and joined MGS preparatory
school on the 19th of January 1897, aged 7 which became the first form of the Grammar School. He left less than a year later in
December 1897, later entering Malvern College between 1903-1907 and joined their OTC.
After training as a solicitor he became a junior partner in his Fathers firm of Brachers, which is still a local legal firm today, but
with no current connection to the original family.
Guy Bracher joined the Royal forces in September 1914 as a private; there is a picture from September 18th 1914 of about 30
Maidstone and District Recruits leaving for the Public Schools and University Corps. In this photograph are 5 MGS students who
would sadly die in WW1: G Bracher, R Duncanson, FM Hills, SH Hills, S Laurence. He was then promoted to a corporal on the 21st
of November 1914, and commissioned to the 6th Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). In April 1916 he went over to France
with his regiment as a Second Lieutenant. He died in battle in the early stages of the Somme offensive on the Western Front on
July the 3rd 1916 aged 26. On the 7th of July 1916 his parents received a telegram stating “killed in action on the 3rd of July.”
An obituary was published in the Kent Messenger 15.7.16 which ended "An excellent cricketer, he had frequently played for the
Mote and Linton Park and had made many friends. A service to the memory of Lieutenant Bracher will be held at Linton Church
on Saturday at 3:30pm."
He is remembered with honour at Aveluy Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme, France; his grave inscription reads: "God bless
thee weresoe'er thou art in his great universe to-day".

Herbert Stonehouse Coles - Captain

Dob: 07/09/1877

Dod:

16/05/1915

Age: 37

Herbert Coles was born on 7th September 1877 in Cranbrook, Kent. He lived at 26 Eversfield Place and was the second son of Mr
James R Coles and Lucy Coles, of Burgess Hall, Leeds, Kent. Herbert joined MGS from Cranbrook School on the 5th of May 1891,
aged 13. He played with the cricket team; the 1892 Maidstonian magazine stating that he was a “Very good field when he likes.
Hits with more spirit that judgement!” However later he received a prize for best batting average, and the bowling award went to
GBP Hodsoll who would also die in WW1. Also in the March 1892 edition of the Maidstonian there are references to Herbert S.
Coles winning the 100 yards under 15 “A good race, won by 5 feet, Time 13.2.” He also won the hurdles race at the Sports Day
held at Lock Meadow. He also played goalkeeper for the school football team and in the 1893 edition his report states: "Quick
with both hands and feet ... not so careless as he looked!”. Against his former school, Cranbrook, the report states "Coles had
plenty to do and excelled himself in a 0-0 draw". He also took part in the U15 Fives Doubles competition. He achieved a Plane
Geometry (Second Grade) in the South Kensington Science + Art Examination.
He appeared to have fought in the Boer war 1899-1902. The London Gazette of June 17, 1902 states "1st (Cumberland) Volunteer
Battalion, the Border Regiment, Herbert Stonehouse Coles, Gent., to be Second Lieutenant. Dated 18 June 1902". He rose to
Captain, retiring from the Army and moving to Canada in 1908. In 1914, being on the reserve of officers he offered himself for
service when war broke out and was accepted. He arrived in England on December 29th 1914, and went to the front a month
later.
Herbert S. Coles died on the 16th May 1915, aged 37 and he is commemorated at the cemetery Le Touret Memorial in Pas de
Calais, France.

Charles Ingram Collinge - Lieutenant

Dob: 17/07/1898

Dod:

25/07/1919

Age: 21

Charles Ingham Collinge was born on the 17th of July 1898 in Fulham, Middlesex. The family moved to Larkfield, Kent, when his
father, John Franklin Collinge, became Headmaster of Larkfield Elementary school. He joined MGS on the 15th of September 1910
aged 12. He was awarded the Lower Third Form Science Prize on Speech Day, and also attained his school swimming certificate.
He became a member of the Debating Society. On Wednesday March 10th 1915 he was confirmed at All Saints' Church by the
Archbishop of Canterbury. He passed the Cambridge Senior Local exams and in the Sixth Form he won the Essay prize. He was a
member of the OTC and he was awarded 1st class in the Musketry tests.
He enlisted in February 1916 at Bisley when he was 17, as a gunner in the Machine Gun Corps. He was then chosen to be in the
pioneer Royal Tank Corps. Tanks were first used in 1916 in the Battle of the Somme, but had a more successful impact in the
battle of Cambrai 1917. In 1917 he was wounded and sent home by ambulance train and the hospital ship Asturias. On recovery
he joined the RFC (The Royal Flying Corps). He became an instructor for a while in Lincolnshire, and gained promotion to Flight
Lieutenant.
Flight Lieutenant Charles Ingham Collinge died in July 1919, aged 21. He was flying over the gulf of Genoa when his Handley-Page
heavy bomber F304 plane crashed into the sea on its way to Egypt. He was buried with full military honours in Monterosso, near
Spezia, in Italy. The following cutting, taken from an Italian newspaper was reproduced in the Maidstonian obituary printed in the
Christmas 1919 edition: "The remains of the very young English Officer, Charles Ingram Collinge, the victim of the air accident
reported in our news column, have been moved to the mortuary chamber of the cemetery, accompanied by his comrades who
were saved, by the English consul at Spezia, by the Royal Commissioner, Colonel Martina, by a depiction of English and Italian
officials, by the entire seaside colony and a great many people. On the bier was laid a crown of palm leaves and many flowers; all
the flowers of our oleanders. The Commissioner, Colonel Martina, spoke a few, but feeling words, and assured the English Consul
that the body of the gallant officer who had fallen in the performance of his duties would be guarded by us like that of a brother.
The Consul, deeply moved, returned thanks and added that during his long residence in Italy he had always cause to admire the
large and noble heart of our people. As it had not been possible to lift the aeroplane bodily from the water, it was taken to Spezia

last night by a floating crane, which raised the motor and towed the broken machine that appeared in the twilight, with its feeble
wings waving, to be a great sorrowful coffin drifting on the sea".
He is remembered with honour at Ravenna War Cemetery, Italy.

Vallance Cruttenden - Chief Writer

Dob: 30/09/1887

Dod:

20/01/1918

Age: 31

Mentioned in despatches

Born on 30th September 1887 in Ivy House, Tovil, Kent. Vallance’s father, Edgar, was well established as a master baker with
premises in Upper Stone Street by the time of his birth.
Vallance Cruttenden joined Maidstone Grammar School, East Borough House, in September 1900, aged 12, and stayed for 3
years. In the fourth form, he received the prizes for Modern Languages, Mathematics and Divinity. He also received a Modern
Languages prize in the fifth form. On Speech Day 1902, he received the “Parishes” Scholarship. He was awarded Cricket and
Football colours and the football first team report states: “a promising forward, being useful with his head work; spoils himself by
getting offside”. His cricket report states: “Cruttenden- A good straight bat. Has been very useful. A good field, although not clean,
and at times a little slack. As a bowler has had very hard luck.” He also won 6 out of 11 games in the Open Fives Tournament and
came 3rd in the Throwing the Cricket Ball at Sports Day. In the 1903 Speech Day report he was congratulated for "a paper on
German grammar and unseen translation". He appears in 2 school photographs of the football team of 1902 and the past v
present (Old Boys) match of July 1902.
After leaving Maidstone Grammar School he was employed for a short time as timekeeper and assistant cashier in the office of
Messrs. Lovatt, at Tidworth, and thence passed into the Royal Navy as a Writer. In 1913 he married Elsie Maud Staples of 17
Frensham Road, Southsea, Portsmouth, and they had a son who was 4 years old when Vallance was lost at sea. His service record
describes him as being 5 feet 7 inches tall, with brown hair, hazel eyes and a fresh complexion.
Vallance was 'Mentioned in Despatches' for his bravery when his ship HMS Raglan went down. This was published in the London
Gazette 13.9.18. Vallance was chief writer on HMS Raglan which was sunk by a Turkish battle cruiser Yavuz Sultan Selim (formerly
German battlecruiser SMS Goeben) in the Mediterranean in January 1918 with the loss of 127 lives. This naval engagement
became known as the Battle of Imbros.
The Maidstonian magazine of July 1918 states: “Many Old Maidstonian’s will be sorry to read of the death of Vallance Cruttenden.
He lost his life devotedly doing his duty on board HMS Raglan whilst remaining in his Chief’s cabin to decode a wireless signal for
Commander Viscount Broome." The Kent Messenger obituary (27.4.18) states: "He served successively in the Commander-in-

Chief's office in RN Portsmouth on board HMS Spartiate - at the time of King Edward's visit to Cherbourg; and on the Admiral's
Yacht, HMS Alacrity in the China Seas, during which time his services as an interpreter were much in demand and apppreciated.
On his return from China he married Miss Elsie Staples in 1913. After a period of some six months at Shotley Barracks, he joined
HMS St George, under Captain Raikes, and from the outbreak of war spent a year in the North Sea, being ultimately transferred to
HMS Raglan. Here he came into close relationship with Viscount Broome, with whom he used to read for hours. When Vallance
died Viscount Broome made a personal visit to his parents and spoke of his high character, his thorough trustworthiness in his
position of Chief Writer and Confidential Clerk to himself; his high example to his fellows, and his coolness and bravery under
fire.” It then talks about what his parents thought of him "he was a splendid son, husband and brother; sincere and earnest in life,
one who sought to make the best of his opportunities and who nobly sacrificed his life in voluntarily undertaking a duty which the
exigencies of the moment demanded from him, and for which he had been mentioned in Despatches".
He is remembered with honour at Lancashire Landing Cemetery, Gallipoli, Turkey; his grave inscription reads: "Saviour in thy
gracious keeping".

Arthur Martin Denny - Rifleman

Dob: 09/07/1887

Dod:

29/10/1916

Age: 29

Arhtur Martin Denny was born in Dartford on the 9th July 1887 the only son to John and Louisa Denny. The family moved to the
Ashford Road, Maidstone. The father, John, was a corn merchant’s clerk.
He joined MGS, East Borough House, aged 9 in September 1896 & left in July 1903. He was a keen sportsman, coming 2nd in the
U12 100yds and 1st in the 220yds (34.5 seconds), 1st in the U14 100yds and Long Jump. Then later 2nd in the 100yds Open,
second in the 220yds and 440yds, 1st in the Long Jump (15’3”), 3rd in the High Jump and 2nd in Throwing the Cricket Ball. He
represented the school at both football and cricket, being awarded colours in both. Apparently at cricket he had a “powerful bat,
but with no defence” and in football “plays well at the back, tackling his men with much spirit”. He was also a part of the
gymnastics team and awarded Gymnasium badges. He was also a successful scholar, receiving several prizes including the S
Bentlif Scholarship in 1900; the Fourth Form Mathematics prize and Fifth Form prizes for Modern Languages, Mathematics and
Science; the First Class Cambridge Local Examinations. He also received the Sixth Form prize for Mathematics, an Old Boys
Scholarship for Mathematics after obtaining 333 out of 440 marks beating Vaughan by 20 marks, and the Old Boys Scholarship for
Modern Languages. He was a School Prefect.
On leaving school he worked in Insurance, receiving an appointment in the London Office of the Royal Insurance Company after
serving temporarily in the local branch. He was married in Easter 1916 (only a few months before he lost his life) to Rose Dean,
from Ealing, Middlesex.
He died on the 29th October 1916 at the Red Cross Hospital Salisbury after suffering wounds received in action. He is buried in
Hanwell (City of Westminster) Cemetery.

Ian Ferguson Duncanson - 2nd Lieutenant

Dob: 05/01/1896

Dod:

12/10/1917

Age: 21

Ian Ferguson Duncanson was born on the 5th January 1896 in Glasgow. His Scottish parents were James and Annie Duncanson
from Glasgow, who moved to Maidstone when Ian was 2 years old. His father became a farmer at Langley Park Farm, Langley.
They had 9 children, one would die before the war, and three would perish in WW1, including his brother Roy, who also went to
MGS. His sister, Una, went to Maidstone Girls Grammar School and joined the Voluntary Auxiliary Detachment (VAD) as a Nurse.
Her ship was sunk by a German U-boat in the Mediterranean on her way to Egypt, and she died when a piece of the sinking ship
fell on her while trying to keep a patient afloat. She is buried at the Hadra War Memorial in Alexandria, Egypt. Another former
MGGS student, and VAD Miss Doris Carpenter, survived the sinking.
Ian joined MGS (School House) on the 5th May 1908 from the Buckland Road School at the age of 13 and was an accomplished
sportsman, playing 1st XI hockey (goalkeeper) and 2nd XI cricket. "For sometime at the beginning of term there was a difficulty in
getting a goal keeper, and it was not until two matches had been played that we lighted with much success on Duncanson". He
was also a cadet in the OTC and attended two summer camps.
On leaving school, Ian joined the Argyll + Sutherland Highlanders. He became a 2nd Lieutenant and was killed leading his men
'over the top' in the battle around Ypres in October 1917, aged 21. He was buried in a grave south of Langemarck. After the war
he was re-interred at Poelcappelle British Cemetery, north east of Ypres. No obituary appeared in the Maidstonian or the Kent
Messenger.
He is remembered with honour at Poelcapelle British Cemetery, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

Roy Duncanson - 2nd Lieutenant

Dob: 13/04/1890

Dod:

07/07/1916

Age: 26

Roy Duncanson was born on the 13th April 1890 in Glasgow to James and Annie Duncanson. Tha family moved to Kent in 1898,
his father becoming a farmer in Langley. He had 8 siblings, and two were also killed in WW1, his younger brother Ian, who also
went to Maidstone Grammar School, and a sister Una, who went to Maidstone Girls Grammar School. She became a voluntary
Nurse, and her ship was sunk by a German U-boat in the Mediterranean and she died when a piece of the sinking ship fell on her
while trying to keep a patient afloat.
Roy Duncanson entered MGS as part of School House in September 1900, aged 10. Roy was good at cricket, playing in the same
team as his older brother Fergus, both achieving their cricket colours. Roy took 2 wickets for 3 runs against Kings Rochester and 3
for 22 against Cranbrook, 6 for 9 against MCICC. He was regarded as ”a smart field; good bowler; improving bat”. In the 1907
season he came second in both the batting and bowling averages, behind CI Barker at both – sadly he would also die in WW1. Roy
did win the prize for best fielder and received his prize from the mayor at Speech Day. He also represented the school at football
and rugby. In the 1907 Sports Day he came 3rd in the 100yds, 3rd in the 440yds and won the Throwing the Cricket Ball with a
distance of 83 yards. On leaving school he helped on his father's farm, before leaving to gain farming experience in New Zealand
and Australia, returning to England in 1910. At the outbreak of war he enlisted in the Public Schools and University Corps and
eventually became a Second Lieutenant in the West Riding Regiment.
He lost his life on the 7th July 1916, more than a year before his brother. He was killed in action, in the early part of the Somme
offensive, leading his men over the top. An obituary in the South Eastern Gazette (18.7.16) states he "was killed in the great
advance on the 7th July." This clearly shows the optimism, fuelled by propaganda that the 'Great Somme Offensive', launched on
July 1st 1916 was being successful and would bring the major breakthrough expected to bring the war to a rapid conclusion. With
hindsight we can see how this optimism was rather misplaced! His name is engraved on the Thiepval Memorial, in the Somme,
France. He and his brother, as well as his sister, Una, were remembered in the Maidstone Peace Souvenir, published after the
war.

Courtenay Dunmill - Corporal

Dob: 15/10/1892

Dod:

18/05/1918

Age: 25

Courtenay Dunmill was born in College Road, Maidstone, on the 15th October 1892, only son to Henry C Dunmill and Jane
Cortledga Dunmill. His father was a saddler. He joined Maidstone Grammar School (East Borough House) on the 19th September
1903, aged 10 and he left in April 1908. He was 3rd in the U12 220yds and won the Beginners Race by 4yds in the Swimming Gala.
He was then 3rd in the U15 100yds. He played Nathaniel Winkle Esq in the Trial scene in Pickwick Papers (Bardell Versus
Pickwick).
He joined the OTC and attended the Summer Camp at Worthing in 1907 where it was reported that "The Committee had
thoughtfully arranged an event for Cadets only - a Victoria Cross Race on the usual lines. Maidstone furnished the largest number
of competitors, and the result was as follows: 1st: Sergeant C Cannon and Cadet Dunmill ..... As a matter of fact the first six pairs
were Maidstonians, Sergeant CG Ruck and his comrade ought to have been in first, but he had difficulties with his carbine and so
lost time".
On leaving school Courtenay worked as a Drapers Assistant, but he enlisted when war broke out joining the Royal Field Artillery.
In 1918 the Maidstonian reported that "Sergeant Courtenay Dunmill is now at Brighton before taking up a Regular Commission in
the RFA". However, he was killed in a training accident at Preston Park Barracks, Sussex, as his obituary in the same edition
explained.
"It seems such a short time since Cadet Courtenay Dunmill came to the School to see us, and now we have to record his death,
which was owing to an accident whilst he was in training for a Commission. Three Non-Commissioned Officer from our OTC
attended his funeral as a token of our great respect for a plucky soldier".
His obituary in the South Eastern Gazette (21.5.18) added the following information: "This gallant soldier joined up soon after the
commencement of the war, and served for two and a half years in France, taking part in all the battles of the Somme. He was
wounded and returned to England about 12 months ago to train for a commission." He is buried in Maidstone Cemetery.

Harry Nathaniel Elliott - Private

Dob: 17/08/1887

Dod:

21/03/1918

Age: 30

Harry Nathaniel Elliott was born on the 17th August 1887 . His father, a miller, was Edward Elliott of 6 Albion Place, Maidstone,
and his mother was Mary Ann Elliott. Harry joined MGS (East Borough House) in September 1899 and stayed until 1905, when he
left to become a miller's clerk for his father's flour mill company.
At school he represented the 1st XI both at football and cricket and he won the 880yds (2mins 42secs) and was second in the
440yds, and he was 3rd in the Aylesford Run. His football report was "Hard-working rushing forward, but does not feed his wings
judiciously; poor shot". In the following years the comments became more positive "Plucky and speedy; moderate shot" and he
was awarded his colours. In 1903 he was among a number of MGS students confirmed by the Archbishop of Canterbury in a
service at All Saints' Church.
He performed as Cassius in Julius Caesar and played Joseph, servant of Patelin in a scene from 'L'Avocat Patelin' by Brueys. He
also represented his House shooting team being the best shot in Squad B. He passed his Boards of Examinations Art (Freehand
Drawing) Exam in 1904. It is interesting to note that HN Elliott attended the Annual Supper and Smoking Concert of the MGS Old
Boys' Society on December 19th 1914 at the Rose and Crown Hotel. 3 other OBs also attended that function who would die in
WW1: JB Matthews, L Blunden, H Tupper.
He enlisted at the beginning of the war initially serving with the Royal Ordnance Corps as a private before later transferring to the
Lancashire Fusiliers. He died on 21st March 1918 at the age of 30 fighting in France. He has two commemorations, one under the
name of Harry Nathan Elliott at the Maidstone Cemetery in Kent, England, and another under the name of Harry Nathaniel Elliott
in the Arras Memorial in the Pas de Calais. Sadly no obituary in the Maidstonian or Kent Messenger appears to exist.

Frank Fleming - 2nd Lieutenant

Dob: 15/10/1894

Dod:

11/04/1918

Age: 23

Frank Fleming was born on the 15th October 1894 in Guildford, Surrey, the first of two sons born to the farmer Alexander Fleming
and his wife Aglaia Fleming. They moved to a farm, Chart Court, Ashford. Frank Fleming entered MGS (School House) on the 21st
January 1907 aged 12 but left in the December of that year, as the family again moved. However, he made an impression in his
short MGS career, being awarded the Second Form Scripture Prize at the July 1907 Speech Day. On that occasion 35 prizes were
awarded and 5 of the recipients would perish in WW1: F Fleming, H Tupper, FN Johnson, CI Barker and R Duncanson. The 1911
census shows that he was living as a boarder at 29 Grantham Road, Stockwell in London, working as a junior clerk.
Frank Fleming initially was a Private in the 14th London Scottish. The July 1915 Maidstonian records he was one of many Old
Maidstonians fighting in the war, "London Scottish (in fighting at Hill 60)". This is poignant as on the MGS History visits I used to
organise to the battlefields of Belgium and France we used to visit Hill 60 (near Ypres) with its legacy of a deep mine crater. He
was commissioned in the 4th Gordon Highlanders in November 1916, becoming 2nd Lieutenant in the Battalion of the Seaforth
Highlanders. Frank was killed in action aged 23 on the 11th April 1918. His body was never found and his name is commemorated
on the Tyne Cot Memorial, West-Vlaanderen (West Flanders), Belgium. Sadly no obituary could be located in the Maidstonian or
Kent Messenger records.

Charles Gillespie Gates - Corporal

Dob: 26/11/1891

Dod:

09/04/1917

Age: 25

Charlie Gillespie Gates, the youngest of 5 sons, was born on the 26th of November 1891 in Holland Road, Maidstone, to Frederick
and Emma Gates. His father was a miller’s foreman. He joined MGS on the 17th of September 1904, spending 3 years at the
school. On leaving school Charlie worked as a clerk wholesale grocer, before leaving for military duty at the end of 1915.
He enlisted in the Army in December 1915 in the 6th Battalion of the Queens Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). He trained
around Colchester and Purfleet, before being deployed to Boulogne on the 1st of June 1916. The 6th Battalion took part in the
great offensive at the Somme in July 1916. He survived this campaign, and was promoted to Corporal in February 1917. Sadly he
was killed in action fighting near Arras on the 9th April 1917, aged 25.
The Easter 1917 Maidstonian magazine states “We regret to record the death of Corporal C.G Gates, Royal West Kent Regiment,
and who was killed in action.” A short obituary appeared in the Kent Messenger 5.5.17 under the heading "For King and Country:
Men of Kent and Kentish Men Killed or Wounded in Action: Corporal Charlie Gates (Royal West Kent Regiment) much loved son,
killed in action in France 9th April 1917". Both his parents passed away in January 1918, but his 4 elder brothers survived the war.
He is remembered with honour at Feuchy Chapel British Cemetery, Wancourt, Pas de Calais, France.

(Ivan) John Kingston Ground - 2nd Lieutenant

Dob: ?/10/1887

Dod:

19/06/1916

Age: 29

(Ivan) John Kingston Ground was born in October 1887 at 1 Ashford Road, Maidstone. His father was Edward, a Doctor of
Medicine, and his mother, Eleanor Ground. He had four brothers and sisters. He joined MGS Form II (East Borough House) on the
25th of January 1898 aged 10 and he left in January 1902. He won the Second Form Prize and he passed the Cambridge Local
Preliminary Examination in 1901. When the war started John was single, and working as an architect and surveyor with Mr H
Bensted.
He initially joined the London Corps before obtaining his commission in the 10th Battalion of the Queens Own Royal West Kent
Regiment in 1915 where he served in Flanders as a Second Lieutenant. He died on the Western Front on the 19th June 1916. He is
buried in Tancrez Farm Cemetery in Belgium.
The July 1916 Maidstonian simply states: "Killed in Action: G Bracher, R Duncanson and JI Ground". The following more detailed
obituary appeared in the South Eastern Gazette June 27th 1916: "10th West Kent Officer killed: Lieutenant Ivan Ground - Mr
Proctor, of the Maidstone Grammar School, has received news from the front of the death of Lieutenant Ivan John Ground, son of
the late Dr Ground, who was a pupil at the school January 1898 - July 1902 ... In 1914 he joined one of the crack London Corps,
and took part in the early fighting as a private. He was wounded in one of the big battles, returned home to recruit his health, and
was one of the mourners at his father's funeral. He obtained a commission in the Royal West Kent a year ago and returned to the
front with his new battalion. News of his death was conveyed to Mr Proctor in a letter home from the front by Lieutenant GB
Couch".
In his will he left his fairly substantial estate (£755 2s 11d) to his mother Eleanor who was now a widow and his sister Violet May
Ground, spinster.

Oswald William Hardwick - 2nd Lieutenant
Dob: 22/11/1892

Dod:

09/05/1917

Age: 24

Oswald William Hardwick was born on 22nd November 1892, son of Doctor (of Medicine) Frederick Septimus Hardwick and Emma
Hardwick of Purlands, Charing, Kent. His father was the Charing doctor for many years (died 1922). Oswald had an older brother,
Gerald Leslie Hardwick who didn't attend MGS but fought in the Canadian Corps Cavalry Regiment and died in France 26th
September 1916, aged 28. Oswald joined Maidstone Grammar School on 10th June 1907 (School House) aged 14, leaving just over
one year later in December 1908, to carry on his education at a college in Ramsgate.
Oswald enlisted in the early part of the war and was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the 1st Battalion Devonshire
Regiment. He was killed in action on 9th May 1917 aged 24 years. There is a brief description of his life in the Charing Memorial.
Oswald has no known grave but his name appears on the Arras Memorial, France.
The Kent Messenger, June 22nd 1917 had the following obituary: "Dr & Mrs Hardwick of Charing have been the recipients of the
sad news of the loss of another of their sons at the Front; Oswald William Hardwick, their fourth and youngest son, who was
educated at St Lawrence College, Ramsgate, afterwards being articled to a surveyor, and at the time of his joining up, holding a
Government appointment at Truro. Joining the University and Public Schools Corps in September 1914, he went on active service
in November of the following year. Six months later he returned to England to train for a commission in the Officers Training
Corps at Trinity College Cambridge. In September 1916, he was gazetted Lieutenant in the Devons and went back to the front a
fortnight later. In answer to an enquiry, Dr Hardwick has received the following: 'May 23rd 1917. Dear Sir - I am afraid that I can
give you very few details as to the death of your son on May 9th. I am not even allowed to tell you where it took place, but on the
morning of that day the Battalion attacked a German trench and from what I can gather your son was hit by a bullet through the
heart and was killed instantaneously during the advance towards the position. I regret that his body was not recovered, as the
troops were withdrawn after dark, after fighting most gallantly all day. May I add a very sincere expression of my deep sympathy
with you in your great loss which we all share as your son was always cheerful and was looked upon as a most promising officer'.
A service was held in the Charing Parish Church on Thursday in the memory of the gallant young officer, a muffled peal being
afterwards ringing on the bells".

Ernest Hart - Sergeant

Dob: 16/02/1891

Dod:

13/10/1915

Age: 24

Ernest Hart was born on the 16 February 1891 to Stephen A and Mary Hart, of 55 Milton Street, Maidstone. His father was a
compositor and he had an elder brother called Albert who also went to MGS. He joined MGS (West Borough House) on the 16th
July 1905 and left in July 1909. He was awarded the Third Form Drawing Prize and represented the school 2nd XI, scoring "good
goals" in a victory against Cranbrook. He was a Cadet, being a bugler and Lance-Corporal. He passed his Preliminary Certificate
Examination in 1909. After MGS, he then went to St Marks’ Training College, Chelsea.
Ernest Hart (12262) joined the 7th Battalion Norfolk Regiment where he became a sergeant. He died in October 1915 aged 24.
The Christmas 1915 Maidstonian included the following obituary: "Sergeant Hart has been killed whilst leading an attack on the
German Trenches. His platoon had just left their own wire entanglements when he was hit in the stomach. His last word were
'Come on lads!'".
He is remembered with honour at Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.

Frederick Mervyn Hills - 2nd Lieutenant

Dob: 22/02/1883

Dod:

27/07/1917

Age: 34

Frederick Mervyn Hills was born on the 22nd Feb 1883, the fourth son of Edward, a tailor and Eliza Ann Hills of Lenworth,
Maidstone. He joined MGS on the 1st of May 1894 aged 11 and left on the 28th July 1897. He was quite an academic student. In
the MGS Third Form he came 4th in Latin, 2nd in English, 2nd in French, 6th in Maths, 8th in Science and 3rd in Drawing, and was
the recipient of the Randall Scholarship and he passed the Oxford Preliminary Local Examination. Also he had sporting prowess,
winning the One Mile Bicycle Handicap Race by 50 yards in 2mins 31 seconds, and representing the school at cricket. He left MGS
for Tonbridge School where he became one of the schools key sportsmen, being included in the cricket XI and also in the Rugby
Football XV. There is an account in the Old Maidstonians’ News in Christmas 1902 that “F.M. Hills has been playing Rugby for the
Dublin Wanderers”. After his education he became a Civil Engineer working in the United States and Canada. He returned from
Canada on a holiday in 1914, and was interested in the formation of the Public Schools Battalion. He became the recruiting officer
of the Maidstone district. While in that battalion he received his commission.
He went to France in 1915, serving the 3rd and 2nd Battalions of the Northamptonshire Regiment as 2nd Lieutenant, but he was
invalided because he contracted pneumonia. However, he returned to the frontline later that year, in December, serving as an
Intelligence and Lewis Gun Officer. The Kent Messenger obituary (4.8.17) states "He was lately home for a few days leave and had
only returned to the Front a week when his death occurred. Mr & Mrs Hills with whom the greatest sympathy will be felt by all
who knows them, have four other sons serving".
Frederick was killed in action on the 27th July 1917, at the age of 34, when a German artillery shell struck the building he was in,
in Belgium. His Colonel wrote to his parents and is quoted in the Tonbridge Courier 10.8.17: “I have lost a very valuable officer
and one to whom we had all grown very attached whilst he was with us at Battalion Headquarters. He was beloved by his men
who have asked me to tell you how much they miss him, and how sorry they are for you”. There is a memorial for Frederick in All
Saints Church, Maidstone. A photograph of him appeared in the Maidstone Peace Souvenir.
He is remembered with honour at Perth Cemetery (China Wall), West Vlaanderen, Belgium; his grave inscription reads: "Well
done thou good and faithful servant".

Robert Carl Hobson MC and Bar - Captain

Dob: 25/03/1887

Dod:

10/11/1918

Age: 31

Mentioned in despatches

Robert Carl Hobson was born in 1887 in Romford, son of John Dalby Hobson who worked for the Royal Insurance Company. He
joined Maidstone Grammar School (West Borough House) 22.9.1901 and he left in July 1903. Though his full registered name is
Robert Carl, press cuttings and the school memorial board refer to him as Carl, which I assume was his preferred name, so I will
use that.
He was a musician of some note, coming second in the 1905 Kent Music Festival Cello Competition. In 1912 he purchased an early
19th century cello for the sum of £30. This was passed on to his niece, Eileen Muriel Dalby Hobson, she using it in several amateur
orchestras, before passing it on to her son Edwin Miles Laming Macadam.
At school Carl performed a violoncello piece “Petit Morceau” and a cello piece “Reverie” the following year. He won the Fourth
Form Mathematics prize and the Upper School Drawing prize. He gained his house half colours, representing them at cricket and
on leaving school he presented the library with a book “The Kidnapped President” by G Boothby.
On leaving school Carl worked for the Kent branch of the Royal Insurance company with his father. From this Maidstone office
twenty men answered the call of patriotism and eight would give their lives for King and Country, including two Old Maidstonians,
Carl and Edward Henry Tolhurst.
He enlisted in the Artists’ Rifles in September 1914, and, after service in France, received his commission in the 12th Battalion
Northumberland Fusiliers in October 1915. He was Brigade Intelligence Officer to the 62nd Infantry Brigade from May 1916August 1917 and field acting staff appointments as General Staff Officer, Brigade Major and Staff Captain. He was also Adjutant to
a machine gun battalion and was appointed GSO to the 50th Division in June 1918. He was Mentioned in Despatches in May 1917
and was awarded the Military Cross and Bar for bravery in the field in May and September 1918. The London Gazette of
September 16th 1918 states: “ Robert Carl Hobson won a Bar for conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. Throughout a weeks
fighting this officers energy and enthusiasm remained undiminished. At the end of that period, when acting as a liaison officer, he
voluntarily remained in the forward area until late in the evening keeping brigade headquarters fully supplied with first hand
information”.

Carl died on 10th November 1918, one day before the Armistice, from Pleurisy and Peritonitis following injuries to his knee and
back, sustained from falling into a German ‘booby-trap’ trench. He died at Hyde Park Military Hospital in Plymouth and was buried
at Plymouth Cemetery with full military honours.
Extracts from his hospital notes make sad reading: “All ailments attributed to injury in action and exposure in the field. His knee
has recovered, but his current condition is great emaciation, coughing, breathing difficulty, abdomen extended and tympanitic,
obstinate constipation, elevated temperature. No improvement under treatment …. on the 8th November symptoms of intestinal
stasis and further increase of tympanitis with vomiting became more grave and the patient gradually sank and died of exhaustion
on the 10th November”.
The following is a list of his effects on his death: “2 walking sticks, a warm coat, a pair of trench boots, a pair of ankle boots, a pair
of shoes, a ground sheet, a pair of trousers, 2 tunics, a Burberry, 3 pairs of riding breeches, a Sam Browne belt, a wool lined
leather jacket, 2 blankets, a sleeping bag, binoculars in a case, compass in a case, map case with sling, rubber bath in a bag, pencil
wallet, 1 pair of braces, a leather strap, an English/French dictionary, a revolver in a case, a first field dressing, a set of rubber
soles, a muffler, a balaclava, a body belt, 4 pairs of part worn socks, 5 new pairs of socks, 2 flannel shirts, 2 sleeping suits, 2 pairs
of woollen drawers, 4 singlets, 2 cardigans, 2 hand towels, 6 handkerchiefs in a cover, pair of fleece lined gloves, 1 pair of kid
gloves, 1 enamelled mug, 2 pairs of puttees, a safety razor with strop in a case, 3 cases of pencils, 2 caps, 11 soft collars, a broken
shaving mirror, 1 pair of complete jack spurs, 1 holdall and 1 pair of nail scissors.
The Christmas 1918 Maidstonian states: “We regret to announce the death of Captain RC Hobson MC on November 10th 1918 at
Plymouth.” The Kent Messenger of 16.11.18 gave a fuller obituary: “Much sympathy will be felt on all sides with Mr J Dalby
Hobson of Briggate, Bower Mount Road, Maidstone in the great loss he has sustained by the death of his son Captain Carl Hobson
MC …. The deceased was well-known in musical and other circles in Maidstone and had made many friends.” The April 1919
Maidstonian quotes extracts from a letter the Hobson family received after Carl’s death: “I am to express to you the Secretary of
States regret that this gallant officer, who gave his life for Country did not survive to receive his rewards (Bar and his Military
Cross) from the hands of His Majesty the King.”

George Bertram Pollock Hodsoll - Captain

Dob: 18/06/1875

Dod:

09/11/1914

Age: 39

Captain of the School; Footballer;

George BP Hodsoll (the CWGC has him as Pollock-Hodsoll) was born in Loose Court on 18 June 1875, second son of Charles
Mansfield (Gentleman Farmer) and Georgina Mary Hodsoll. The family descended from the old Kent family of Hodsoll and was
well known in the neighbourhood, the father being the Churchwarden at St Stephens, Tovil. Mrs Hodsoll was the granddaughter
of Sir David Pollock, Chief Justice of Bombay and grand-niece of Field Marshall Sir George Pollock, of Khyber Pass celebrity. She
was also a relative of the late Reverend Canon Pollock of Rochester.
George joined MGS in January 1885 aged 9 and left in August 1893. He was Captain of the School and an outstanding sportsman
playing for both the cricket and the football teams. His 1st XI Football comment (1892) stated: “GBP Hodsoll was, with his brother,
the mainstay of the defence; works untiringly, and with plenty of dash; feeds the forwards well; took the corners splendidly.” And
in 1893 the comment was: “Captain, centre-half; plays with great dash, untiring worker and fearless tackler; good kick with either
foot. Poaches somewhat with the best intentions.” In cricket he scored 56 not out against Cranbrook and took the most wickets in
the season.
He starred in the 1892 Sports Day: winning the Long Jump (15ft 7ins), High Jump, 1 mile bicycle race, 440 yds and 880 yds races,
and coming second in the hurdles; thus securing the Challenge Cup presented to the school by the Old Maidstone Football Club.
His elder brother, CWP Hodsoll, who was at the time School Captain, was “disabled by an accident from taking part in the day’s
programme.” In their final sports day where they competed against each other the elder brother was first in the 100, 440 and 880
yds races and George came second in all three. At the same sports day his younger brother AMP Hodsoll also won the U12 100
and 220 yds races. In George’s final sports day “The chief honours of the day again fell to GBP Hodsoll, the popular Captain of the

School, who, much to the pleasure of all concerned, carried off the most important prizes. In the half-mile he beat the record,
doing the distance in 2 minutes 9 seconds. George also won the 100 yds, 440 yds, hurdles, long jump and was second in the 220
yds."
He was also a thespian, performing in Twelfth Night along with his elder brother, “The two Hodsoll’s performed their difficult
parts most creditably.” They also performed a scene from the ‘Medecin Malgre Lui’ and George played Captain Absolute in
Sheridan’s ‘The Rivals’. He passed his Senior Oxford Local Examinations in July 1892 and also opened (and won) the debate: “That
Home Rule for Ireland would necessitate the dismemberment of the Empire”. He also picked up the Sixth Form Latin Prose prize.
After MGS he was educated at University College, Oxford, before joining the Army, obtaining his commission in the 4th Battalion,
Suffolk Regiment (Cambridgeshire Militia) in December 1902. While in the Army he became a well-known footballer playing for
the Casuals and Corinthians, including touring with both teams on the Continent and in South Africa. In the 1908 Paris tour the
Corinthians beat Comite De Paris 5-1; they also beat Standard Athletic 9-0 and the Outcasts 7-2. The Daily Mirror April 10th 1907
reported he played for a Tottenham Hotspur XI that beat a Mr C Wreford-Brown’s XI 2-1 in aid of the Tottenham Drill Hall Fund.
He also played for, and captained the Army team on several occasions being rated as being an excellent and persevering halfback, not far from gaining international honours. He was an ardent enthusiast for the purity of amateur football and also took a
great interest in the controversy between the Football Association and the Amateur Clubs which eventually formed the APA.
He lived at 24 Bloomfield Terrace, Chelsea, London and was much interested in political matters and frequently spoke in public on
this subject and in support of the Unionist cause, and in favour of the National Military service. George married Olive Milne Rae,
eldest daughter of the Reverend Doctor Milne Rae of Edinburgh, in June 1914, just 2 months before the outbreak of war. When
war broke out he was Captain of the 3rd Battalion, Suffolk Regiment and went to France on the 23rd October 1914. He was killed
in action during the first battle of Ypres, 7th November 1914, while gallantly leading his men in a counter-attack.
The Adjutant, Captain L. Frost wrote to George Hodsoll’s wife: "On 7th November at about 3 o’clock in the afternoon, the
regiment on our left fell back and the Germans came through their trenches, so Captain Hodsoll, Mr Anderson and myself, with
the support of our regiment made a counter-attack. Your husband had not gone more than 100 yards when he, poor fellow, was
killed; he died instantaneously and could not have suffered any pain at all. He died giving his life for his country at a very critical
moment; if this counter-attack had failed, it would have meant the whole line coming back. He died a glorious and magnificent
death. Captain Pollock Hodsoll was buried the same evening on the ground where he died, in a wood near a chateau about 3 and
a half miles east of Ypres. A wooden cross with his name was placed on the grave.” Sadly, the location of his grave was lost and
hence his name was subsequently commemorated on the Ypres, Menin Gate Memorial.

Duncan McPherson Studdert Holmes - 2nd Lieutenant
Dob: 31/05/1889

Dod:

04/03/1916

Age: 26

Duncan McPherson Studdert Holmes was born on the 31st of May 1889 in Buckland Hill, Maidstone, son of Richard and Samina
Holmes, the father being clerk to guardians. He joined MGS (School House) on the 25th of January 1898, aged 8, leaving in 1907,
though for 3 middle school years he was at Saint Anne’s school in Redhill following the death of his father in 1899. He won the
Year 2 Form Prize and Latin Prize, and the Latin Prize again in the Lower Sixth. He passed his Cambridge Local Examination and the
Matriculation Examination of London University; it was also noted that "Holmes deserves mention for his work in Trigonometry".
He was also a Lubbuck Scholar, a Prefect, a Librarian and a Corporal in the Cadet Corps gaining the marksmans badge.
He also played for the football 1st XI at Centre Half, rated as “resolute player; very useful, but sometimes lacking in judgement.”
There is a report in the Maidstonian (1906) that he played in the school’s first rugby match since the 1880s, and he is quoted as:
“Holmes played finely, bringing down several opponents almost on our own line.” He also played cricket for the school, came 10th
and then 2nd in the Aylesford Run, won the Consolation Bicycle Race - "Holmes won easily", came 3rd in the High Jump of 15
entries, 2nd in the 880yds and 3rd in the 100yds. He also gained his Gymnasium badges and performed in some scenes from
'Much Ado About Nothing'. After leaving MGS he gained a BSc. (Engineering) from London University and was given a railway
engineering post on the Great Northern Railway based at Doncaster.
On 25th September 1914, soon after war broke out, he enlisted in the 10th Service Battalion York and Lancaster Regiment. After a
course of Musketry at Hythe he gained a first class Instructors Certificate and was appointed to Sergeant Instructor of Musketry in
his Battalion. He went to France with the Battalion but was immediately recalled, and given a commission in the 14th Battalion
Cheshire Regiment. In 1915 he was sent to France to be attached to the 9th Battalion, where he had to contend with the news
that his mother had died in July 1915.
2nd Lieutenant Duncan McPherson Studdert Holmes went MIA (missing in action) on the 4th of March 1916. He was on a listening
patrol near Reiehbourg L’Avoní when the Germans opened fire on him, his fellow soldiers and an officer. The officer was mortally
wounded, and brought in by patrol. The body of 2nd Lieutenant Holmes was never found, and the family hoped he may have
been wounded and taken prisoner by the Germans whose trenches were only 40 yards away. Eventually he was presumed killed.
He is commemorated on the Loos memorial and news of his presumed death was reported in the July 1917 Maidstonian:
"Lieutenant Holmes was reported missing in March 1916, and as no trace of him has been found, he is presumed to have fallen".

Frank Neville Johnson - Sergeant
Dob: 28/02/1896

Dod:

22/06/1917

Age: 21

MM

Frank Neville Johnson was born on the 28th of February 1896 to Frederick William Johnson, a clerk in the paperworks, and Amy
Johnson living initially at 26 Hastings Road and then at 8 Albion Place, Maidstone. Frank had 3 sisters, Nora, Monica and Joyce,
and an elder brother, Leslie. He joined MGS (East Borough House) on the 19th January 1907. He gained a Randall Scholarship and
won the Arithmetic prize in the Second Form and played in goal for the school 1st hockey XI and 1st football XI, and played 2nd XI
cricket taking 2 wickets for 19 against Skinners, 2 for 14 against Cranbrook and 1 for 2 against Kings School. In the football report
in the 1912 Maidstonian of a 2:1 victory against Skinners it cites "The whole defence is to be congratulated for the way they
played, and Johnson's work was particularly praiseworthy". He performed in a 'skit' on Hamlet and in Act IV Scene 1 of King Henry
V in School Concerts. He was a Cadet and attended Summer Camps in 1911 & 1912. He was presented for Confirmation at All
Saints Church on 31 March 1911 by the Bishop of Dover. He left in 1913 and joined the Old Boys Society.
In September 1914 he joined the Universities and Public School Corps and later became part of the 32nd Battalion of the Royal
Fusiliers. He was a Sergeant and was issued the Military Medal (M.M.) which is a level 3 gallantry award, received by those who
acted bravely under fire or fighting an enemy. On the back of the medal are the words “For Bravery in the Field.” The recipients of
this medal are permitted to use M.M. at the end of their name.
Frank N. Johnson died in Etaples base hospital on the 22 June 1917 aged 21, after being wounded. The Kent Messenger of 23 June
1917 announced the following promising news: "Sergeant Frank Johnson, Royal Fusiliers ... has been wounded in France. He is
lying in a base hospital with an injury to his side but fortunately no serious consequences are appreciated and he is hoping to
return to England". Sadly he had died the day before this account was published. The July 1917 Maidstonian stated: "Sergeant F
Johnson, Royal Fusiliers, who was wounded in France, has since died".
He is remembered with honour at Etaples Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France; his grave inscription reads: "Greater love hath
no man than this".

Donald Montgomery Johnston - Private
Dob: ?/?/1879

Dod:

07/02/1917

Age: 39

Donald Montgomery Johnston was born in 1879, the second son of councillor and surgeon Dr John Johnston and Sarah Johnston
of 30 Upper Fant Road, Maidstone. His younger brother, Gordon, also fought and died during the First World War.
Donald joined Maidstone Grammar School in September 1887 aged 8, and left in December 1894. He won the U12 100 yds race
and had a very successful academic career; in the 3rd form which consisted of 20 students, he came 4th in Latin, 7th in Maths, 7th
in English, 6th in French and 1st in Drawing, being 4th overall. He passed the College of Preceptors Examination. He twice won the
Natural History Prize (given by Mr Clifford), for his excellent collection of local butterflies. After leaving MGS he went to Glasgow
University to study Medicine and then dentistry.
Donald enlisted in January 1916 joining the 1st Battalion Grenadier Guards, going to France in August, and fighting in the Somme
campaign. He died on Wednesday 7th February 1917, of nephritis (inflammation of the kidney), the result of a complication of
diseases contracted while in service. The South Eastern Gazette of 6.3.17 produced an obituary which included: “his
comparatively brief career of active service was full of incident, and he was called upon to undergo great exposure, under which
his constitution broke down, and with several scars of battle he succumbed to a complication of diseases. It is a sad coincidence
that while lying in the hospital where he died, his elder brother Dr Duncan Matheson Johnston, who was on duty as Captain of the
RAMC passed through the wards without knowing he was there. The deceased was a medical student of Glasgow University and
also studied Dental Surgery under the late Mr Anderson. He received his earlier education at Maidstone Grammar School.
Councillor Johnston’s third son, Gordon, is also serving. He went out at the beginning of the war, was at Suvla Bay, and is now in
Egypt.”
Donald is remembered with honour at Grove Town Cemetery, Meaulte, France and his inscription reads: "Of Maidstone in loving
memory".

Gordon Black Johnston - Lieutenant
Dob: 06/08/1883

Dod:

22/10/1918

Captain of the School

Age: 35

Gordon Black Johnston was born 6th August 1883. He was the third son of councillor and surgeon John Johnston JP and Sarah
Johnston of 30 Upper Fant Road, Maidstone. He was the brother of Donald Montgomery Johnston who also fought and died
during World War One.
Gordon joined Maidstone Grammar School (West Borough House) in May 1894, aged 10 and left in 1901. In Lower School Class 4
(Mr Richards class) he was ranked first equal academically out of 13. In March 1898 he was Confirmed in All Saints’ Church by the
Archbishop of Canterbury and in July 1898 he won the Fifth Form Greek prize. In 1899 he played Machut in a scene from ‘La
Grammaire’ by Labiche-Jolly, and in July 1900 he won the special prize for best fielder in the school’s first XI. He also played for
the 1st XI at football: “Right half-back: strong and safe kick; tackles well and sticks to his man; feeds his forwards well; places
corners beautifully.” He also won all 8 of his matches in the Open Fives Championship. He came 2nd in the 100 yds Open Race (15
ran), won the Long Jump with a distance of 15 ft, and he was the joint winner of the Victor Ludorum Cup. In his final year he was
Captain of the School and Senior Prefect, Captain of his House and he passed his Cambridge Local Examinations. He was also
awarded his football and cricket colours. In his final concert (7.12.1901) he performed the song ‘Forty Years on’ and ‘Wearin’ O’
the Green’. On leaving MGS the Maidstonian recorded that “GB Johnston, second place in Classics, College of Preceptors, first
class Certificate Examination, with prize for Latin.” During the 1911 census Gordon was a bank clerk living alone at 4 Bath Street,
Brighton.
Gordon gained his commission in 1915 and fought in the 1st/4th Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment serving in Gallipoli and the
Middle East. The Maidstonian of April 1919 reads “We are sorry to hear of the death of 2nd Lieutenant Gordon B. Johnston, 4th
Royal Sussex Regiment who was wounded and captured at Gaza in March 1917, and died at Yozga, Asia Minor, last October, from
Spanish influenza. He obtained his commission in 1915, and served in the Gallipoli campaign before going to Palestine.” He is
remembered with honour on the Baghdad War Cemetery. The virulent 'Spanish Flu' pandemic swept through the continent 191819 and it is estimated, killed over 50 million people worldwide, nearly three times more victims that the 'Great War'. Another son
of Doctor Johnston, Captain ES Johnston died serving the British Army in India in 1920, having served since 1914.

Merthyr Laurence - Sergeant
Dob: 08/07/1897

Dod:

16/03/1919

Age: 21

Merthyr Laurence was born in Maidstone on the 8th July 1897 to the wholesale grocer Frank Gerald Laurence, who became an
Alderman, and Henrietta Gertrude Laurence as the youngest son of the family. Sadly his older brother, Stuart, would also lose his
life in World War One.
Merthyr joined MGS (East Borough House) on the 23rd April 1907, aged 9 and stayed until 1910. He won the Second Form prize
and the prize for Languages, and was presented with them at the Speech Day held at the Corn Exchange with the Mayor (Mr BP
Boorman) distributing the prizes. The 1911 Census records Merthyr at Elstow Boarding School, Kempston, Bedfordshire.
Sergeant Merthyr Laurence served with the Royal Army Service Corps. In the July 1916 Maidstonian, Merthyr is mentioned as an
Old Maidstonian who is a Lieutenant Corporal in the Motor Transport. It is also pointed out that his brother Noel was Commander
in charge of British submarines operating in the Baltic Sea. He was decorated by Tsar Nicolas II of Russia who awarded him the
Russian St George’s Cross, as well as receiving the Distinguished Service Order and Bar. Noel survived the war. His other brother
Stuart Laurence, an Old Maidstonian, also served in the First World War and he was killed on the 19th July 1916 by a shell blast.
Merthyr died aged 21 as a result of an accident in France after the armistice, but before the Peace Treaty was signed.
In the Cups and Prizes section of the July 1921 Maidstonian, it is written that the father, Frank Laurence, was giving an annual
‘Good Chap’ prize in memory of Merthyr and Stuart. The prize would be awarded for 50% scholarship and 50% sports and good
fellowship. The prize winner would be selected by joint recommendation of the Headmaster, the Masters, the Games Committee
and the Senior School. Merthyr Laurence was buried at Valenciennes (St. Roch) Communal Cemetery, Nord, France and his
inscription reads: "God will give you to me again with joy & gladness for ever".

Stuart Laurence - 2nd Lieutenant
Dob: 15/10/1891

Dod:

17/09/1916

Age: 24

Stuart Laurence was born on the 15th October 1891 to the wholesale grocer and Alderman Frank Gerald Laurence and Henrietta
Gertrude Laurence of Heathside, Maidstone. He was the third son in the family and they later lived at Hope Cottage, Tonbridge
Road.
Stuart joined MGS (East Borough House) on the 15th September 1906, aged 14 and left in July 1907, to go to Epsom College and
then worked for the Union and Smith’s Bank. He represented the school at cricket: “He has the making of a good bat if he
perseveres; can field really well when he likes.” He received his cricket colours after the match against Skinners. He came 4th in
the batting with an average of 15 including a highest score of 52 not out. He was part of the team that would be decimated by
World War One; he along with CI Barker, R Duncanson, JW Parks would all lose their lives. He also performed as the Third
Watchman in a scene from ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ which was part of the entertainment during the 1907 Speech Day.
Stuart Laurence was part of the Epsom College Officer Training Corps for 18 months before joining as a Private in the 19th Service
Battalion (Public School Battalion) Royal Fusiliers on the 15th September 1914. He then moved to the 10th Royal West Kent
Regiment after applying for a commission in January 1915. The Easter 1916 Maidstonian references Stuart Laurence, “as a 2nd
Lieutenant in the Royal West Kent Regiment.” He fought with this battalion until the 17th September 1916, when he was killed at
the Battle of Flers-Courcelette aged 24. His battalion had taken control of a village, dug in and beaten off a counter-attack when a
shell landed in his trench, and he, and three others, were killed instantly.
The South Eastern Gazette of September 26th 1916 had an obituary which included the following words from his Commanding
Officer: “He bore himself gallantly all through the battle and was much liked by both men and officers.”
His grave is in the North West corner of Bernafay Wood British Cemetery, Montauban, France, and his inscription reads; "Well
done good and faithful soldier".

John Brice Matthews - Captain
Dob: 18/07/1897

Dod:

14/02/1917

Age: 20

John Brice Matthews was born on the 18th July 1897, the only son to Mr JH Matthews, a schoolmaster in Harrietsham, and Kate
Matthews. They lived at the School House, Harrietsham. He joined Maidstone Grammar School (School House) on the 15th
September 1908 aged 11, being a Kent Junior Scholar. He was still at school when the war broke out. He gained the Mathematics
prize in the Sixth Form in 1914. He was also a keen sportsman, representing the school at football, cricket and hockey 1912-1914.
A cricket match report states: “Matthews alone getting into double figures, an innings which contained a six, hit up onto the
tennis courts.” Then against Skinners “Matthews contributed an excellent 53 not out.” His hockey report states: “JB Matthews,
right-back. Is improving steadily and tackles well. He is slow in the circle, but hits hard and true. He should not tackle on the
wrong side so often.” Later the hockey report adds “the backs Wallis and Matthews have improved wonderfully and are now the
mainstay of the defence.”
He was awarded the School Certificate for Proficiency in Swimming in 1912 and became a School Prefect. He was a keen and
efficient OTC (CCF) cadet and on 31st March 1914, as a member of the MGS contingent of the Junior Division OTC, he passed
Certificate A and the Infantry Syllabus. He was one of the six candidates from the school presented for Confirmation at All Saints’
Church by the Bishop of Croydon.
He applied for a commission as soon as war broke out in August 1914 and his application included his certificate from Cambridge
giving results of exams at Maidstone in July 1913 when aged 15 in Religious Knowledge, English Language and Literature,
Geography, Geometry, Algebra and Trigonometry and Theoretical Chemistry. The Autumn 1914 edition of the Maidstone
poignantly states: “We have unfortunately lost some boys this term except for the War, notably ES Johnston, JB Matthews and R
Waterman. We wish them good luck in their military duties.” Sadly the luck ran out for all three as they had died by 1920, serving
their country. John attended the Maidstone Old Boys’ Society Annual Supper and Smoking Concert held at the Rose and Crown
Hotel on Saturday December 19th, 1914. The OMs had a membership then of about 150 and about 40 attended this occasion.
Unfortunately at least five of those present would sacrifice their lives later in the war.
He obtained his commission when only 17 years of age, but his 6ft 4ins height stood him in good stead. He was promoted to
Lieutenant in his battalion, the 7th Queens Own Royal West Kent Regiment, in March 1915, and in September 1915 he received
his Captaincy at the unusually early age of 18. After 8 months service in the trenches, he was slightly wounded and in May 1916
he was on the casualty list for the second time. On this occasion it was for severe shell-shock, which necessitated him being sent

home. He remained in England until January 1917, when he returned to the Front. He was killed in action on the 14th February
1917 in France, aged 19.
The July 1917 Maidstonian stated: “We hear with deep regret of the death of yet another of our old boys, Captain Matthews, who
was killed in action in France on the 14th February 1917. A memorial service was held for him in Harrietsham Church on Sunday
17th March”. A brother officer wrote of him: “Every officer and man in the battalion will feel his loss very greatly indeed, and all
the more so from the fact that it has occurred so soon after his re-joining. He is yet another of the original battalion to fall doing
his duty and no man ever did it better or more cheerfully.” The Maidstonian obituary ended with: “His death will be much
regretted by many old school-fellows, with whom he was very popular.” The South Eastern Gazette 6.3.1917 had an obituary and
photograph of Captain J Brice Matthews, with the report including: “His name is one more to adorn the Maidstone Grammar
School Roll of Honour … He had the advantage of military training in the School’s OTC in which he held the rank of Sergeant.”
He is remembered with honour at Regina Trench Cemetery, Grandcourt, Somme, France and his inscription reads: "Only son of JH
and K Matthews of Harrietsham, Kent Requiescat in pace"

William McVicar - Lieutenant (Quartermaster)
Dob: ?/09/1876

Dod:

17/07/1919

Age: 42

William McVicar was born in September 1876, to Robert and Ann McVicar. His father was a wine merchant and lived in the High
Street, Maidstone. He started at MGS in April 1886, aged 9 and left in July 1892. He was awarded the Lower School Class III
Arithmetic Prize in 1888, and in the Modern Fifth Form (Mr Priestley) he came first in Maths, English and Book-keeping, second in
French, and third in German, Drawing, Chemistry and Shorthand out of 7 students, winning the Fifth Form Prize. In 1892 he
passed the South Kensington Science and Art Examinations in Inorganic Chemistry and Plane Geometry. He also achieved his
Oxford Local Exams.
He was a keen sportsman, coming second in the U15 100yds and representing the school at football and cricket. His football 1st XI
report states: “McVicar proved himself an excellent goal-keeper; he should be very useful next year.” In a match on Barming
Heath against Sevenoaks the report states “McVicar in goal was excellent; he was frequently called upon, but he saved capitally;
once they shot through, but were ruled offside, and we succeeded in keeping our goal intact to the call of time.” A cricket
comment included: “A very safe field. Fair, steady bat.”
After leaving MGS he had a long military career, achieving the Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. He remained single, with an
address as 9 Finsen Road, Camberwell, Surrey. He joined the Queens Own Royal West Kent on 4th September 1893 and was
promoted to Lance Corporal in 1895, Corporal 1896, Lance Sergeant 1897, Sergeant 1899, fighting in the Boer War, and Colour
Sergeant in 1904. He was permitted to continue beyond 21 years of service in August 1914 and appointed to training reservists in
September 1916, appointed A.S.M May 1917. Lieutenant Quartermaster W. McVicar assumed duties as quartermaster of the
116th training Reserve Battalion on the 1st May 1918. His military employment sheets show good reports of his work as clerk,
instructor, money changer, pay sergeant, garrison police sergeant and recruiting sergeant.
William died while still a serving soldier on the 17th July 1919 aged 42, in the Military Hospital, Grantham because of
Haemorrhaging of the lungs. He is remembered with honour at Grantham Cemetery, Lincolnshire.

Henry Edward Mercer - Private
Dob: 02/05/1897

Dod:

11/11/1917

Age: 20

Henry (Harry) Edward Mercer was born on 2nd May 1897 to Edward E and Florence L Mercer and lived at 51 John Street,
Maidstone, not far from Fremlin Walk which was then the Fremlin Brewery. His parents had moved to Hilda Road near Sheerness
by the time of his death. His father was a farrier (blacksmith) and he had a brother, Victor, and two sisters Olive and Rosetta. He
joined MGS on the 15th September 1910, aged 13, as a Blue Coat Scholar, and he left at Easter 1911. After leaving school he went
to work for the Kent Messenger.
He enlisted in the early part of the war and served in the 3rd/4th battlion of the Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). He
died on the 11th November 1917, aged just 20. Sadly no references or obituary appear in any of the Maidstonian magazines, but
an obituary and photograph was printed in the Kent messenger (Dec 1 1917): "We regret to hear of the death of Pte H Mercer,
Royal West Kent Regiment, son of Mr Mercer, of the Forge, Boxley and late of John Street, Maidstone, which occurred on
November 10th through the explosion of a shell while engaged in fetching rations. Pte Mercer is another employee from the Kent
Messenger Office to make the supreme sacrifice and we tender sincere sympathy to his parents and friends. He joined the
Territorials shortly before the war and was in camp on the outbreak of hostilities, consequently he did not return to civil life. As
the subjointed from his officer shows he made a useful and reliable soldier: 'BEF 22 November 1917. Dear Mrs Mercer I feel I
must write to you to say how grieved we all were to hear of your son's death. As you know he had been in my signal section for a
very long time and I can honestly say that he was one of the best signallers and one of the most reliable men I have ever had. If I
ever gave him a job to do I always knew that it would be done and jolly well done. It came as a great shock to me, the more
especially as I thought that for the time he had got a pretty quiet and safe job. We had to send two men to Division to man a
visual station and he was on of them ... Please accept my sincere sympathy in your great sorrow.
Pte Mercer was an old St Paul's boy and won a scholarship at the Grammar School. He was also a winner of several silver medals
at the Week Street Congregational Sunday School while for many years he had been an active member of the Band of Hope and
the Christian Endeavour Society." There is a memorial to him in Boxley Church and he is remembered at Talana Farm Cemetery,
West Vlaanderen, Belgium where his inscription reads: "At rest".

Stanley Arthur Meyers - 2nd Lieutenant
Dob: 26/07/1885

Dod:

26/10/1917

Age: 31

Stanley Arthur Meyers was born on the 26th July 1885 in West Dulwich. The family then moved to 45 Hastings Road in Maidstone.
His father was Barnett Meyers, a merchant (importer and dealer); his mother was called Eliza Emily Meyers and he had a younger
sister, Dorothy. Stanley joined MGS (East Borough House) in January 1901 aged 15, and he left at Easter 1903. He was presented
by the Head Master for confirmation by the Archbishop of Canterbury at All Saints' Church on April 1st 1902.
He played cricket for the school and was one of 8 students selected by competition to compete further for the Head Master's
Gymnasium Cup. He came 4th after competing in Horizontal Bar, Parallel Bar, Vaulting Horse, Rings, Rope and Bridge Ladder,
scoring 64/100 - the winner (Eyre) had 71/100. On leaving school, Stanley became a travelling salesman and assistant to Cane and
General. He was single when he went to war.
Stanley Arthur Meyers (2808230) departed from Southampton on the 23rd December 1914 on the 'Avon' heading for Malta
arriving on the 2nd January 1915. From there he boarded the 'Southland' to Egypt on the 20th March, landing in Alexandria on
the 24th March. He then went to Gallipoli on the 3rd October 1915, on board the 'Karoo'. He arrived in Alexandria for a second
time in January 1916, and then arrived in Marseilles France on the 23rd of April 1916 and a month later joined the 1/13 Londons.
In July 1916 he returned to England with shrapnel wounds to his foot and back. He recovered and recuperated in the Western
General Hospital Manchester. He then trained as an Officer in Cambridge and was gazetted 16th May 1917 as Second Lieutenant
in the 1st Battalion London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers).
He was killed in action near Ypres on the 26th October 1917, towards the end of the infamous Battle of Passchendaele. His body
was never recovered and he is commemorated on the wall of Tyne Cot cemetery. The Kent Messenger of December 1st 1917
published an obituary which included: "Stanley Arthur Meyers ... only and beloved son of Mr & Mrs Barnett Meyers of 12
Birchington Road, West Hampstead, formerly of the Red Lodge, London Road, Maidstone."

Howard Lester Millen - Private
Dob: 03/08/1879

Dod:

27/01/1917

Age: 37

Howard Lester Millen was born on 3rd August 1879 in Barming, to Benjamin Davis and Alma Jane Millen. His father was a
hairdresser and before the war, Howard was a hairdresser assistant, living at 4 Middle Row, 103 High Street, Maidstone. He was
single when he was conscripted in 1916.
He joined MGS (East Borough House) on the 18th September 1894, aged 15, and left in 1897. Academically, he was clearly able
and consistent, coming 3rd out of 16 in the Second Form (Mr Richards) after being 6th in Latin, 4th in English, 1st in French and
Maths, 2nd in Science and 8th in Drawing. He was also 3rd in Mr Harding's Third Form and won the 3rd Form Prize for
Mathematics. He also played football while at MGS, the football coach writing: "Safe kick; very reliable, being as cool as an
icehouse in face of threatening danger; inclined to be too showy."
Private HL Millen (38336) of the 16th Battalion, was in the Queens (Royal West Surrey Regiment). He was invalided back to Britain
in late 1916.
On 27th January 1917, Howard died from pneumonia (aged37) at the Connaught Hospital, Aldershot, sustained by him fighting in
the war and he was buried in Maidstone Cemetery. The CWGC has his details incorrectly as Harold Lester Milen, rather than
Howard, but it clearly is the right person. The following are extracts from a particularly moving obituary from the Kent Messenger,
dated Feb 3 1917: "Death of Mr HL MIllen - Much sympathy is felt for Mr & Mrs Davis Millen of High Street Maidstone, in the loss
of their eldest son, Howard Lester, who passed away on January 27th at Connaught Hospital, Aldershot. After an illness from
bronchitis at Chrismas, it was hoped he had recovered but pneumonia and pleurisy set in and he succumbed rather suddenly. Pte
Millen was well-known in Maidstone, having been educated at the Grammar School and, after five years at Southampton became
partner in his father's business in Maidstone. Being called up last June, he joined the Royal West Surrey Regiment and was
stationed for some time at Farnham. He was never of robust health, and his father endeavoured to obtain for him that exemption
from military service which, under the circumstances, he considered due, but in vain. The body was brought home and laid to rest
in Maidstone Cemetery on Wednesday afternoon. Three of his brothers are serving in the Army."

Frederick John Moseley MM - Corporal
Dob: 18/10/1897

Dod:

01/07/1918

MM

Age: 20

Frederick John Moseley was born on the 18th October 1897 to Robert J, a sign writer, and Harriet Moseley. They lived at 127
Union Street, Maidstone. He joined Maidstone Grammar School (East Borough House), aged 11, on the 19th September 1909, as
a Kent Junior Scholar and stayed until 1913. He was the recipient of the Fourth Form Mathematics prize.
Frederick enlisted early in the war at the age of 17 and joined the Royal West Kent Regiment. He rose to become a corporal very
quickly. He also received a Military Medal, for 'conspicuous bravery' at Vimy Ridge, as mentioned in the London Gazette: "he
continued to advance although badly wounded." As the result of his wounds he was sent back to England where he remained for
some months and was again drafted back to the Western Front a few weeks before he fell.
Frederick was killed in action on the 1st July 1918. He is commemorated at Bouzincourt Ridge Cemetery, Albert. The Maidstonian
of April 1919 included the following information: "Mr & Mrs R J Moseley have now been officially notified that their son, Corporal
J Moseley MM, West Kents, who had previously been reported as missing, was killed in France on July 1st or shortly after. He
enlisted at the age of 17, and was awarded the Military Medal for conspicuous bravery at Vimy Ridge. Mr & Mrs Moseley, who
lost their eldest son, Lance-Corporal Bert Moseley, early in the war, have been the recipient of widespread sympathy". The tribute
in the Kent Messenger of Saturday October 2nd 1918 included the phrase: "An old Maidstone Grammar School boy became a
gallant young soldier."

Henry Robert Mount - Sapper
Dob: 02/01/1896

Dod:

08/05/1915

Age: 19

Henry Robert Mount was born on the 2nd January 1896 in 6, Albany Terrace, Princes Street, Deal. His father Mr Henry J Mount
was a Sergeant in the County Police and was married to Alice E Mount. Henry Robert had a younger sister, Ellen.
Henry joined MGS (East Borough House) on the 19th September 1909, aged 13, having won a Blue Coat Scholarship, and left in
November 1911. His parents still lived in Deal so while at MGS he boarded with the Twist family at 2 Upper Stone Street. Mr
Arthur Thomas Twist was a local police constable. Henry represented the school 2nd XI at cricket, taking 3 for 32 against Skinners
and 4 for 31 against King's School Rochester. He also came 3rd in the Two Lengths Handicap (Open) swimming race which
attracted "a good entry". He was the recipient of the Upper Third Form Drawing Prize and was a cadet in the OTC. On leaving MGS
he joined the Old Maidstonian Society. In 1913 Henry started working for the Post Office in Sandwich. His name appears on the
Maidstone Post Office Roll of Honour Board of names of employees who laid down their lives in the Great War.
Henry enlisted in Canterbury on 24.11.14 and became a sapper in the 28th Home Counties, Royal Engineers. He was 5 foot 6
inches, wore glasses, and was 18 when he joined the army. He arrived in France on 15th January 1915 and was killed in action
four months later, aged 19.
The Maidstonian of July 1915 states: "HR Mount is reported missing beieved killed following an attack on the 8th May." A very
chilling extract id found in the Maidstonian of April 1919: "Mrs Mount of 'Trianon', St Leonards, Deal, after 3 years of suspense,
has received definite information that her son, Pte HR Mount was shot 'in cold blood' by a German Officer." He was 19 when he
died. His body was never found and so his name appears along with 54605 others on the Menin Gate, Ypres.

John Wynard Parks MC - Captain
Dob: 02/03/1895

Dod:

12/08/1919

MC

Age: 24

John Wynand Parks was born on 2nd May 1895 in Penenden Heath, Maidstone. His father was also John W Parks who later
emigrated to Natal South Africa. John joined MGS (East Borough House) on 23rd April 1907, aged 11, and left to go to Epsom
College in July 1909. When he was at MGS he was in the gymnastics team, coming 2nd with 61 points, as well as being a member
of the 1st XI cricket team. His first cricket report stated: "Exceedingly promising in all departments. Should be very useful next
year." After one season his coach wrote: "JW Parks - much improved; a steady bowler; good bat." He took 6 wickets for 32 against
the Head Master's XI and he came second in the batting averages with a highest score of 40 not out, and second in the bowling
averages taking 41 wickets at an average of just over 8. The student who bettered him was H Tupper who would also die in WW1.
John was awarded his cricket colours in 1908.
He also represented the schools 1st XI at football, playing inside-left. "Must share some of his confience with the other forwards
and thereby benefit the whole line." He came second in the U13 100yds race, first in the 880yds handicap Open race and fifth in
the Aylesford Run. He was also clearly a talented fives player, winning the Junior Singles twice: "JW Parks, who appeared to be far
and away the best player in the junior games, no one putting up any serious opposition to him." He was also an OTC Cadet and
bugler.
John joined up early in the war, and the Christmas 1914 Maidstonian has him in the long list of Maidstonians serving in His
Majesty's Forces as Lieutenant of the 1st Battalion East Lancashire Regiment. He rose to the rank of Captain and was awarded the
Military Cross for an act of exemplary gallantry during active operations against the enemy. He received serious wounds in action
at Gavrelle in April 1917 and was invalided back to Britain. He died at the Queen's Hospital Sidcup following an operation of
pioneering plastic surgery to the face on 12ths August 1919. A brief obituary giving some of the above information appeared in
The Times 5.9.19. He is buried in Chislehurst Cemetery, Kent, and his inscription reads: "Their name liveth for evermore".

Percy Robinson - Private
Dob: 13/07/1880

Dod:

07/10/1916

Age: 36

Percy Robinson was born 13th July 1880, the son of James Robinson and Mrs Harriet Robinson who lived at 65 Grecian Street,
Maidstone. His father was an Elementary School Master and Percy had 4 brothers and 4 sisters. He joined MGS on 27th January
1893, aged 12, and he left in February 1896. Percy won the Form Prize in Year 2 and the Mathematical Prize in Year 3. He passed
his College of Preceptors Exam, and his Mathematics (First Stage) of the South Kensington Science and Art Examinations in 1894.
He was awarded a Foundation Scholarship, and was a Form Monitor.
After leaving MGS he appears to have served in the Forces, fighting in the Boer War 1899-1902, before returning to Maidstone
and working for the Medway Brewery as a clerk. According to the 1911 Census, Percy was lodging in King Edward Road,
Maidstone with his younger brother Leonard. Percy was single and still a brewery clerk.
Soon after the outbreak of war, Percy, already 34 years of age, enlisted and became a Private in the 8th Battalion, Royal Fusiliers.
He was killed in action on 7th October 1916 during the Battle of the Somme. His body was never found and so his name is
comemorated on the Thiepval Memorial along with 72315 others.. The following obituary appeared in the South Eastern Gazette,
October 17th 1916: "MAIDSTONE HERO KILLED: Pte Percy Robinson, Royal Fusiliers. Mr Robinson of Foley Cottage, Sittingbourne
Road, Maidstone, has received unofficial news that his son, Private Percy Robinson, 28th Royal Fusiliers (Public School Corps) was
killed in action in France on 7th last. A letter from his comrades says Private Robinson was killed instantly by a bullet in the head
as his platoon went over the trench to attack the German position 100yds away. Before joining up in March last, Private Robinson
was on the clerical staff of the Medway Brewery, and for some 3 years he was secretary of the Maidstone Conservative Club. He
fought in the Boer War as a trooper of the West Kent Yeomanry."

Garrett Saveall - 2nd Lieutenant
Dob: 09/10/1895

Dod:

13/07/1916

Age: 21

Garrett Saveall was born on 9th October 1895, to William James (an engineer) and Edith Saveall, of Mount Pleasant, Bearsted. He
joined MGS (School House) on 6th May 1905, aged 9, and left at Easter 1910. In 1906 he was the Randall Scholar and in 1907 a
Junior Kent County Council Scholar. He won the Second Form Scripture Prize (Mr RJ Fremlin) and before leaving the school he was
awarded a 'Special Prize' in workshop. He came 3rd in the U12 220yds and 2nd in the U15 440yds. He also represented his house
at cricket, was awarded his swimming certificates and was a cadet in the OTC.
After leaving Maidstone Grammar School, he became a brewery clerk at Fremlin Brothers. Of the Fremlin employees, 112 served
in HM Forces, and 13 gave their life, including Garrett Saveall.
Garrett enlisted 3 weeks into the war and appears in the list of OMs serving in the Forces in the Christmas 1914 Maidstonian as a
Private in the West Kent Yeomanry.He gained his commission in May 1915 and was initially posted to the RHA at Larkhill as a
Musketry Instructor. In May 1916 he went to the front serving in the 7th Battalion Queens Own Royal West Kent Regiment. He
was with this battalion when he was killed in action aged 21, at the Battle of Albert on 13th July 1916. His body was not found but
his name is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial in the Somme region of France.
A report appeared in the Kent Messenger 5.8.1916: "Mrs Saveall of The Hermitage, Boxley, has been notified that her son, Second
Lieutenant Garrett Saveall, aged 21, is missing, believed killed. Educated at Maidstone Grammar School, he enlisted soon after the
commencement of the war in the Royal West Kent Regiment. After receiving his commission he proceeded to France, and was in
the fighting at Trones Wood, in which action he is believed to have been killed. Captain WJ Saveall, his father, is at present serving
in the 64th Provisional Battlion." His father would have been aged 54 at this point. A further report appeared in the South Eastern
Gazette 22.8.1916 with a photograph of him. It was reported in the Maidstonian that "no good news has reached Maidstone
about the whereabouts of Garrett 'Bob' Saveall since he went missing in July." A report stated: "He was seen to be hit in the lower
part of the face and to fall into a shell hole, and after that nothing seems to have been seen of him." Another report from August
1916 stated: "There is of course still hope that he may turn up, but which ever way it goes, we are certain that the sympathy and
prayers of all will be turned towards Captain and Mrs Saveall, and the rest of the family. 'Bob' Saveall was one of those men who
had no enemies and deservedly so, as he was a keen soldier and extraordinarily modest over his capabilities, which were
considerable in many fields of work."

Dudley Francis Small - Captain
Dob: 31/12/1886

Dod:

24/03/1918

Age: 31

Dudley Francis Small was born on 31st December 1886 to Benjamin and Kate Small of Hill House, East Farleigh. His father was a
grocer and later a draper. Dudey lived around East Farleigh all his life before going to war with his younger brother Howard.
Howard lived to the age of 80, dying in Maidstone in 1970.
Dudley joined MGS on 19th January 1897, aged 10 when the Preparatory School, consisting of 10 students, became part of the
Grammar School and constituted the First Form. He left in 1901, and was good at fooball, playing right-wing. His Maidstonian
report states that he was "Light and speedy; does not always discriminate in passing, but tries all the time." He trained to become
a dentist after he left MGS.
The Maidstonian of Easter 1915 states in the list of OMs serving in His Majesty's Forces: "DF Small, Lance Corporal in the Artists
Rifles". Later he was promoted to Captain of the 15th Battalion of the Cheshire Regiment. Notably, he fought and survived the
Battle of the Somme but sadly died on 24th March 1918, aged 31. He is commemorated at the Pozieres Memorial, France and in
his home village of East Farleigh.

Percy Smythe - 2nd Lieutenant
Dob: 19/05/1878

Dod:

08/12/1917

Age: 39

Percy Smythe was born in 1879 in Maidstone, his parents being John and Laura Smythe. He attended MGS 1889-1893. He was a
cricketer, played in the Fives Tournaments and also came 2nd in the U15 Hurdles. He was clearly competitive indicated by a
Maidstonian reference to the One Mile Bicycle Handicap (1892): "Jewell was fouled by Smythe and thrown but recovered and
won anyhow." He also represented the school at football, playing at half-back and returned to play in the 'Past versus Present'
game in December 1894 played at Postley Fields Ground which has an interesting write up: "The ground was kindly lent by the
Maidstone Rugby Club. We used the rugby goal posts and the first goal scored against us would probably have gone over a proper
bar." The game ended in a 2 all draw. He played the following year (on the Athletic Ground) in a 5-3 defeat, and then again in a 32 victory. He also ran in the Old Boys 220yds Handicap Race in the 1895 Sports Day.
The 1896 Maidstonian states that: "some Old Boys have joined the Maidstone Rugby Team. Though Rugby Football was
abandoned some years ago at the school, the Old Boys do not appear to have forgotten the game, as the following have appeared
in the Maidstone Rugby Team: JH Hills, CH Long, S Plomley, F Smith, GS Smythe, P Smythe, LP Spencer."
After leaving MGS, Percy worked for his father's timber and slate merchants business in Maidstone. He beacme President of the
Old Maidstonians Society in 1908 and part of his loyal toast at the 24th Annual Supper and Smoking Concert (12.12.1908) was:
"The King was not only the King of England, but the King of Statesmen and the King of Sportsmen (applause)..." The 1911 Census
has him as single and living with his mother (the father had died) in Fairview, Maidstone, and his occupation being timber
merchant.
When war broke he was engaged in buying horses for the Government and then he was given a commission (Lieutenant) in the
Royal Field Artillery and joined a Howitzer Battery. In December 1914 he went to the front where he rendered gallant service as
an Artillery Officer. Unfortunately, he sustained paralysis after a serious fall which led to his return home in May 1915. He married
Charlotte E Bailey on 18.11.1916, but unfortunately died a year later on 8th December 1917.
The Kent Messenger 15.12.1917 reported the following: "Death of Mr Percy Smythe: The physical infirmities resulting from his
experiences while serving his King and Country in France terminated fatally in the case of Mr Percy Smythe, of 'Sunbury', Bower
Mount Road, on Saturday. Born in Maidstone some 39 years ago, Mr Percy Smythe was the youngest son of the late Mr John
Smythe and a Freeman of the Borough. He was educated at Maidstone Grammar School, and became an active member of the
firm of Messrs. J. and AS Smythe, Timber and Slate Merchants, Bridge Wharf. Keen on all kinds of sports, he played for the Old
Rugby Football Club, and, with his cousin, Mr Bernard Smythe, was a familiar figure at the Maidstone Lawn Tennis Tournaments.
He also served in the West Kent Yeomanry, and was a frequent prize-winner at the sports. He filled the office of President of the
Old Maidstonians' Society and was at one time a prominent member of Maidstone's Anglers Society.... Mr Smythe was wellknown in Maidstone and the district, and in his misfortune he had the sympathy of a wide circle of friends whose condolence is
now being extended to the widow and other members of the family. The funeral took place at the Maidstone Cememtery
following a service in St Peter's Church. There is no CWGC attribution to him which needs to be investigated.

James Laurence Cathcart Sutherland MC - Lieutenant
Dob: 16/09/1897

Dod:

19/08/1918

MC

Age: 20

James Lawrence Cathcart Sutherland was born on 16th September 1897. He was the nephew of Miss Sutherland of 19 Ashford
Road, Maidstone, who was a Doctor of Medicine and he lived with her while at MGS. James joined MGS (East Borough House) on
11th February 1909, aged 11, and stayed until 1915, having a very full and successful 6 years. He was captain of the School
football team being described as: "Untiring in his efforts; plays a sterling game, tackles well, and feeds his forwards assiduously;
has been the mainstay of the defence." He also gained 1st XI cricket colours and played 1st XI hockey. He was one of the losing
'Fives' finalists in the 1914 tournament, losing to Blunden 15-13, 15-9. He was also a prefect, a librarian and a leading cadet in the
OTC before going for officer training at Sandhurst. Also, in January 1914 he was elected Secretary of the Debating Society. He was
a very academic student being awarded the Worley Scholarship, taking the Fifth Form Prize and Languages Prize; the Sixth Form
Prize for Languages as well as the Monckton Prize (£4) and a cricket prize for the best bowling average. Over two seasons for the
1st XI he took 80 wickets at an average of 6 runs per wicket. This included taking 6 wickets for 2 runs against the Royal West Kent
Depot, 4 for 11 against HMS Worcester, 7 for 22 against Skinners (L Blunden took the best batting prize and he would also perish
in WW1). He performed in a 1915 concert being part of a sketch 'The Dentists Den' where he played Mr Grabbit, the dentist. The
1915 Speech Day report states: "In the Amry Entrance Examination, LJC Sutherland was one of the 4 boys sent up (Royal Military
College Sandhurst) during the past year, and he took the 19th place out of several hundred candidates."
James received the militray cross for acts of exemplary gallantry during active operations against the enemy. His Military Cross
was awarded in the King's New Years' Honours List on 1st January 1918. The Maidstonian quoted: "after leaving Sandhurst, James
went almost immediatley to France. He took part in nearly every big engagement on the Somme, Vimy Ridge, and Passchedaele.
Afterwards he went to Italy and saw a fair amount of fighting on the Piave. Later he joined the Air Force and qualified for active
service in July 1918, serving initially as an observer to the 104th Squadron. It is believed that before he died he brought down 4
German planes before being shot down himself. He had severe leg injuries and died in hospital after an operation."
James died on 19th August 1918, aged 20. The Maidstonian printed the following tribute: "Sad it is to write of the death of JLC
Sutherland, formerly of the 1st Royal West Kent Regiment and later the RAF. Sutherland was one of the best type of Old
Maidstonians, and his death is a great loss to his friends and country." When his wartime service medals were issued in early
1922, they were sent to CC Sutherand Esq., who was James' brother, also an Old Maidstonian, and who had been a Midshipman
in the RNR and who joined the New Zealand Steam Navigation Company and survived the war. James is remembered with honour
at Chambieres French National Cemetery, Metz.

Edward Henry Tolhurst - Private
Dob: 06/11/1896

Dod:

14/08/1916

Age: 19

Edward Henry Tolhurst was born 6th November 1896 at 119 Union Street, Maidstone. His father, Edward, worked in a local
brewery, and later as a dairyman. His mother was Louisa Tolhurst, and Edward had a younger brother, Herbert. Edward joined
MGS 15th September 1908, aged 11, having been educated at St Paul's Boys and being a Blue Coat Scholar. He left school in 1911.
He was awarded the Second Form Prize, was a cdet in the OTC and a Junior County Scholar.
On leaving school he worked in the Maidstone branch of the Royal Insurance Company, along with fellow MGS casualty of the
war, Carl Hobson. Of the 20 employees from this branch who answered their country's call, 8 of them would not return.
Private Edward Tolhurst (5026) was in the 15th London Battalion (Prince of Wales' Own Civil Service Rifles). He was killed in action
on 14th August 1916, during the Somme Offensive, at the tender age of 19. The following announcement appeared in the Kent
Messenger and Maidstone Telegraph on Saturday August 26th 1916: "Mr & Mrs E Tolhurst, late of Pudding Lane, Maidstone, and
more recently Wateringbury, received on Saturday the sad news that their eldest son, Private EH Tolhurst, has been killed in
action in France. Private Tolhurst, who as 19, was a smart, young soldier. Educted at St Paul's School Maidstone, under Mr JB
Groom, he won a scholarship at the Grammar School, and completed his education there. He was afterwards employed at the
Eiffel Tower Works, and subsequently obtained a position in the local offices of the Kent and Royal Insurance Company. Enlisting
in the London Regiment in November last, he went out to France and had been in much of the fighting up to the time of his death
which occurred on August 13th. His Captain, sending the tidings to the parents says: 'I very much regret to inform you that your
son Private EH Tolhurst was killed in action this afternoon at 3:30pm. It is very sad that such a young life should be cut short and
no one realises the calamity more than we do out here who live and fight together day by day. He was a popular young fellow,
and to me, as his company commandant, one of those who caused no trouble which means a tremendous help out here. He has
done well here and has always done his job willingly and bravely. He was struck by a shell causing woulds from which he died
immediately. Please accept from myself, the officers, NCOs and men of B Company, our deepest sympathy on losing one of our
pals'. Private Tolhurst's younger brother, who is serving in the 22nd Australian Light Horse, has not been heard of since he sailed
for the war."
He is remembered with honour at Maroeuil British Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France; his grave inscription reads: "Faithful unto
death greater love hath no man than this".

Arthur Frederick Tong - Lieutenant
Dob: 29/03/1898

Dod:

28/09/1918

Age: 20

Arthur Frederick Tong was born 29th March 1898 in East Street, Harrietsham. His parents were Arthur, a builder, and Ellen Annie
Tong. Arthur joined MGS (School House) on 19th September 1909, aged 11, as a Kent Junior Scholar, and stayed until 1915. He
won the Seocnd Form Languages Prize and came 2nd in the U13 100yds. He was successful in the school's OTC, becoming a
Sergeant, and he was praised in the 1915 Maidstonian for his "great assisstance." He also sang a song 'W'em come oop from
Sumerset' in a school concert held on 13th February 1915. He was a School Prefect and the recipient of one of the Special Prizes
at the 1912 Speech Day, the Organists Prize; he also received the Sixth Form Science Prize in 1914, and was congratualted on his
success in the Cambridge (Senior) Local Examinations in December 1913.
Arthur joined the Royal Flying Corps when he was 18, eventually serving with 217th Squadron. He flew an Airco DH4 bomber
plane. Arthur died on 28th September 1918, aged 20, when he was shot down during a bombing raid over German lines near
Dunkirk. The Kent Messenger and Maidstone Telegraph included the following statement on Saturday October 5th 1918: "Fresh
names are continually being added to the long roll of honour at Maidstone Grammar School. News was received a day or two ago
that Liutenant Tong, Royal Air Force, had been killed while on active service in France. This gallant young officer, whose relatives
reside at Harrietsham, was at the Grammar School when war broke out, and joined up on reaching the age of 18. He was
described as a fearless, skilful airman and popular within his squadron." He is buried at the Croix-Rouge Military Cemetery,
Quaedympre, France; and his grave inscription reads: "Safe home". He is also remembered on the Harrietsham Memorial, St John
The Baptist Churchyard, Kent, UK.

Harold Tupper - Lieutenant
Dob: 23/11/1891

Dod:

22/07/1918

Age: 26

Harold Tupper wa born on 23rd November 1891 in Aylesford, the only son of Thomas and Mary Elizabeth Tupper, who later
became the Innkeepers of the Roebuck Harrietsham. Harold joined MGS (School House) 15th September1906, aged 14, as a Kent
Scholar and left in July 1910. During these 4 years he made a big impression inside and ouside of the classroom, being very
popular. Harold was a very talented sportsman, eventually captaining the schools 1st XI at both football and cricket, and picking
up prizes for the best batting and bowling average. He averaged 16 with the bat and over two seasons in the 1st XI he took 63
wickets at an average of 7. His final cricket report says it all: "A good all-round cricketer. A capital field, sound bat, strong bowler,
good captain." At football he was a centre-forward and "Full of go with a hot shot; plays a hard game" "has worked tremendously
hard; has plenty of pace and is to be conrgatulated on the team generally." He was also one of the school's gymnasium team of 8
and he came 2nd in the 1907 Obstacle Race and 3rd in the 880yds Handicap Race. In the 1909 Sports Day he was 2nd in the
100yds Open and 2nd in the 880yds Open. He played an active role in the OTC (CCF) becoming a Lance-Corporal and a cadet
bugler. He was awarded the Fourth Form Prize and the Mathematics Award, and was appointed a School Prefect. He performed in
the Christmas Concert singing 'The Village Pump'.
On leaving school he became an Articled Accountant while still living at the Roebuck Inn. At the outbreak of the war he joined the
County of London Regiment on August 4th 1914. He attended the Annual Supper and Smoking Concert of the Old Maidstonian
Society, held at the Rose and Crown Hotel on Saturday 19th December 1914, before gong to France in March 1915 with the 20th
Battalion, City of London Rifles. He came home to take an Officer Training Corps course in December 1915, and was gazetted to
the 16th Royal Fusiliers in January 1916. After six months at Bedford and Fermoy he went to France again in July 1916, and was
severely wonded in the head on 4th August at Bazentin-Le-Petit.He spent 18 weeks in hospital in Stoodeley Knowle, Torquay
beofre returning to Harrietsham. After his injury he was operated on many times but his sight in one eye could not be saved. He
had further spells in hospital in Manchester and convalesced in Southport in 1917. After four days at home in 1918, when he
visited the school, he went back to the Royal Infirmary Manchester for further operations , but meningitis set in and he died on
July 22nd 1918, aged 26, 2 years after the initial injuries.
An obituary for Harold appeared in the Maidstonian of Summer 1918: "The sad news has arrived of the death of Harold Tupper of
Harrietsham. During his time at MGS he endeared himself to all by his fine character and good sportsmanship. He was a successful
captain of both the Cricket and Football XIs and his opponents had good cause to remember his prowess at both games ... one can

hardly realise that the ever-smiling Tupper, who visited our cricket field quite recently, has so soon passed away. His interest in
his old School has never flagged, and he was always very keen to hear of the success of his old House (School House). The war has
taken sad toll on the ranks of Old Maidstonians, but of those who have fallen none was more beloved than Harold Tupper.
Requiescat in Pace."
There is a very moving extract from the Editorial of the July 1918 edition of th Maidstonian: "In the midst of our multifarious
occupations our thoughts often turn to those, so lately our comrades, whose lives differ so widely from our own, and are so
different, too, from what they expected for themselves a few years go, and what their friends hoped on their behalf. We think,
among many others of ... Harold Tupper, severely wounded two years ago, an invalid ever since, whose death has just been
announced." Poignant words indeed.
Harold was buried with full military honours in St John The Baptist Churchyard Harrietsham.

John Lucas Warry - Captain
Dob: 22/05/1884

Dod:

27/04/1917

Age: 32

John Lucas Warry was born in Woolwich on 22nd May 1884, to William George King Warry, a Warrant Officer, and his wife
Charlotte. John joined MGS on 25th April 1896, aged 13, spending 2 years at the school. He occasionally represented the school at
football and cricket and he came 3rd in the U14 100yds, and 2nd in the U14 High Jump. On leaving school he trained as an
Architect in the service of London County Council, becoming an ARIBA in December 1912. He lived at 8 Colehill Gardens, Fulham
Palace Road, Fulham. In 1910 he married the only daughter, Winifred Sarah, of Mr FG Andrew of New Southgate.
John joined the Artists Rifles in 1915, then took a commission in the Sherwood Foresters on 31st July 1916 becoming a Second
Lieutenant. He took part in the putting down of the Dublin Rebellion (the Easter Uprising) in 1916 and then served with the
Sherwood Foresters in France and Flanders from February 1917. He was promoted to Captain just before his unfortunate death.
He died, aged 32, at the South Midland Field Ambulance Station on 27th April 1917, from wounds received in action towards the
North West of St.Quentin, after leadng an attack earlier tht day. Upon his death, his Colonel described him as "a brave man, if
ever there was one, and led his company right on to the enemies wire only 20 days ago, coming through unscathed. If you could
have seen the anxious way in which the men crowded round his stretcher you would have realised how they loved him ... we all
loved him ... he was always cheery and ready at a moments notice to take on difficult and dangerous work. He was a most gallant
Officer". Brigadier-General Maconchy CB, CMS, DSO, wrote: "I wish you would convey to Warry's people my deepest sympathy
with them in the loss of so fine a son, whom I have known, and appreciated, ever since he first joined the battalion." His death
was also mentioned in a number of newspapers, including the Derby Daily Telegraph, The Essex County Chronicle, and The
Nottingham Evening Post.
Before his death, he wrote some letters to his Aunt (both his parents had passed away) with illustrations in the margin. These
letters are very touching and insightful; particularly poignant is the one that he wrote two weeks before his death which describes
the horrible situation he found himself in. He wrote that "The weather has been against us .... hampering all supplies .... no good
water ... bad roads". He goes on to describe the horrors of their last attack which left 37 men dead and many wounded - "I am the
only survivor ... I do wish the whole thing was over." In another letter he talked of a recent march with his men "Twenty six miles,
after 12 miles some men had fainted ... carrying 2 rifles, a pick and a full pack." He goes on to say how the march made him lose
the outer surface of his heel "But it will return if I live long enough". Sadly he didn't.
He is remembered with honour at Peronne Communal Cememtery Extension in France.

Henry Richard Waterman - Lieutenant
Dob: 16/06/1897

Dod:

28/08/1916

Age: 19

Henry Richard Waterman was born 16th June 1897 in Maidstone. He initially lived at Sheals Crescent, then 12 College Road and
finally 18 Mill Street with his father Edward, who was an Auctioneer, his mother Helen and two younger sisters Molly and Betty.
He joined MGS (East Borough House) on 19th January 1907, aged 9, and he was a Blue Coat Scholar in 1910. Throughout his
school career his records appear as R Waterman (Richard) as do newspaper cuttings. He won the Second Form Prize for
Mathematics and the Fifth Form Science Award. He served in the school's OTC for 4 years, rising to the rank of Sergeant and
passing his Certificate 'A' Examination, before being accepted by Sandhust in 1914. He was also a member of the MGS Debating
Society, including being on the losing side by 7 votes of a debate on the issue of conscription which was discussed in February
1914. He argued that the inefficiency of the Territorials showed that some form of conscription was necessary (conscription was
finally brought in 1916). He passed his Cambridge Senior Local Examinations, with a distinction in drawing, in July 1914 and
qualified for the London Matriculation Certificate, but he did not finish his education as he decided to serve King and Country.
The Christmas 1914 Maidstonian stated: "We have unfortunately lost some boys this term who would have been with us except
for the War, notably ES Johnston, JB Matthews and R Waterman. We wish them good luck in their military duties." Unfortunately
all three died serving their country by 1920. Richard stayed at Sandhurst from September 1914 till January 1915 and was then
gazetted to the 5th Middlesex Regiment. In May 1915 he was sent to France. He is mentioned in a letter to the school by Old
Maidstonian R Brennan, 2nd Inniskilling Fusliliers BEF, who wote sometime in 1915 to the school "Funnily enough, I met
Waterman at Rouen in the Rest Camp, waiting to go up with the Middlesex, but I left him there as he had measles - lucky dog!"
Two months later Richard was wounded in both feet and was sent to a hospital in Dublin to convalesce. He returned to the Front
Line in March 1916 and was killed in action on August 28th, aged 19. The Christmas Maidstonian of 1916 stated: "He was a bright
and promising boy at school and very popular. His Colonel wrote of him after his death 'A very promising young Officer and his
loss will be felt very much by myself and the Officers of my regiment.' A brother Officer wrote 'He and I came out from Sandhurst
together and all the time I have known him he has been loved alike by his fellow officers and men for his bravery and
cheerfulness.'
He is remembered with honour at Serre Road Cemetery No.2 in France; his grave inscription reads: "He conquers who endures".

George Ormrod - Lieutenant
Dob: 09/01/1888

Dod:

18/09/1918

Age: 30

George Ormrod BA was one of numerous MGS Staff members who left teaching to go and fight in the Great War. He was born in
Oldham in 1888 to John and Charlotte Ormrod, the youngest of five children (4 boys and 1 girl). He was educated at Hulme
Grammar School from 1899 to 1904, then onto Oldham PT Centre, 1904-6, and finally Kings College London 1906-9. He graduated
with 1st Class Honours in Maths, Latin, Greek and French. He taught at Tavistock Grammar School 1909-10, Hertford Grammar
School 1910-12, and Brighton Grammar School 1912-14, before being appointed as an MGS member of Staff in September 1914.
He taught French and English at the school (for a salary of £160). He contributed to the school community, playing occasionally in
the school Cricket and Football teams, along with students who would also fight and die in the war such as Lewis Blunden. The
report of the football match between MGS and Mr APD Beattie's XI states: "We were reinforced for the match by Messrs Ormrod,
Phillips and Morton." He also played in a 17-3 victory (football) against the 'A' Company Kensington Rifles, and in a game against
Bethany November 27th 1914: "Owing to our very heavy defeat when we played this team away, Mr Ormrod turned out for the
School to make the game more even." MGS was winning this game 3-1 at one point but eventually lost in a 7 goal thriller! He also
joined the ranks of the School's OTC. Mr Ormrod lived at 17 Hastings Road while teaching at MGS with his wife Margaret.
In the Christmas 1915 Maidstonian the Editorial states: "Towards the end of term Mr Phillips and Mr Ormrod left us, to take
commissions in the Army. We wish them every success in their military duties." He joined the Army in 1916 after undergoing
surgery to make him fit for service. He trained at the 8th Cadet School at Lichfield, and was later gazetted to the 5th Battalion of
the Royal Sussex Regiment in August 1916 and went with his regiment to France. He saw action on all parts of the Western Front,
notably on the Somme, at Nieuport and Passchendaele. The July 1917 Maidstonian reported that the School "were very pleased
to see Mr Ormrod on Thursday May 10th 1917" when he visited while on leave.
A report of his death states: "During the Summer of 1918 his battalion was kept fairly quiet but on September 18th 1918 the 2nd
Royal Sussex was attacking vigorously, Mr Ormrod's platoon being responsible for the capture of a very large number of prisoners
and machine guns. In the night action which followed he was in command of his company, as his Captain had been wounded
during the day. All went well at first, and he was passing over to a flank platoon to direct operations when a hidden nest of
machine guns was encountered. One of his orderlies was wounded and while in the act of helping him, both Mr Ormrod, and a
second orderly, were wounded. He called to the man to attend to his own wound first, which he did. Afterwards when the orderly
crawled back, he found that Mr Ormrod was dead." It was not possible to retrieve his body until 30th September. He was buried

on 1st October in the little cemetery at the crossroads at St Helene. In the April 1919 Maidstonian the School described him as: "a
man in the best sense of the word whose unselfish nature predominated even to the end. He knew how to play the game, and he
played it regardless of the cost. We offer our sincere sympathy to Mrs Ormrod in her great loss."
He is remembered with honour at Cerisy-Gailly Military Cemetery, Somme, France and there is a commemorative plaque above
the fireplace in the MGS Staff Common Room.

