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From the President
As we go to press the OMS Annual Supper has been cancelled as the
country shuts down to help stall the spread of Covid-19. It was with
enormous regret that this decision was taken but completely unavoidable
in the circumstances.
Led by our Chairman the OMS Committee will pivot to work within these
new circumstances and ensure that there is continuity in the governance
of the society and clear communication of our 2020-21 calendar of events
when normality resumes.
In the meantime take care and we look forward to seeing you at an OMS event before too
long.
Nancy Powell

The Chairman’s Thoughts
Having announced to the Committee my intention not to seek reelection to the post of Chairman this Spring, I thought that I should
write a few words about my lengthy stint in the role, rather than the
usual short review of recent events.
I was elected to chair your Committee on 22 April 1998, to succeed
my very old friend Henry Darley who had most capably ‘run the show’
for the previous six or seven years. This means that I have
completed twenty-two years in the role. Good Heavens! Sounds like
a life sentence: I was a boy at the school for eight years and, indeed,
the OM Governor for ten, nine of them as Chairman. Oh - and a
member of the PA Committee for five, two as Chairman. Doesn’t bear adding it all up
really, but 45 years has a certain ring to it! No wonder my wife suggests that my main
address should be ‘Barton Road’!
It fell to me to chair the appointment committee for the new Headmaster when Philip Pettit
retired in 1992 which brought the legendary Neil Turrell on to the scene. As this Society’s
Chairman I have enjoyed close working relationships with three Headmasters; Neil, Nick
Argent and the present Head, Mark Tomkins. I thank all of them warmly for their support
for the Old Maidstonians: without that support we could not have achieved all that we
have. I hope, too, that the Society has, through those years, supported the School as best
it could.
But I owe thanks beyond the present day School: I owe thanks to you all - the members of
the Society - for allowing me to lead the Committee and hence the Society as a whole.
Most of all though, I thank my wife, Pam, for her tolerance of the time I have spent in
Committee and all the other ad hoc meetings which come with the job. And I wish the
Society well in the future.
Richard Ratcliffe
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The Vice-Chairman
John Clayton, current Secretary to the OMS, has recently been elected Vice-Chair of the
school's Governing Body. John was originally elected as a Parent Governor in 2000 and
has been a Foundation Governor since 2004, representing the Society. He is also Chair of
the Governors Committee that deals with Student and Staff Welfare.

The Current membership
The membership now stands at about 2,150, and it increases by about 130 every year,
with quite a few joining who are not school leavers in that year.

MGS and OMS EVENTS
As this edition is being compiled, the coronavirus epidemic is having an increasing impact
on all of our lives. You will already be aware that the Committee has had little choice but
to cancel the Annual Supper on 27 March.
If you have already purchased tickets by bank transfer, you are asked to send your bank
account number and sort code to the Treasurer, Graham Belson, at
oms@oldmaidstonians.org.uk. He will then return the money and notify you when that has
been done. If you paid by cheque, Graham will have already shredded your cheque,
unless you asked for it to be returned.
It will come as no surprise that the school has also cancelled all non-essential events. If
necessary, the school can be contacted on 01622 752101, or by e-mail at
school@mgs.kent.sch.uk.
Clearly, the coming few months will be difficult for all of us, and the members of the
Committee wish you all the very best of fortune.

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)
Readers might like to know that since the advent of GDPR, we have stopped printing
people’s school dates unless they give us specific permission to do so, in writing. The
reason, of course, is that such dates can be a valuable piece of information to anyone who
is contemplating the perpetration of identity theft.
Also, we now cannot print the names of people in photographs without specific permission,
and when correspondents mention anyone else in any context, we sometimes have the
problem of trying to establish if someone might still be alive, in which case, we can’t use
any of their details.
These new regulations do fulfil an important function, but they cause all kinds of
headaches, and can result in much less interesting information being published in
newsletters like ours.

Musings from the Penthouse
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It is said that of you make a mistake then put it right as soon as possible. So I have to
commence this time with an errata in the last edition. Under the ‘Notable Maidstonians’
section, I said that the brother of Ivan Roots visited the school recently. That fact was
correct but his Christian name was not, as Ivan’s brother is Mr Gilbert Roots. My
apologies to the Roots family and to all my readers.
Well, winter has gone, so has the country’s membership of the E.U., a royal prince and his
wife, and hopefully by the time that you read this, the coronavirus infections will also have
disappeared. What you may ask has this to do with MGS? Nothing directly, although
there may be some of the above that could affect our lives, but it did remind me of a
situation recorded in The Maidstonian editions of 1897 and 1898.
Maidstone was the centre of the largest recorded outbreak of a typhoid epidemic in the
U.K. It still holds this dubious record. The cause was the use of contaminated water from
the Farleigh water mains and poor housing. The outbreak started in September 1897 and
ended in January 1898, causing the deaths of 132 people and affecting 1,700
others. During that period, Nurse Edith Cavell, who was later executed by a
German firing squad, served with many other nurses helping the afflicted of
our town. Some nurses came from outside the Maidstone area, many of the
from London area. Each of these gallant ladies was awarded a Maidstone
Typhoid Epidemic medal. During the epidemic a fund was started by
Rochester Council entitled ‘Stricken Maidstone’, drawing gifts from all over
Europe, especially France and Italy (should we have left the E.U.?) and even
one donation from Queen Victoria herself, possibly remembering the death of
her dear Albert just 36 years before, from typhoid. The turning point of the
epidemic was the first-ever sterilisation of mains water in the U.K., in this case by
chlorinating it, and again the first-ever recorded trial of immunisation using a group of
volunteer nurses.
How was MGS involved in all this? The school authorities had little warning as the
epidemic started so close to the commencement of the winter term. Instructions were
given that ‘all water and milk, for whatever purpose used’, should be boiled for the
‘regulation 10 minutes’ and that ‘other precautions of a similar purpose should be used.’ I
dread to think what milk that has been boiled for 10 minutes would taste like! Due to these
regulations not one pupil or member of staff was infected. One Old Maidstonian, Mr. A.
A. Penfold, who died of typhoid in October 1987 is remembered in a following edition of
The Maidstonian.
There may also be another reason for the school having been kept
clear, however. As the epidemic was showing no sign of abating,
the Headmaster, Herbert Watson, ‘in order to restore the
confidence of those parents, who on the first alarm had elected, in
reply to the school circular on the subject, to have their boys home,
took a house for the boarders at Southborough, Tunbridge Wells’.
The boarders who still remained in the School House were
transferred ‘bag and baggage’ to Southborough. MGS then
became a ‘double school’ with boarders in Southborough and day
pupils still studying in the School House in Tonbridge Road,
Maidstone. The records show that there were 74 boys on the
register, with another 12 in the Preparatory School.
The School House was also used for some of the time as a temporary hospital, with
between 30 and 40 nurses tending the sick.
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Very early in the Christmas holidays in 1897, the headmaster was appointed Headmaster
of Great Yarmouth Grammar School (conveniently?). He did not go alone as apart from
his wife, he ‘took with him’ two of the masters from what would have been a relatively
small staff base (the following headmaster had only 6 masters and Mr. Henniker who was
a part-time master). He also possibly took some of the pupils, as the school register
shows that there were now 70 boys in the school compared to the 86 in the previous term.
In one way the school did benefit from Mr. Watson’s departure,
as the Governors appointed one Revd Charles G. Duffield M.A..
The Revd Duffield was to become one of the greatest
headmasters that MGS has had, as he developed the image of
the school, the Cadet Corp was started under his leadership, he
introduced the school blazer, started the house system with
three houses (School, West and East) and was, or rather his
wife was, instrumental in creating our current school song. By
the end of his time in Maidstone the school was teaching 25%
more boys than at the time when Mr. Watson left.
On the subject of calamities a gentleman recently asked whether
the school had ever maintained a fire-brigade. He is a former
Fire Divisional Officer, long retired, who is a collector and a researcher of the history of
early British Fire Services. He recently bought two items on eBay one of which was a
school button with the Maidstone coat of arms and the letters O.T.C. underneath the
crest. I was able to assure him that the button almost certainly came from one of our
uniforms. His request did start me thinking about whether the school had ever had a fire.
Senior pupils had been fire-watchers during WW2 using the top of the gatehouse as their
lookout, but looking back through copies of The Maidstonian, I found that there had been
one serious fire when the school was in Tonbridge Road. On the 3rd May 1915 a fire broke
out in one of the dormitories and Donald, the 4- year-old son of the headmaster, Mr.
Walter E. Cross, was killed. There were reports at the time that he had been playing with
matches. A terrible tragedy for Mr. Cross and his wife, especially as they had only been
at the school for just over two years.
Two other fires are reported in The Maidstonian, one which occurred in the Barton Road
premises when one boy comfortably settled in place when he noticed smoke coming from
a fan above him. Putting his needs aside he rushed out to find a master who quickly dealt
with the matter allowing the lad to rest at ease. The other fire occurred whilst the school
were at Corpus Christi Hall and did causing a lot of excitement for the pupils. An ‘Old
Maidstonian’ wrote in the very first edition of The Maidstonian in 1885:
‘One of the most exciting scenes I can remember occurred one Sunday evening. It must
have been winter for it was dark. We were in church, at evening service, our seats being
in the gallery, when just as the preacher entered the pulpit a man walked hastily up the
centre aisle and whispered something to a gentlemen; in an instant there was a buzz.
Every one stood up, then there was a cry of ‘Fire,’ and all rushed out; I need not say that
we boys were not the last. We looked up expecting to see the church in a blaze, but all
was dark. Then it was rumoured that the fire was down town, and we ran off with the
crowd, and our excitement was redoubled when we found that the fire was in Earl Street!
Some part of the brewery right opposite the school had taken fire. We were got into the
school with some difficulty, but from the windows we had a fine view. It was very grand
while it lasted, but that was not for long. The fire was confined to some store houses, and
soon burnt itself out, but we boys were convinced that our school house would take fire,
and we all had made bundles of our ‘valuables’, whatever they were.’

Page 5

This experience must have happened in the 1850s if not before as the O.M. says
elsewhere in his memories that he was a small boy when he left the school.
(Editor’s note: as the boys were in a ‘gallery’, the church concerned must have been Holy
Trinity, rather than All Saints’. This is not surprising, as there were links between the
school and Holy Trinity, with at least one headmaster acting as incumbent at the church.)
After all that gloom, on a lighter note: Old Maidstrivia
•
•
•
•

•
•

In the year in which Greenwich Meridian and Mean Time were adopted (1884) the
Old Maidstonian Society was formed – 136 years old this year. Well done!
In 1849 M.G.S celebrated its 300th anniversary, whilst
Harrods Store was opening for the first time.
April 1885, the first edition of The Maidstonian was
published following two similarly presented School Lists.
A ‘Bathing-Stage’ and ‘Dressing-box’ were purchased in
1885, on the River Medway bank in Maidstone to enable
boys to swim, having had privacy in changing.
In 1896 the headmaster’s wife gave two prizes, one of which was awarded to
house-boys (boarders) for the ‘best kept and prettiest cubicle in the School House’.
By 1900 Sports Day include such activities as the three-legged race, throwing the
cricket ball and threading the needle.

And after that trivia a question…. Mark Sunnucks wondered whether we might be able to
prove or disprove a rumour regarding a possible famous Old Maidstonian.
‘I was at MGS in the 1980s, and around that time a band called “Sigue Sigue Sputnik” had
a fairly famous record in the charts. They were a bit of a one-hit wonder, but the rumour at
the time was that the band’s drummer "Neal X" was a former MGS pupil. He has a very
short Wikipedia page, with his real name as, at https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neal_X.’
Our Archivist has found no trace of him in school records, but if any reader knows more
about this issue, we will be pleased to receive further information!
Enjoy your summer.
Icarus

Memories of a police officer
We will be publishing a short series of articles by Ron Dillon, who joined Kent Police in
1962. Here is his first story.
Tunbridge Wells RFC, is on the town's outskirts and isolated. Many times as a constable
on night duty cycle beat, I had checked these premises alone, I won't say ‘without a care’,
but it was part of the job and there was never a problem.
Times changed and we introduced team policing with a Sergeant and (usually) two
constables driving round checking premises and going to trouble spots. This was before
personal radios, and the idea was to drop off a lone officer to carry out a task while the
others did something and then came back for him.
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One night I was in the car with a sergeant and another constable, and the sergeant said
he'd drop me off to check the Rugby Club and then come back for me. 'Hang on', I said, 'If
there's anybody there I've got no chance of grabbing them.' 'Ok, if you're frightened go
with him Dave,' said the sergeant. Dave (the other constable) and I left him sitting in the
car while we walked the 50 yards to the Club. As we approached, we heard noises inside
the building. The upshot was that we arrested four people for breaking into the place. If I'd
been by myself, who knows? But the chances are they'd have all run in different directions
and got away
After all the times I'd been to the Club with no problem why did I say what I did? Was I
scared as he said? No, I'd no reason to be. Was it sixth sense? Who knows? But it does
show that it's not always good work that catches criminals - luck often helps, just by being
in the right place at the right time.

The Fraternity of Corpus Christi
(This article is printed by kind permission of Dr Brian Shaw formerly KCC Area Office
Support Maidstone)
One of the characteristics of the Middle Ages was the formation of Fraternities or Guilds
having as their purpose the regular observance of certain religious services, and the relief
of their members in sickness and old age. Through the generosity of individuals, these
Associations amassed great wealth, and usually exercised an important influence over the
affairs of the towns in which they were situated. A religious guild was established in
Maidstone by a number of the townspeople, who called themselves the ‘Guardians,
Brethren, and Sisters of the Fraternity of the Body of Jesu Christ’.
This Guild existed at first without any direct authority from the Crown. From a Deed dated
1422, we know that the old hall at the bottom of Earl Street was the venue for the first
meetings of 25 members. This Hall belonged to John Hyssenden, who is described as a
‘noble and venerable man’. He directed that the property was to descend to the Guild’s
heirs and successors, and that a part of the Deed was to be kept by the wardens of the
fraternity, and another part by the guardians (wardens) of All Saints’ Church. It was also at
this time that a school was formed and used this hall for its accommodation, although as
noted below, the formation of a Grammar School, in the reign of King Edward VI, did not
occur for another century.
Built in the Perpendicular style, the Hall in Earl Street consisted of a refectory, a chapel,
three cloisters, and other apartments. Having existed in an orderly and virtuous manner
for a number of years, Henry VI, in 1441, confirmed the guild by letters patent under the
Great Seal, made it perpetual, and granted to it certain privileges and immunities. Robert
Est and Richard Barbour were named as wardens, and they were authorised to purchase
and hold lands to the annual value of £20, and to found a chantry in All Saints' Church.
At the close of the 15th century there were about a hundred and fifty brethren and sisters
connected with the Guild. Female members formed only a small proportion of the whole,
seldom numbering more than twenty. In the year 1474 the numbers were: brethren 105,
sisters 19; in 1478, brethren 113, sisters 18; in 1487, brethren 136, sisters 15. Each
member paid an annual contribution, 2d being the lowest payment and the highest 6s 8d.
Members apparently belonging to the middle class paid 1s or 1s 6d each, while those of
higher position gave more liberally. Thus the Prior of Leeds and the Abbot of Boxley gave
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3s 4d each, the Master of All Saints' College 4s, and Sir Henry Ferrers, who was on
several occasions High Sheriff of Kent, 6s 8d.
For the benefit of the sick and infirm, small almshouses were maintained; three in Pudding
Lane, and six on the south side of Maidstone bridge, each consisting of a room on the
ground floor and a garret above. Besides the members' contributions, which amounted in
1478 to £12 11s 2d, gifts and legacies were made to the fraternity, and from time to time
lands and houses were purchased.
At the chantry in All Saints' Church, prayers were daily offered up by the priest for the
souls of the deceased members. The chantry was situated at the east end of the north
aisle of the church and is now known as the ‘Holy Name Chapel’, but the original altar was
removed at the Reformation. On the eve of dirges and masses the church bells were rung,
the ringers being paid by the guild. However, the great event in the life of the fraternity was
the sumptuous feast held on Corpus Christi Day, for which it was customary to make
preparations on a vast scale. At the festival in 1474, fifteen cooks and nine spit-turners
were employed, and they were obviously not too many for the work they had to do. The
fare for that year consisted of 128 geese, 52 chickens, 43 pairs of pigeons, 10 or 12 pigs,
large quantities of oats, 10 gallons of milk, more than three quarts of honey, to say nothing
of bread - potatoes were not yet introduced into this country, for America had not been
discovered - butter, fish, malt, cream, eggs, garlic, salt, and spices. The cooks were paid
1d to 1s 2d each.
This fraternity, with other religious guilds, was suppressed about the year 1547, and its
property seized and vested in the Crown. It was then of the annual value of £40. The
property, however, did not long remain in the King's hands. A suitable building for a
grammar school was much wanted by the inhabitants of the town, and a desire was
expressed to secure the Brotherhood Hall for the purpose. But the means for doing so not
being obtainable, they received permission from the Duke of Somerset, who was Protector
for a few months in 1548, during the minority of Edward VI, to sell the plate and vestments
of All Saints' Church, and by this transaction the town was enabled, on payment of £205
4s, to purchase the Hall in Earl Street as well as the Corpus Christi estates. This building
continued to be used by Maidstone Grammar School for Boys for 449 years (!) until the
school finally moved in 1871 to a new site on the Tonbridge Road.

Old Maidstonians in the News
Simon Coppard, who left MGS in 2019, competed at
the National Indoor Championships on 22 and 23
February, at the English Institute of Sport in Sheffield.
He won his heat comfortably in 1:56.42, which
booked him his ticket in the final. There was a
competitive and high standard field; however, he won
in 1:54.70 to become National Indoor 800 metre
Champion! He aims to use the momentum to
continue his success into the summer outdoor
season.
Simon is looking for sponsorship. If there are any
takers, his email address is
Simon.coppard@btinternet.com.
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In the last newsletter Robbie Ferguson wrote at length about the opening of the Renovated
War Memorial Library and this prompted some great feedback.
Committee member, Tony Bishop has sent us some more memories of Squadron
Leader David Coupland.
‘In terms of cars, David had what I think might have been a 1940s type Hillman Minx or
something very similar. I did not possess a car, but then as an Articled Clerk on £2 per
week (in 1965, it went up to £5 per week, but in context, a secretary then earned about £9
a week)*, I could not afford to even run one, let alone buy one. The car had wings over
the front wheels and upon them were mounted the headlamps, on a separate assembly
standing on a sort of stalk or bar. It was a rather upright sort of motor and might have
originally been built in Maidstone in the Rootes factory which nestled in Mill Street. Some
may remember cars and lorry frames being built there, and I believe the last Hillman
model, the Hillman Imp, was wholly built and produced there. Fancy Maidstone producing
motor cars!
‘There were a couple of occasions when we travelled together down to Nonnington in the
heart of the East Kent countryside. Approaching that small village and passing the
amazing colliery wheels of the Snowdown Coal Pit, one would arrive at the Nonnington
Ladies PE Teacher Training College. This was a splendid establishment where some of
the girls from MGGS resided. From time to time, dances were run in their Main Hall: they
were particularly popular with the chaps and the students from Wye Agricultural College,
who always provided a source of competition for the ladies.
‘I recall one occasion when David and I were returning to Maidstone from such an event at
around midnight, and by then the M2 had just about opened from Faversham to the
Medway Bridge, enabling a visit to the all-night services facility at Farthing Corner - still
there I believe. On that journey home we had a problem in that the left headlamp
assembly had somehow worked loose. The effect of this was that, as we travelled along
at around 45-50 mph, the lamp itself started and continued to swivel to the left so that
every few miles it was pointing up into the hedgerows or trees! This meant that we had to
keep stopping in the escape lane of an empty M2 and I had to get out and manhandle the
headlight back to a forward-facing line. We did not have the appropriate spanner to
tighten it up. Thus, it was an amusing experience to be traveling along and to see birds
roosting in the trees!
‘Farthing Corner was the most popular of places in the mid-1960s as it was the only place
that we knew that was open for 24 hours a day. When the pubs closed at 10.30 pm
(although the Medway Towns had licensing until 11.00 pm) it was the only alternative to
going home to bed. It proved very popular to any young people who had access to
‘motorised transport, and no one seemed to mind us being there for hours at a time and
perhaps consuming only two cups of coffee. It became a favourite meeting place for ‘after
hours’, although it was not at that time ‘licensed’ in any way. It took a few more years
before Magistrates could bring themselves to grant access to drivers to buy alcohol at
petrol stations! It was all very innocent and a great deal of fun.’
*Tony also provides the following fascinating details about his training as a solicitor.
‘Historically, the Articled Clerk system worked by one’s parents (hopefully) paying a sum of
money to the Principal (Solicitor) who accepted the lad/ lass as his/ her clerk and
undertook to train him/ her. Thankfully, the custom of paying a premium to the Principal
largely went out in the 1960s: Kent Law Society banned it in about 1962-1963, I seem to
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recall. My dad did not have to pay for anything, other than my upkeep and clothes
(including shirts and collars) and shoes. When I was in London on loan to a firm in the
Strand for six months in late 1966, for “London Experience” (I was invited to stay and
transferred my Articles), I managed to survive in a Pimlico basement bedsit on £9 and 10
shillings plus Luncheon Vouchers, which were worth 3 shillings (15p nowadays) per
weekday. Well, that bought a sandwich, but it could not be exchanged for a beer!
‘I still have my Articles somewhere. My Principal asked me to draft them and I excluded
the words about “not frequenting places of ill-repute” nor making away with the postage
stamps and petty cash – not that I did of course!’
Peter Evans (1950 to 1958) wrote from Melbourne, Australia, to say that he has very fond
memories of his time at the school. ‘Your recent edition of The Old Maidstonian sparked
some particular memories, which I’d like to share with you. Congratulations on this edition
and on the work of the Society in the excellent new library. I spent a great deal of time in
its predecessor in my final years, and the new one looks magnificent.
‘Regarding the article on
David Coupland and his time
on Vulcan bombers, in 1956 (I
think) the RAF Section of the
CCF had a week’s camp at
Waddington which had then
just become the first
operational base of the
Vulcans: our huts were at the
end of the runway. A patrol
flight would take off at 22:00,
equipped with atom bombs,
on a seven-hour patrol. This
meant that the aircraft
returned, flying right over our
huts, at about 05:30: a great alarm wake-up! We were the first cadet unit to be hosted at
the base after the Vulcans went operational we were allowed a great deal of freedom. We
were all allowed into the hanger where the aircraft were housed, and climbed into the
cockpits and the fuselage, though we never saw any bombs!
‘The Rev G.I.F, Thomson was our Commanding Officer at that time, and the Section
possessed a glider which used to fly across the school field from the West Park Road
corner, downhill towards the school buildings. It was launched using a huge elastic rope,
with six cadets pulling on each end. One day, I was on the rope when a sergeant, Malcom
Burley, had the luck to be the pilot. He launched, and instead of a gentle glide and
landing, pulled back on the stick and climbed. “GIFT” was running after the glider shouting
“put it down” but the pilot panicked and kept flying, hitting the school building and lodging
in the window of the physics lab on the 1st floor. Needless to say, I never saw the glider in
use again.
‘I can also add some memories of the School House. WAC used to run a music
appreciation society in the winter in his lounge room for 6th formers, and those of us with
ambitions felt compelled to attend, though it was somewhat tedious to listen to a
symphony via a pile of six or eight platters on an auto-changer which interrupted the music
with noisy clunking auto-feeds. At one of these sessions, WAC proudly handed round his
CBE medallion, a fitting tribute to his great educational achievements. I sat three Oxford
and Cambridge entrance exams, with other candidates, sitting at his dining table in the
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School House, being invigilated by his wife. The table was large and solid, and able to
seat ten from my memory.
‘I must also praise the masters who devoted so much of their time and energy to running
the School’s Scout troops. They organised exciting camps and expeditions, and
continually challenged us to progress, till I and two other patrol leaders, Alan Knell and Jim
Atkinson, achieved the highest goal of becoming Queen’s Scouts.
‘I attach two photos from our CCF camp at Waddington. The Vulcan (picture above) was
taxiing for take-off, the other picture below is the “Rogues Gallery” of cadets who went on
the camp (me fourth from left, front row).’

An Interview with our Webmaster, Malcolm MacCallum
What do you particularly remember about MGS?
Some excellent if sometimes eccentric teaching (‘Killer’
Kemp, ‘Tiddles’ Blake, George Keast, John Skinner, and
my teachers of French and English in particular). Being
introduced to hill-walking, choral singing, theatre and
opera (which are my main leisure occupations other than
reading) and sports. Taking part in the CCF, and in
music and stage productions. The friends I made.
What were your childhood ambitions?
At primary school age, to be a doctor. From about age 12, to study mathematics (though I
had no idea where that would lead me).
What do you feel about your academic achievements, both at school and later?
Very happy with them [see my CV at www.maths.qmul.ac.uk/~mm]. My regrets... made a
slight mess of physics ‘A’ level, redeemed by my ‘S’ level paper, and similarly feel I could
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have done better in some university exams, while later on I think I could have been more
adventurous in my research.
Did you go straight to university or straight into work?
Straight to university
Who was, or still is, your most important mentor?
Dennis Sciama and George Ellis, my PhD supervisors.
What do you think are the keys to success in life?
Motivation, determination, respect for others, and willingness to enjoy people and
activities. It's also important to be able to see that setbacks sometimes open the way to
new success.
What is your most notable achievement?
My most-cited academic work (the book Exact Solutions of Einstein's Field Equations), or
my Presidency of the International Society on General Relativity and Gravitation. [I could
cite what I achieved as Director of the Heilbronn Institute but the details are classified
information!]
What ambitions do you still have?
To write some more good pieces of research.
Meeting Timothy J Morrey
Timothy J Moorey is an international businessman, a Freeman of the City of London,
author and a cruciverbalist who has compiled crosswords for The Times and other national
newspapers. His first contribution to a national evening newspaper was made when he
was still at MGS! Tim has kindly agreed to be one of the 'Notable Maidstonians' who will
be profiled for current students on internal communications within the school.
‘My father taught me the basics of solving a simple cryptic crossword, but there was more
to learn as I aimed to crack the puzzle in each daily newspaper. Helping me achieve this,
the MGS Library had all the papers and having cracked The Times, I realised I was ready
for the ultimate challenge of the Observer’s Ximenes, the father of cryptics.
‘He also conceived the idea of a monthly clue-writing contest, continuing today with Azed
crosswords. Incidentally all highly-rated clues over 72 years awarded by Ximenes and
Azed are online at www.andlit.co.uk. You will find my clueing record there.
‘The irresistible challenge of setting a whole cryptic came next while in the Fifth form in
1956. An attraction was money as there was a publishing fee from the Evening News,
equivalent to £50 today. “Mr Moorey of Kent receives 2 guineas” said the newspaper, not
knowing I was a schoolboy.
‘At MGS, my form master suggested I study law at Oxford but lack of money at home
thwarted this. Time to get a job therefore and BP offered me an apprenticeship to become
an accountant, involving six months each year at Birmingham University and six months at
a BP workplace such as an oil refinery.
‘For 32 years I was lucky to work for a good employer, getting two-year postings to hot
Bahrain and later cold Helsinki, doing 17 different jobs within the many businesses in the
BP empire including being on negotiating teams as Finance Director buying into other
companies in USA, Far East and UK. Taking early retirement at the age of 50 proved a
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rewarding decision as I joined the Civil Service College (part of the Cabinet Office) helping
public sector employees to “become more business-like”, whilst enabling me to develop
teaching skills and to travel to many UK government agencies. Quite a contrast from
travelling the globe for BP.
‘It was now I developed my crossword-setting skills after being invited following a chance
lunch encounter, to join the Sunday Times as a Mephisto setter. Other newspapers
(Sunday Telegraph, Independent and eventually the The Times) and magazines (The
Week and Money Week) followed.
‘I also started to give talks on the fun in crosswords and teach adults and children how to
solve. E.g. for 15 years I have taught at Marlborough College Summer School and I took
an MGS workshop a few years ago.
‘A teaching book was the obvious next step; “How to Crack Cryptics Crosswords” and two
others have been published by HarperCollins. What I have observed in “retirement” is that
one thing leads to another - as you will notice from the above. I have been incredibly lucky
in both my major careers.’
Tim was walking on London Bridge on 29 November 2019 at 13:50, just before the14:00
terrorist incident. He says that the good luck that he has had many times in his career is
keeping him going!

Obituaries
It is with much regret that the Society records the deaths of Old Maidstonians, and
others who were linked to the school. We extend our deepest sympathy to their
families and friends.
Paul Richard Apps died on 9 December 2019, at the age of 63. He grew up in Hothfield,
Lenham and Borough Green, and after marrying Rosemary, lived in Maidstone, Larkfield
and Ditton. When he left MGS, he trained as a biomedical scientist at Pembury Hospital,
and then worked in the NHS for ten years before moving into private medicine in London.
He worked at the Cromwell Hospital, JS Pathology (where he gained a Diploma in
Management Studies) before moving to The London Clinic where he was promoted to
Department Director of Diagnostic Services. This was followed by an appointment at
Benenden Hospital in Kent as Business Development Manager.
Paul was a keen railway enthusiast and he passed this interest on to his son and
grandsons. He also had a secret job each year as Father Christmas. Donations can be
made to a brain tumour charity at https://www.justgiving.com/Paul-Richard-Apps.
We have heard that Denis Cleggett (left in 1967) died at the beginning of this year.
Derek Knell (1959 to 1965) died in May 2019. Graham Belson says, that Derek was in
his class, and that a fellow pupil remembers him particularly for falling through the ice in
the Medway!
A G Leonard, who was living in Southampton, died during 2019. Unfortunately, we have
no further information.
Bernard Moody, who was the MGS Headmaster after W A Claydon and prior to Philip
Pettit, died at Argyll in December 2019, at the age of 92. Bernard dispensed with the four-
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house House system at MGS and scrapped certain athletics activities (‘achieving your
standards’). He moved on to Sandhurst after leaving MGS. Bernard was a well-known
chemist in educational circles, having written at least one widely-used textbook.
The Downs Mail reported that David Payne, who ran a boatyard in East Farleigh, moved
to Gibraltar in 2012, and has just died there.
Tony Webb, a former Deputy Headmaster, has given us the sad news that his wife, Diana
Webb, died at the age of 76 from liver and bowel cancer on 17 March 2020, in the arms of
her family. Diana's funeral took place on Monday 30 March at Vinters Park
crematorium. She wanted a simple affair with no flowers; instead, contributions were
invited to her favourite charity, Sightsavers. Always very short-sighted, she was nearly
blind at the end.
We have received notification that John Dickenson (born1938) died on 19 February
2020.

‘Something for nothing’ donations to our charity
If you buy goods or services online, many retailers will make a donation to charity. This
costs the buyer nothing, while the charity gets income. The Society and its registered
charity, the Old Maidstonian Trust, has for some time participated in Easyfundraising, a
scheme used by many retailers. This year Amazon has instead started its own scheme,
Amazon Smile, and we are now registered in that scheme. Details of both schemes
follow.
Please help us through one or both of these schemes. Funds donated go to support the
school and its current and immediate past pupils, including through the Society’s Awards.
(For details, see the Society’s website, http://www.oldmaidstonians.org.uk .)
Easyfundraising is the UK’s largest charity shopping fundraising site. Over 4000 retailers
participate and to date they have donated over £31 million. In our first year in the scheme,
with only six OMs signed up, we raised over £120. To join is easy. Visit
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk, and click on ‘Find a cause’. Type ‘Old Maidstonian
Society’ into the dialog box. We should come up as the first choice: click ‘Support this
cause’ for us. Then fill in the form to create an account. It's very simple to complete.
Make sure you can remember your password! To help you remember to use the scheme
whenever you buy from participating retailers you can download Easyfundraising’s
‘Donation Reminder’.
Amazon’s scheme offers a smaller percentage donation (0.5%) than almost all retailers in
Easyfundraising, but is easy to use. To do so, visit http://smile.amazon.co.uk . If you have
an existing Amazon online account, it is also valid for Smile. Otherwise register as a new
customer. When you first use Amazon Smile, nominate our charity 'Old Maidstonian Trust'
to receive donations. From then on use www.smile.amazon.co.uk, just as you would have
used www.amazon.co.uk.
For additional information, contact the Society’s webmaster, Malcolm MacCallum, at
webmaster@oldmaidstonians.org.uk or visit the Society’s website’s Fundraising page.

Many thanks for reading!
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