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OMS’

HELP NEEDED FOR NEW LIBRARY

FROM THE PRESIDENT
MGS Library Project

M

any of you will remember days of old when you spent hours and hours of private study in the
School’s War Memorial Library. Some of you will remember the Library Block being built,
and some of you will remember a time before the library was even there. The creation of
the War Memorial Library back in the 1950s was supported by the Old Maidstonian Society and was
built to remember those Maidstonians who sadly died during the 2nd World War. Tens of thousands
of Maidstonians have since used the library studying under the names of those who lost their lives. It
is they, and current Maidstonians,
who thank the Old Maidstonian
Society and its members for those
generous contributions over 60
years ago.
The time has come to redevelop the
library and bring it into the 21st
Century, transforming it into a
modern learning resource centre.
The school population has grown
significantly over the past 60 years
and over the next five years the
school will be admitting an
additional 30 students each year to
accommodate the need for more
Ar chi tect’s i mpr es s i o n o f the pr o po s ed l i brary
secondary
school
places
in
Maidstone. By 2022 there will be almost 1,400 students in the school, and it is vital that the school
provides better facilities for this growth. It is both fitting that we should address this in 2018 as we
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the end of the 1st World War, as well as supporting the
school’s desire to remember those Maidstonians who lost their lives since the 2 nd World War,
because nowhere, as yet, do we do this.
In August last year, Mr Paul Oldham, an Old Maidstonian and past-President of the Society,
approached the school to offer his support in redeveloping the library. A number of meetings have
since taken place with him, the Headmaster, and ourselves to establish what that support entails and
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the ambitions of the school. I am pleased to say that the school has established a very exciting plan
to redesign the library which includes knocking through to the room next door (the old art room or
drama room, depending upon how old you are), as well as updating its facilities. The total cost of
the project will be about £400,000. Mr Oldham’s charity, which was set up over 20 years ago in
memory of his parents, is contributing £60,000 to the project, but Mr Oldham himself is also
offering to match every £1 the Old Maidstonian Society can fundraise up to an additional
£140,000. Together, therefore if the OMs can raise £140,000 we will raise £340,000 in total for
the Library. This incredible offer and generosity is something that we cannot overlook, but it is
available only for a set period of time.
I know personally how important the War Memorial Library has been, and continues to be, to
students of the school as somewhere that provides support to their learning and as a quiet refuge in
a busy day. It is critical that this important facility is updated and, given my long association with
Maidstone Grammar School, nothing would give me greater pleasure than to see the Old
Maidstonian Society support this project during my Presidential year. I encourage all of you to
support this with whatever you can afford. I really hope that we can raise this money, as the project
will not be able to proceed unless we can manage to raise £140,000 from the Society. To provide
the OM Committee with an understanding of whether the project is viable or not please contact
Graham Belson, the Treasurer, by 30 September 2018, saying if you would be willing to support it
and by how much. I know that this is asking a lot but I am sure that as a Society we can manage
this together and so provide the school with a fantastic resource that will be valued by so many
Maidstonians.
P au l Smith

Ed: Please contact Graham on 01622 730514 or by email: oms@oldmaidstonians.org.uk

The Chairman’s Thoughts
The Annual Supper this year was a splendid evening, with more younger members attending which was very
gratifying. The speeches were excellent and concise, so more time was available for socialising. The new bar
arrangements worked well and I am sure that they can be improved further next year. Paul Smith was
inducted (left) as your President for this year; Paul is known to many
recent generations of Old Maidstonians, having taught at the School
for well over twenty years, and has been Deputy Headmaster for much
of that time.
Considerable developments by way of new buildings are in progress at
the School and at about the time you receive this edition an opening
ceremony will be taking place for the new sports pavilion – to be
named the ‘Ron McCormick Pavilion’. (Ed: See also ‘Notes from the
Headmaster’.) Generations of old boys will have memories (fond or
otherwise) of changing in the old pavilion on the damp days of winter!
Finally can I urge you to consider the recently launched funding appeal
for the refurbishment and extension of the library? Paul Smith has
explained above that the Society has received a generous match
funding offer from an OM. The Society has a target of £140,000,
which is challenging. It is only very rarely that we approach
members for donations, so I personally hope
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NOTES FROM THE HEADMASTER

A year of buildings and farewells… Back in September we welcomed 216 Year 7 students to begin their MGS
journey: the largest cohort of Year 7 boys in the school’s history. To accommodate this larger year group, and
the extra students we will be subsequently welcoming each year, our building expansion plans which began in
January last year continued throughout this year. The new Performing Arts Centre, which opened in the
summer last year, has been fully utilised all year, making a huge difference to those students who study music
and drama. It is now supporting the ever-improving profile of the subject that we have been purposefully
working on over the last few years.
The Ron McCormick Sports Pavilion is now finished,
fully operational and was officially opened by Ron at
this year’s Sports Day. It could not have come at a
better time, as the old one, which was built back in
1930, has reached its last legs. The heavy snow and
cold weather back in February was the last straw.
From September, the students will have a clean, dry
and warm place to get changed during those cold
and damp winter months.
No more draughty
changing rooms!
The science and computing building, which has been
the main project of the year, is nearing completion
and will be ready for when the students return in
T he
September. Four fully-resourced science laboratories
and two suited computing classrooms will be an excellent addition to our existing provision.

ne w pavi l l i o n

Alongside this necessary building work, this year has also seen the first
year of the pastoral and house changes that we made last year. 12
months ago we launched to the entire school the new vertical house
structure and house system. There have of course been some teething
troubles along the way, but I have been pleasantly surprised with how the
school has responded. In just 12 months, the four houses have become
integrated into the school, with many students seeing themselves as
belonging to them. Pastoral care has improved, relationships with
students across different year groups have developed, new house
competitions have been introduced, support for the winning of the House
Cup has been visible and things have just been incredibly calmer. All of
this has been down to the students. They responded so positively to the
change, and in a few years’ time, the house structure will become the
backbone of the school, with everyone fully embracing it.
Another focus that we have had this year, has been to develop how we
encourage the students to get involved with the wider life of the school. It
is so important that students participate in our extra-curricular
programme, whether it be sport, music, drama, community service or
personal development, but also participate in the many opportunities
Ron open i n g t h e n ew P av i l l i on
outside of school. The benefits from being involved in such activities are
endless: they provide a productive break from study, they can help
students develop softer skills such as competition and teamwork, they can open students’ minds in a new
interest or provide opportunities to support their mental health.
The Challenge@MGS initiative that was piloted last year with a few forms, has this year been implemented
across the whole school to promote the very concept of participation and expanding one’s interests. Many of
our students already do a number of things which widen their interests, but this Challenge@ initiative
formalises what they do, encourages them to do other things and acknowledges and celebrates what they are
doing. And this has been partly achieved this year with the reintroduction of school colours. At both junior
and senior levels, school colours in the form of badges and ties have been awarded to students who have gone
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over and above what we expect, and it is so pleasing to see that many students are proud to wear their colours
around school.
The success of the students at Maidstone Grammar School is down to the commitment that they show
throughout the year, but it is also down to the commitment of others, particularly all the members of staff who
help them. Their dedication to the students goes unnoticed on many occasions, but if it was not for their care
and support, the students would not be the young men and women whom we see develop every year. As in
every year, we will be saying goodbye to some of those members of staff, who are also our colleagues and our
friends. This year we are saying goodbye to staff who have collectively given 150 years’ service to the school.
Three members of staff left at Christmas: Mr Roger Wynn, a caretaker; Mr Simon Goddard, a teacher of
computing; and Mr Gareth Darbey, a teacher of geography and head of department. At Easter we said
goodbye to Madame Jill Solbes, a teacher of modern languages; Mrs Keeley Prior, the biology technician; Mr
Joe Tinker, an ICT technician; and Mrs Katie Day, the librarian. This summer we are saying goodbye to 13
members of staff: Mr Tom Brady, a teacher of computing; Ms Lazia Cade, a teacher of science; Mr Tom
Wood, a teacher of business studies and economics; Mr Stefan Sime, a teaching assistant; Dr Silvia Mitchell, a
teacher of chemistry; Ms Sami Mason, a teacher of performing arts; Mr Darmesh Lalji, an ICT technician; Mr
John Kincaid, a teacher of geography; and Mrs Tracey Barnes, the receptionist. Four of the 13 leaving have
worked at MGS for at least 10 years each.
Mrs Sally Kemp is retiring after teaching biology here for 10 years. She has been an outstanding biology
teacher and I know that large numbers of students have valued her passion for the subject, her passion for
teaching young people and her kindness. We wish her well.
Mr Mike Hall retires after teaching PE and games here since 2004. We cannot imagine how many times he
has driven the minibus to a fixture, picked up leftover kit in the pavilion and shouted encouragement to
students from the side line – I even hear him from my office. Thank you Mr Hall.
Mrs Jenny Green, who has worked at MGS for just under 20 years as a cover supervisor and manager,
relocates to the south coast after recently getting married. Behind the scenes Mrs Green was the person
responsible for ensuring that all of the students’ lessons were supervised by someone when their normal
teacher was unable to be there: an enormous, difficult, but important job. Thank you Mrs Green.
My final words are for Mr Graham Walker. The time has come when Mr Walker leaves the MGS community.
He began working at MGS in 1981 and so has given 37 years of his life - his entire teaching career - to MGS.
I was told only a few weeks ago how it came to be that Mr Walker
ended up teaching at MGS. As we all know, he is from the north,
Yorkshire in fact, and when he was a young twenty-something newlyqualified teacher he wanted to work near the coast, so when he saw a
job being advertised in Kent, he jumped at the chance. Fortunately for
all of his students, he has not taught geography, because Maidstone is
about 30 miles from the coast! The school is a very different place
now compared to 1981. There were fewer students, in fact no years
7 and 8, there was no history, maths and art block, no refectory, no
sixth form block, no media and computing block and many lessons
were being delivered in mobile classrooms. The face of the staffroom
was completely different. Mr Walker is one of very few remaining
members of staff who has worked with four different headmasters,
and he has not just taught history to thousands upon thousands of
students in his time, but he has inspired them. Even in my short time
here I have heard from many students who have chosen GCSE, ALevel or a degree in history because of Mr Walker. I have even met an
Old Maidstonian who became a history teacher because of him. He is
going to be leaving one of the strongest departments in the school; its
I am sure that those Old
G raham W alker strength is due to his leadership.
Maidstonians who have been taught by him will know how special he
is. Sadly the teaching profession is different from when Mr Walker joined it. Not many teachers stay in one
school. But it is the fact that because MGS is a special place, to the students and to Mr Walker himself, he has
remained here. He is going to be missed by so many. Best wishes Mr Walker.
Mark Tomkins
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PART OF A ‘LIFE SCIENTIFIC’

by Malcom MacCallum

(borrowing Jim al-Khalili’s excellent title from Radio 4)
The editors have asked OM committee members to contribute short biographies, and I provide a brief
summary at the end of this piece. Because my life and career were so significantly influenced by my
interactions with the late Stephen Hawking, his death has prompted me to write about that, and my scientific
education.
I was born at the end of WWII while my father was in the RAF. After demobilisation he had teaching posts in a
couple of places and in 1957 he got a post at MGS and we moved to Maidstone. Having already been at
grammar school in Gosport, I also joined MGS. The school gave me an excellent all-round education, not
only enabling me to win a scholarship to Kings College, Cambridge, but also introducing me to most of my
leisure interests such as hill-walking, music, drama, chess and sports.
Although I had had a sudden sense at the age of 12 that mathematics was what I wanted to do, I had no
clear idea where that would lead. The first more specific stimulus was provided by David East (OM) at a party
of his brother Paul (also OM); David introduced me to some basics of tensor calculus (a technique
fundamental to my later work). I hasten to say that was not typical of my time at parties!
In my first year at Cambridge the short summer term course was given by Dennis Sciama, a charismatic and
inspirational lecturer, so in my fourth year (a course now meriting a Masters’ degree) I happily signed up for
his course in relativity. The good study habits MGS had given me helped me do well, and in 1967 I joined
Dennis’s research group. At that time it included five people later to be Fellows of the Royal Society, with
Dennis himself (whose FRS citation specifically mentioned his students) among them. The others were Martin
(now Lord) Rees (later the Astronomer Royal and President of the Royal Society), Brandon Carter, George Ellis
and Stephen Hawking. Dennis’s own supervisor had been the famous Paul Dirac, a founder of quantum
mechanics.
Dennis’s group was internationally known and as a result I met many top-class scientists in the field, including
John Wheeler, his former student and later 2017 Nobel prize winner and co-author of the film ‘Interstellar’,
Kip Thorne, and Roger Penrose, who had been stimulated to work in relativity by Dennis.
My office mate, the late John Stewart, was supervised by Ellis and I became interested in their work, leading to
my transfer to supervision by Ellis from 1968. Ellis and Hawking shared an office, and the whole group met
daily: ours was one of the first places to have white-board tables so we could discuss problems at tea and
coffee times. When I first met Hawking, he had already discovered some of his famous results, including those
on singularities, which later incorporated into his famous 1970 paper with Penrose and his 1973 book with
Ellis. I was very proud of getting an acknowledgement in a paper by Stephen in 1969, the same year that I
published my own first paper (jointly with Ellis).
By that time I had become, rather accidentally, the first in a long line of Stephen’s
student helpers (later ones had much more to do than I!). Early on in my
research time I found him on several occasions leaning on the wall in the corridor
on the way to his office (he could then walk by himself, with a stick). He refused
my offers of help, so one day I just took his arm and walked with him without
making him say he needed that. Then for some time, maybe as much as two
years, I would often walk him home at night (I think that Jane walked him in, in
the morning).
Stephen was one of my PhD examiners. Shortly after, he asked me to write up
some lectures by Penrose that he had organised, which grew into a joint review
paper with Penrose and became one of my most cited works. Hawking, Penrose
and Wheeler were my referees when I applied in 1976 for my permanent post at
Queen Mary in London, where I then worked for 33 years.
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Thus from 1967 to 1976 my wife and I were in frequent contact with Stephen and his family. Watching the
recent film based on his wife Jane’s book was strange for us, because the characters and locations were real
people and places we had known well at the time depicted: for example we had more than once holidayed in
Hawkings’ mother’s Wye valley cottage which features in the film.
Being in frequent contact, his good sense of humour was well-known to all of us. We were rarely able to
directly detect the worsening of his condition, as he seemed to move from one plateau in health to an only
slightly lower one, but we could tell it was happening because he became noticeably more bad-tempered. He,
and the others in or associated with the group, became and remained friends. His funeral was a reunion with
many old friends and acquaintances.
Many memories came back when he died: the evening spent at a five-hour ‘Peer Gynt’ in the Cambridge Arts
theatre, driving his car to London for meetings with Penrose and others, hearing his famous announcement of
the discovery of ‘Hawking radiation’ (my own paper at that meeting appeared next to his in the subsequent
book but unsurprisingly has attracted less attention), and so on.
After leaving Cambridge I saw much less of Stephen: I remember being especially sad when in 1977 we went
with his family and others to watch the ‘Bumps’ (rowing races) in Cambridge and I found that I had lost my
ear for his rather distorted speech and could no longer readily understand him (this was well before the
tracheotomy and the computer-generated voice which is now famous). We did continue to interact: I have a
photo of him from a 1980 conference, and in 1982 we met in Berkeley, California, unfortunately just as
somebody stole his camera from the wheelchair.
In 2004, he (or rather his PA) called me when he wanted to be added to the programme of the major
conference in the field so he could announce his new view on information loss by black holes: I of course
enabled arrangement of a special lecture which got wide publicity. (At the time I was secretary of the
international society which was organising the meeting.)
I saw Stephen on various other occasions over the years, in recent times mainly the celebrations of his
landmark birthdays. I last saw Stephen at a dinner about two years ago. I was aware that he had continued to
marginally decline, but I had for many years expected that his stubbornness and willpower would enable him
to outlive me. Sadly that was not to be.
This is not the place to describe his many wonderful contributions to science. It is hard to discuss them
sensibly when he has had so much rather hagiographic press attention. In my view he was not another
Einstein, but there is almost nobody, certainly including me, who would not cheerfully exchange their output for
his. That he achieved so much despite his illness makes him truly remarkable, and he stayed a splendid
human being who cannot be characterised just by his illness and his science.
Brief summary of my own CV:
● MGS 1957-63
● Scholar, King’s College Cambridge, 1963
● BA 1966
● PhD 1971
● Fellow and Tutor 1970-76
● Lecturer, Queen Mary University of London, 1976, later Reader, Professor, Dean, and VicePrincipal at various times, and since 2009 Emeritus Professor
● Director, Heilbronn Institute for Mathematical Research, Bristol, 2009-2012
● President, International Society on General Relativity and Gravitation 2010-2013
● President, Old Maidstonian Society 2008-9
● Currently Old Maidstonian webmaster
● Married (to my 6th form girlfriend): 2 children and 2 grandchildren.
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MUSINGS FROM THE PENTHOUSE

One of the greatest rewards for any archivist must be providing information for those seeking help. The
pleasure one achieves in finding part of a person’s past which has meant so much to them is really heartwarming.
Recently, the school received a letter from a lady who had lent the copy of her husband’s all-school photo to
someone. When she asked for it back she was told that it had been thrown away. In desperation she wrote to
the school asking if we had a version of the photo which she could have copied. The school does keep copies
of virtually all the whole-school photos but many are rolled and copying them would have been a problem.
Mrs. Harrison gave us more information about her late husband, John Victor Harrison, and we were able to
find a rugby photo of him as well as a spare copy of the 1941 school photo on a board. Having explained
that we had found unspecified photos we invited her to come to the school to receive them. Mrs. Harrison
came to the school, and visited the Archives prior to an appointment with the headmaster. When she was
presented with the photographs by Mr. Tomkins she was totally overwhelmed. The joy on her face was almost
beyond imagination, especially as John had died just over a year before. The photos now hold pride of place
in her house. The Alma Bazel Androzzo’s old song, made famous by Dr. Martin Luther King and sung by
Harry Secombe, which says ‘If I can help somebody as I pass along, then my living will not be in vain’ cannot
be more true.
(Editor’s note: If anyone has school memories of John Harrison, we will be glad to receive them.)

Sometimes contact is made through the school, at other times via The Old Maidstonian Society, but one OM
earlier in the year reported that he had been ‘ambling around the ether’ and had come across the school
website. As reported in our last edition, Peter Webb identified himself as the pilot of the ill-fated glider accident
in 1966 or thereabouts. Also, he mentions that the fact that a member of staff was ‘artfully dismissed’ from
his post and despite various appeals lost his case. It seems that he was not the only member of staff to be
dismissed, as the famous author, William Golding, lasted only a couple of terms at the school before being
sacked according to W.G.’s autobiography. Still, both got off very lightly compared to an early headmaster
who was convicted of murder (not of one of his pupils, I must stress; although I am sure that many
headmasters have felt like committing this heinous crime at some time in their careers!). John Law was
admonished in 1668 for frequenting Alehouses or Taverns, and then he absented himself from his duties. In
1691 he was indicted for the murder in an alehouse of a Mr.Thomas Wyatt (neither the leader of the rebellion
nor the poet), but this was subsequently changed to a verdict of manslaughter. Having escaped from gaol, he
broke into the school, with his gaoler (a hostage or accomplice?), and refused to leave. He was sentenced to
excommunication and later to be mutilated, however, perhaps not surprisingly with that threat hanging over
him, he felt it only right to carry on his vocation, living in the school in Corpus Christi Hall. After a long
struggle the council forced him out in 1692. After that he disappears from record. (Mr G.B.Phillips’s history of
MGS).
A few weeks back, I was given the privilege of visiting an area of the school
that was strictly out-of-bounds in my time and probably has been ever since.
Tucked away in the bushes near to where the old temporary classrooms
were and the current Music Block now is (prior to its demolition), there is a
metal gate blocking the way to a flight of stairs – the air-raid shelter.
Following a request from a gentleman from the Kent Archaeological Society,
who was researching the fortified town of Maidstone in WW2, the gate was
opened up temporarily.
I was expecting to see just a few metres of tunnel with collapses where the
buildings had been constructed above. What I found was a near-labyrinth of
concrete-encased passages with bridging where new building work had been
constructed. With just the light of a couple of torches we filed forward, just
as pupils must have done in the past, seeking the way. Most of the tunnels
had been cleared of rubbish a number of years past which made the going
easier. One can only imagine what life was like there in the 1940’s with
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sirens blaring, the thud of bombs falling and even anti-aircraft guns
responding. Staff would try and teach in that environment with the
pupils seated on wooden benches on one or both sides of the
shelter. Bearing in mind the fact that adults from the nearby Foster
Clark Estate would have been sheltering there as well; life must
have been difficult.
In one recess set off from the main corridor we found what was
presumably the toilet area with the metal posts, rails and rings
where the privacy curtains would have been. All that was missing
were the curtains, chemical toilet cans and the cut newspaper
sheets on string (or perhaps packets of Izal paper).

(Shelter photographs © 2018, Clive Holden)

Owing to the extent of the various construction projects
proposed, the school has had to have a topographical
survey carried out of the whole school site. These show the
extent of the shelter we had been down but they also
revealed another shelter up towards the old Headmaster’s
House, which had not been known about before, at least by
current staff members. The second set will be lost for all
time when the all-weather playing field is constructed, so we
hope to arrange a detailed survey in the near future. Does anyone have any memories of these tunnels?
Perhaps same older OMs may just remember life in wartime Kent.
(Editor’s note: I was aware of this second set of shelters when I was at the school in the 1960s, but I never went inside them.)

Maidstone Girls’ Grammar School has renovated part of their shelter and is using it for teaching students
about life in WW2. It would be wonderful if we could do the same, possibly as part of an Archive Museum. A
possible project for the end of war celebrations? Any thoughts?
It’s been a real forage into the depths of the past this time, spanning three-and-a-quarter centuries, but as
always ‘Olim Meminisse Juvabit’.
I know that Jeff and Roger would really appreciate some help with the archives. If you could spend just two to
three hours a week helping to keep the system rolling, I am sure that they would be most grateful. You don’t
need to have any experience in maintaining archives (they don’t). If you are able to help then please email me
on mgsarchive@longrede.me.uk. Thank you.
Icaru s

OLD NEWSPAPER CUTTINGS

Robin Ambrose has supplied a couple of interesting items from the Kent Messenger .
1) Letters to the Editor 3 r d April 1998
The Casting of Caps
Sir,
I am writing in response to your Memories article
concerning the tradition of casting school caps from
Maidstone Bridge (KM March 13).
This long-standing tradition ceased because of
pressure from the river authority and the police who
in 1968 requested all schools to ban this activity.
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Apparently, what went in off the bridge eventually
became a sea of paper, clothing and other
educational flotsam at Allington Lock, hindering the
efficiency of the sluice and requiring many manhours in clearance.
The tradition was a dual one, whereby grammar and
technical school boys finishing their second year
would celebrate the removal of the requirement to
wear a cap, and boys and girls leaving upper school
would jettison the symbols of academic restraint.

I left Maidstone Grammar in 1968, and, in
contravention of our headmaster's ban, I proceeded
to the river. There were a few score of pupils
disconsolately gazing into the murky waters, with
policemen at each end of the bridge.
Ever the rebel, I threw in my tie, notebooks and a
number of form masters' name plates surreptitiously
unscrewed from classroom doors. These were
followed by a shower of caps. Two policemen
grabbed my collar and informed me I was under
arrest.
A week later I received a written warning signed by
the Police Superintendent saying that I ‘did cast into

the navigation of the Rivery (sic) Medway, a quantity
of paper and articles, in detriment to the safe use of
the said river’.
Today I live on the river and am writing a guide to the
river between Allington and Maidstone. It is now far
cleaner, mainly thanks to the disappearance of
industries along its banks. I urge everyone not to
throw anything into the river and, fishermen and
walkers, take your rubbish home. Some traditions
hold no place in our more enlightened society.
Thanks for the memories.
Daevid M F Hook, Allington Marina, Maidstone

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2) Athletics - 31 st March 1934
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NEWS OF OLD MAIDSTONIANS

release mechanism to enable the CubeSat to impact
this simulant at an appropriate speed.

Firstly, an apology, as Colin Haylor (an ex-Treasurer
and President of the Society) wrote to say that in our
previous edition his school dates were given incorrectly
as 1993 to 1998, when they should have been 1951
to 1958. Also, Colin tells us that sadly, his wife
Maggie died from multiple sclerosis on 26 November
2017, at the age of just 57.

The team will be travelling to Bremen in November
2018 in order to carry out the campaign, and we will
be publishing our findings a few months later. For
more information, including how to contact the team,
please visit the website: www.land3u.com

George Kersey wrote as follows, to tell us about his
involvement with the ‘Land3U’ Team.
After leaving MGS in 2011, I studied at the University
of Hull. Four years later I graduated with a first-class
Masters degree in Mechanical Engineering and joined
Tata Steel on a graduate scheme. After two years I
decided to follow a long-held dream to study for an
MSc in Astronautics and Space Engineering at
Cranfield University, starting last September.
At Cranfield, I, along with five other students, am
participating in a programme which is
sponsored by the European Space
Agency (ESA), called ‘Drop Your
Thesis!’ We submitted a proposal to
ESA for a microgravity experiment
involving the use of the 146m ZARM
Drop Tower at the University of
Bremen. Our proposal was evaluated
by the ESA Education Office and we
were informed that we had been
selected in December 2017. Since then, we have been
working hard to prepare for the experiment campaign.
The project examines the dynamics of landing a small
satellite, known as a CubeSat, on an asteroid. We are
working with the smallest of these which is a 10 cm
cube. One of our biggest challenges has been to
attempt to represent, as closely as possible, the
conditions found on an asteroid, such as being in a
near-vacuum and very low gravity. Such difficulties
may account for a seeming discrepancy between data
from earlier experiments and those gathered by recent
missions to asteroids and comets, e.g. Hayabusa and
Rosetta.
My part in this work is to devise a method to slow down
the CubeSat so that when it impacts the simulated
surface of the asteroid, the
subsequent rebound will be
at a much lower speed.
Other members of the team
are working on the structure
of the CubeSat, the material
to represent the surface of
the asteroid and also a
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Mike Starke (1954 to1959) says that he was
rummaging through his attic, looking for some family
documents, and came across his old autograph book:
a long-forgotten Christmas present from his parents,
which never really sparked his enthusiasm.
Mike writes, ‘It only ever contained four entries: my
mother, George Cansdale (the 1950s version of Sir
David Attenborough) a robot at a children's exhibition,
unimaginatively called “Roby The Robot" and the
attached gem, being the signatures of the dramatis
personae of Upper IVG at MGS in1957. Those not
available were added in my own capital letters.’

A NEW BOOK
SLAYER - The Story of a Fast Bowler
by Ian Lambert
Ian’s new book about David Sayer is now available
and can be ordered at a cost of £10 + £2 p & p (with
free local delivery), by telephoning Ian on 01622
737482.
The book has been specially reviewed for The Old
Maidstonian by John M Smith (1946 to1953), who
spent two years of his 1st XI cricket keeping wicket to
David, and also played with him in various
representative sides. Later they both played for the
Mote. John left Maidstone in 1964, returning to the
area 20 years ago and found himself living within
throwing distance of David in Bearsted.

Ed: We are very grateful to John, who writes, ‘I spent many years as a "ball-by-ball" broadcast cricket commentator and,
whichever ground I went to anywhere in the country, contemporaries would agree in conversation that David was the quickest
fast bowler they had seen or played with or against. Many thanks also to Ian Lambert for providing the photographs used in
this article.’

When David Sayer hurt his ankle running for a bus at the end of an injury-hit season,
his hopes of playing cricket for England in the coming Winter Test tour of the West
Indies vanished. The Old Maidstonian had been playing for Kent since he was at
school and was thought by many to be the quickest fast bowler in England. His
selection to play for the T N Pearce XI in the traditional end-of-season Scarborough
Festival was widely seen as the perfect chance for him to show the England selectors
that he was back to full fitness.
As Ian Lambert records, according to the newspaper
headlines Sayer's place in the squad was almost assured.
‘Sayer is tested for tour job’, ‘Sayer in running for West
Indies’. It was not to be. However, as this meticulous
record of achievement demonstrates, David Sayer's
cricketing career was nevertheless outstanding.
Known affectionately as ‘Slayer’ he made more than 200
First Class appearances and when he didn't have a first class match was back at The
Mote CC, where he made his debut in 1955 and was still there - now as Captain twenty years later.
His unexpectedly explosive deliveries from an untidy run-up struck fear into his
opponents but won him many admirers. Not least his mother who, like many
(including my own) had faithfully collected every match report and newspaper cutting
charting her son's cricketing exploits from the very early days when David was playing
for MGS First XI and winning representative honours.
The family memorabilia continued to chart his cricketing successes through cricket at the Mote, three ‘Blues’ for
Oxford University, a career with Kent spanning 22 years and international honours with the MCC. He also played
for a number of other local sides - and when he could not play he umpired.
Ian Lambert was a close friend for many years (David was best man at his wedding) and when David died last
year his widow Carol asked if he would help sort the family's treasure trove of cricketing memories. Already the
author of books about Kent Cricket and Bearsted Football Club, Lambert thought almost immediately ‘There's a
book in this’. And indeed there was!
Lambert has mined the family archive and carried out extensive original research to produce a fascinating and
rounded picture of an unassuming and modest man of great sporting talent, in passing also drawing in reminders
of some of the great names in English Cricketing history
who were his contemporaries - Bailey, Dexter, Edrich,
Illingworth, May… There are stories from his childhood
and National Service days and reminiscences of his
friends, but essentially this very readable book charts an
astonishing cricketing career from a very young age. It is
full of incident backed by Lambert's meticulous research
and statistics. Tragically, Sayer never did win an England
cap. He always understated his injury problems, caused
in large part by his unorthodox bowling technique, but they
did disrupt his career and in later life he was in a great
deal of pain.
This book will be of interest not just to Old Maidstonians
and people who remember playing with or against him or
watching him in action. Any young cricketers, with or
without professional ambitions, could learn a great deal about talent, dedication, luck and misfortune.
MG S 1 s t XI circa 1957

“SLAYER - THE STORY OF A FAST BOWLER” by Ian Lambert is also a fine tribute to a good friend and proceeds
from its sale will go to providing a fitting cricketing tribute in David's memory.
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OBITUARIES

Tony Hocking has informed us that his brother,
Graham John Hocking, died in a nursing home in
Melbourne, Victoria on 15 May 2018. Graham
had written to the Society on a number of
occasions with various memories.

John Rayner’s son, Ramsay, has informed us that
John died at the end of January 2018.
Mrs Sole wrote from New Zealand to tell us that her
husband, Derek Sole (1943 to 1950), died earlier
this year.

Peter Stevens (1949 to 1954) has informed us about the death of Arthur James Stevens (1925 to 1931), the
Society’s oldest member and an honorary Vice-President, and probably the last surviving person to have studied
at the old school building in Tonbridge Road. He was born on 6 November 1913, and died in 2018, aged 104
years.
Arthur was one of the original pupils when Barton Road opened. In 1937 he joined the Metropolitan Police
Service, and after his probationary period, became a member of the Flying Squad at Scotland Yard. He worked
on many highly-publicised cases involving notorious criminal gangs, including the London Airport gold bullion
raid in 1948 and the Great Train Robbery in 1953. He served closely with some of the legendary Scotland Yard
detectives, including Robert Fabian, (the fabled ‘Fabian of the Yard’), Jack Slipper and Leonard 'Nipper' Read,
and was commended on no fewer than 19 occasions for outstanding detective work. He was known for his
tremendous facility for identifying criminals by their habits and 'MOs' (modus operandi), his much above-average
retentive memory and his extremely good humour, no matter the situation he found himself in. He retired from
Police Service in 1964 and entered security management, finally retiring in 1979 aged 65 years. He lived in
Acton and drove in London until he was 101, when a mild stroke forced him to give up driving. At the time of
his death, Arthur was not only the oldest OM but also the oldest surviving member of the Metropolitan Police, a
fact recognised by the attendance at his funeral on 25 April, of Lord Bernard Hogan-Howe. Arthur never forgot
his years at MGS and often spoke fondly of his time there. He was brought up at Ditton and was one of six
members of the Stevens family, over three generations, who attended MGS.
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Thomas Walker
William Richards has written movingly about Thomas Walker (Thom), whom he describes as having been ‘a
brother to many, friend to all’.
‘Thomas Walker was a character whose spirit embodied what it means to be a Maidstonian - selfless, kind and
loyal. With an unrivalled sense of humour and a streak of mischief: at times playing the class clown, such as
when he obtained control of the Headmaster’s email account and announced “all homework is cancelled”. At
other time playing the class role-model and patiently assisting his peers with their studies, he was a man whose
memory will forever be echoed around the school.
‘He was a jack-of-all-trades, with his technical ability
making him exceptionally talented at operating
computer systems, with his love of the outdoors and
fishing, and with his precision as a marksman in the
CCF. Moreover, having rapidly risen through the
ranks to become head of the Army section, he was a
figure whom young cadets aspired to become.
Leading with pride and exactitude, and never arriving
on parade with anything less than a flawlessly-kept
uniform he commanded the respect of his section and
set a benchmark for future successors, demonstrating
strong leadership at a young age. Despite possessing
an impressive skill set and holding positions of
responsibility within the school, an attribute
fundamental to his character was his humility. Always
humble and outward-looking, Thom took the welfare
of others upon himself more than anyone I have ever
known. Despite having a passion for the CCF and
aspirations for a military career, he had little interest in
conflict on day-to-day terms. He was a peaceful
character who was friends with all and had a genuine
desire to help benefit people’s lives whenever he could
do so. Outside of school Thom volunteered from a
very young age: for example, he received
overwhelming commendation for his work with Demelza House hospice.
‘From his entrance into the school in 2009 up to the sixth form, Thom was a standout character within the school
community which he loved so much; an individual whose presence radiated laughter and vibrancy, and an
embodiment of the camaraderie of our school.
‘Although Thom’s life was tragically cut short it was a life lived well. He lived every day with a unique charm and
charismatic attitude, and he will be missed dearly by all those who were lucky enough to have crossed his path
both inside and outside of the school. Our motto, Olim Meminisse Juvabit reminding us that one day it will be
pleasing to remember; however I would suggest that the memory of Thom is to be honoured not one day, but
every day, as his vibrant life will always remain in our thoughts, and thus I conclude with memento semper –
always remember.
‘Rest peacefully, Thom.’
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LOST MEMBERS

The following is a list of those OMs with whom we have lost contact. We had a very limited response to the
appeal in our last edition, so we are repeating it. If you have any contact information or knowledge of
any of them, will you please email Graham Belson at oms@oldmaidstonians.org.uk
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SCHOOL CONTACTS

The school can be contacted on
01622 752101, or by e-mail at
school@mgs-kent.org.uk. Further
details of all events are available
on t h e s ch ool w ebs it e
http://www.mgs.kent.sch.uk

C HARITABLE
DONATIONS THE
EASY WAY

The OMS is registered with
Easyfundraising, which enables supporters
to donate, at no cost to themselves, when
doing on-line shopping. All money received
will go to the OM charitable trust (for
details of this see our website). We hope
that OMs will join Easyfundraising: the
amounts raised per transaction are small,
but the cumulative value could be
considerable. Many major on-line retailers
participate: for example, Argos, Amazon,
Apple Store, John Lewis, M&S...
The effort required after the initial sign-up
can be minimised by downloading a
toolbar
for
your
browser
which
automatically tells you when you are
accessing a retailer which participates in
the scheme and enables you to make your
donation, once you have logged into your
Easyfundraising account. You can find the
download at:
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/raisemore/find-and-remind/
For more detailed information see the
following page of the OMS website:
http://www.oldmaidstonians.co.uk/fundrai
sing/
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VOLUNTEERS PLEASE
Your committee is urgently seeking two volunteers:
1. Mentor Scheme Organiser: To run the Mentor Scheme,
working with the school’s careers advisers to introduce
students to mentors and maintain records.
2. Co-Editor for The Old Maidstonian: To undertake the desk
top publishing aspects of creating the publication (three
times a year). (An interest in digital photography and
knowing where to put the apostrophies would be helpful!)

If you would like to consider either of these roles, please contact
Richard Ratcliffe or Peter Weaver as soon as possible.

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
Graham Belson obtained special permission for us to print the following pieces of
wisdom, which appeared in the Bearsted Parish Magazine.
●

A gentleman: one who holds open the door whilst his wife carries in the groceries.

●

A government expert: one who complicates simple things.

●

A friend: someone who dislikes the same people whom you dislike.

●

“The first half of our lives is ruined by our parents, and the second half by our children.”
(Clarence S Darrow)

●

“What do I think of Western civilisation?
(Mahatma Gandhi)
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I think that it would be a very good idea.”

Your Committee 2018-2019
Paul Smith (Staff 1992 to 2017) - President
paulsmith.otter71@btinternet.com

Malcolm MacCallum (1957-1963) - Webmaster
m.a.h.maccallum@qmul.ac.uk

Richard Ratcliffe (1956 -1964) - Chairman
rbr1@btconnect.com

Ron McCormick (Staff: - 2004)

John Clayton (1961-1968) Deputy Chairman and
Acting Secretary
j.clayton@hikent.org.uk
Graham Belson (1960-1965) - Membership
Secretary, Treasurer
oms@oldmaidstonians.org.uk, Tel: 01622
730514 or 07770 738041, or write to
22 Plantation Lane, Bearsted, Maidstone,
ME14 4BH.
Tony Bishop (1955-1962)
tony_bishop@btinternet.com
Sam Coppard (2005-2012) - Past-President
samuel.coppard@btinternet.com

Nancy Powell - President-Elect (ex-officio)
Alex Rolfe (2006 to 2013)
alex.j.rolfe@googlemail.com
Neil Turrell (1992-2009)
turrellneil@gmail.com
Peter Weaver (1950 -1958) - Co-Editor
psw10@btinternet.com
Brian White (1962-1969) - Co-Editor
drbdwhite@gmail.com
MGS Headmaster
MGS School Captain

MGS School Vice-Captain

Gardner Crawley (1955-1962)
gardner.crawley@dalsterling.com

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
● 17th October, 2018 - Quiz Night
● 26th April, 2019 - Annual Supper

The Old Maidstonian
Co-Editors: Brian White Tel: 01622 756660
Peter Weaver Tel: 01435 864541

We Would Like to Hear From You

Email: drbdwhite@gmail.co.uk
Email: p.weaver@iee.org

Copy date for next edition: 1 st November, 2018

The Society is always very pleased to hear from its members. Please update us as to your post-school history, and we will publish it
in The Old Maidstonian and on the website. If you would like to share with us some anecdotes about your time at the school then
please do contact us. E-mail is a particularly convenient method of reaching us and is preferred.
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MERCHANDISE

It has been agreed that the school will in future handle the sales of mechandise, adding our stock of
items to their own. If you would like to purchase any of these items then please contact Lois Birrell
via email: Lois.Birrell@mgs-kent.org.uk Packages are available for multiple purchases; a small
delivery charge will be added to items that require posting.

Large Umbrella - £22 Small Umbrella - £18
Packages available Cufflinks, large umbrella and

OM ties crested or striped - £7

OM Acrylic Scarf - £16

OM Woolen Scarf - £28

Parker Pen - £7

Cufflinks - £10
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