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FROM THE PRESIDENT

A s I write, winter is fast approaching along with a number of Old Maidstonian events.
On a membership note, it is pleasing to hear that there have been over 190 new members who have joined
the Old Maidstonian Society this year, edging the overall total to nearly 2000 members. Of those 190 new
members, 141 were from the 2017 MGS leavers’ cohort, leaving 49 members
from different eras. There has been a conscious drive by the Society over the
past few years to re-engage with ‘lost generations’ of members and therefore it
has been encouraging to see the membership grow over the past year.
The Guest Speaker at Upper School Speech Day on 15 th September was Dr
Keith Derrett.
Keith gave an inspirational speech, linking his life to
Shakespeare’s ‘The Seven Ages of Man’ – including numerous stories of his
time teaching at Maidstone Grammar School. We are pleased to print this with
his kind permission on pages 5-8.
A few weeks ago, the Society held another very successful Quiz Evening, kindly
organised by the Maidstone Supper at Seven Club. Also, many thanks once
again to John Clayton
for all his hard work
D r D erret t an d t h e P resi den t
towards this event. The
Sore Losers were the
winning team again, retaining their title from
2016! The total amount raised was £590.78.
On the contrary, it was disappointing to have to
postpone the second ‘London Meet Up’ at King’s
College London on 5 th October, due to the planned
tube strikes. These strikes were later called off; however
it was encouraging to see that almost one-third of those
listed to attend the event had left Maidstone Grammar
School in the last eight years. As I mentioned in the
Summer edition of The Old Maidstonian, the lifeblood of
Th e wi n n i n g t eam the Society going forwards is recent leavers and
therefore we hope to see a large number of these recent
leavers when this event is rearranged. (See more details below.)
Finally, as Christmas is fast approaching, we look forward to seeing as many members as possible at the
annual Christmas Carol Service on 19 th December at All Saints’ Church.
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THE CHAIRMAN’S THOUGHTS
I was walking past the now-demolished ‘small hall’ last month with the Bursar, to view the new buildings which
opened after the summer holidays. Vivid memories came back of the late 1950s when that part of the school
site was occupied by ‘Huts 1 and 2’. There were five huts at the time: 1 and 2 were constructed of wood
whilst 3,4 and 5 were of the cast concrete ‘HORSA’ design (a small challenge for you – what did the letters
H-O-R-S-A stand for? Answers on a postcard).
Never mind the concrete ones, though (stifling in
summer: freezing in winter): my memories were
stirred of Latin lessons with Ralph (‘Killer’) Kemp in
Hut 1. Killer made us all gather round his red hot
coke stove on the coldest of winter days (winters
were colder at that time weren’t they?) for the 40minute duration of the lesson. It is certain that
Health & Safety requirements would not allow red
hot iron coke stoves in wooden school buildings
today - let alone groups of 13-year-olds sitting
within a couple of feet of them, almost allowing
their Latin grammar papers to self-ignite. Mind
you, the other side of that memory was that most of
the Latin had to be done as homework because
lessons would frequently start with a plea from someone in the class (U4L) that Killer tell us a tale of his time on
submarines during WW2. Suitably encouraged RK could be persuaded to wander off around the Atlantic
Convoys for at least 30 minutes, allowing precious little time for any Latin. Still - I got a pass at ‘O’ Level!
‘Why on Earth is the Chairman telling us all this?’ I hear you asking, dear Reader. Well, your Committee
discussed at their recent meeting many matters of great importance but none less than getting some good
copy for future editions of The Old Maidstonian. You must all have many reminiscences like the short one I
have told above, probably funnier and of greater interest! So do let the Editor, Brian White, have your
ramblings if you think they would play well to the readership!
What other matters of importance did your Committee expound upon, then? Well, most of that has been
nicely presented elsewhere in this edition: arrangements for the Annual Supper, for the evening event at Kings
College London, celebrating with colleagues at the School Christmas Carol Service and, of course, the further
exciting developments on the school site. Construction of a new pavilion is about to commence; we all
remember the old (existing) one – a further source of ramblings for future editions, doubtless.
Best wishes for the forthcoming Christmas Season!

Richard Ratcliffe

(Ed: The fuzzy picture, above, of the huts (which I remember well) is the best shot I have got. Does anyone have a better one? We will
publish it in our next edition.)

NOTES FROM THE HEADMASTER
The 2016-17 was, like all previous years, a busy one, and one that saw a number of significant changes.
Compared with the previous year, more students began the new two-year ‘A’ Level programme, whilst some
were still completing the old style. There are still students in the school doing both old- and new-style ‘A’
Levels, but this arrangement has now come to an end, with the current Year 12 having moved on to the new
system completely. It is to be hoped that things now can settle down.
Alongside these significant ‘A’ Level changes there were also changes at GCSE. Last year’s Year 11 was the
first year group to experience the new-style GCSE English and maths papers and their new measures of 9-1.
Not only last year were we mastering the complexities of the curriculum and assessment changes, but we also
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spent the year continuing our expansion planning, and reviewing and planning for the changes we were
making to our house and pastoral structures.
Back on 1st March we made offers to 205 Year 6 boys for a place at MGS from September, instead of the
usual 175 boys. In fact 216 started: the largest cohort of students that MGS has welcomed in its history. To
accommodate these extra students we began our building expansion plans back in January, starting with the
new Performing Arts Centre. This first phase of our three-year building plan was finished in August and work
has now begun on phase 2. The old music block and small hall were knocked down during the summer
holiday and now, being built in their place, is a new building housing additional science laboratories and
computing classrooms. This phase will continue all year, and we hope that it will be finished by next August.
While this is going on we will also be progressing further with the pavilion and all-weather pitch projects. We
want to begin work on the new pavilion very soon, ready for an opening later in the academic year; then we
will move straight away on the all-weather pitch project, which I know is something that many Maidstonians
are looking forward to.
Alongside these necessary building plans to accommodate more students, the house and pastoral changes
that we had been working on for two years were implemented right at the end of the year in July. There have
been many changes to the structure, but the main one that the students see is that they are now in new forms
with a new form tutor and with students of different ages. It is, of course, going to take some time to bed in,
but we have been incredibly impressed with how the students have taken to it. Yes, there was a degree of
caution, but the general atmosphere at the end of the term in July and in these first few months of this year has
been very positive. The atmosphere around the school is much calmer and the students are beginning to form
new relationships.
The new house names, despite being different from the old ones, will, I think become much more ingrained
into the life of the school. Naming them ‘College’, ‘Corpus Christi’, ‘Tonbridge’ and ‘Barton’ after the four
homes MGS has had in its life, reflect the traditional ethos that this school has always had.
Schools like MGS thrive on a house system. Back in 1899 the school introduced the first ever house system.
There were three houses: ‘School’, ‘East Borough’ and ‘West Borough’, dependent on where the students lived
in the town. These houses were the backbone of the school, not only overseeing the welfare and care of the
boys but also promoting a sense of identity, community and competition. Sadly, they disappeared for many
years but they returned to MGS in a new form in 2007. I am personally grateful to Mr Turrell, the then
Headmaster, for re-introducing a House system back to MGS, but I also believe that it is not how he would
have liked it to have been after ten years if he had remained here; that is why we re-launched the house system
last year. There is still a long way to go before we see the real effects of this new system, but this new structure
is ready to support the workings of a growing school, ensuring that every student in the school is known, and
more importantly that every student in the school knows that he or she is known.
Another huge development that we have been working on over the last year is how we support our young
people with mental health and well-being concerns. Watching young people move through a school and
become young men and women is such a pleasure. Our aim is to always nurture and support the students to
develop into fine Maidstonians that we can all be proud of, but there is a growing concern that we are facing
more and more in society and in our schools, the issues of mental health and well-being amongst young
people. Supporting young people with mental health and well-being concerns has been a deliberate focus for
us over the last 12 months.
In that time we have recruited a qualified counsellor who works in school twice a week offering support; we
have done some work with the charity Maidstone Mind: a charity which supports young people in Maidstone
with well-being concerns; we have staff who are trained in mindfulness who now work with a group of students
looking at a variety of techniques to overcome anxiety; two members of staff now have a mental health first-aid
qualification; and a number of members of staff, including myself, received some fantastic training from
Canterbury Christchurch University looking at mental health and well-being of teenagers.
In July we
successfully secured a £10,000 grant to support our work in this area in the future. All of this development
has contributed to a deliberate effort this year to raise the profile of mental health within MGS, with the hope
that it will not only begin to have an impact and support the growing number of young people who are in very
difficult circumstances, but to encourage all of us to feel safe talking about it. We will go on developing this
next year.
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Encouraging students to get involved with the wider life of the school has always been at the forefront of what
we do, and I believe that this element of schooling can make a huge difference to children’s mental health. It
is so important that students participate in our extra-curricular programme, whether it be sport, music, drama,
community service or personal development. The benefits from being involved in such activities are endless:
they provide a productive break from study, they can help students to develop softer skills such as competition
and teamwork, they can open students’ minds to a new interest or provide opportunities to support our mental
health; and I think that this last point about creating a positive mental health ethos is why so many schools
offer an extra-curricular programme. Starting this year we will be reviewing our extra-curricular programme
and trying to ensure that it is offering as much diversity as possible, and encouraging more students and staff
to become involved. This review will be linked to embedding the ‘Challenge@MGS’ initiative that was piloted
with a few forms last year. This is a programme which encourages everyone to get involved with something
that is creative, active, provides service or extends one’s interests. Many of the students are already doing
things that fall into one of these categories, but we wish to formalise what they do, encourage them to do other
things and acknowledge and celebrate what they are doing.
Finally, a new school year brings with it a changing face to the staff room; and alongside the curriculum
changes, the expansion plans and the restructure of the house system, recruitment of new staff members was
a significant task to undertake. Back in July we said goodbye to thirteen members of staff: Mr Duffy, Mrs
Walker, Mr Perrian, Mr Fu, Mrs Gallucci-Colling, Mr Lozano, Mr Dorofeyev, Mr Tismur, Mr Philpott, Mr Fuller,
Ms Lewis, Mr Redmond, Dr Everett and Mr Smith. These last six members of staff between them gave MGS
over 140 years’ service. We wish them well in their next phase of their lives.
With so many staff leaving in July, in their place in September we welcomed new faces to the MGS family: Mr
Keeley and Mr Davis (PE); Ms Cade (Science); Mrs Rathbone (Mathematics); Ms Lee (Chinese); Mr Musendo
and Mr Traube (Chemistry); Mr Wrein (History); Mr Wood (Bus and Ec); Ms Wilson, Ms Rodgers, Mr Knight
and Mrs Deo (English); Mrs Martin (Media and Film); Mr Ribbans (Head of German); Mr Norton (Head of
Science); and Mr Ferguson (Deputy Head)
We welcome them to MGS and hope their years are happy ones.
Rowing at Maidstone Grammar School
I would like to thank all the members of the OMS who contributed towards the purchase of the rowing boats
and blades back in 2013. The boats have been put to extremely good use teaching dozens of students to row;
we use them during Extended Learning Week with the younger students, racing with 6 th formers at various
events and have even rowed the length of the River Thames, something very few rowers ever get to do.
On Sunday, 1st October, we raced at the Maidstone Small Boats Head and welcomed back three OMs, Joe,
Luke and Dan, to row alongside Oli from Year 13. The novice 4x+ crew (a 4-man boat, each sculler having
two blades (oars) along with a coxswain) won their category, and came 3rd out of 144 entries. Considering
that Oliver has been rowing for barely one year, Joe has done virtually no rowing in the last three years and
Luke has been coxing at university, this is an extremely creditable result and for two of the rowers, this was also
their first race, making it all the more remarkable!
The fourth member of the crew was Dan, who left MGS in June and who was awarded one of the
Headmaster's Prizes this year for all-round achievement and service. This was partly because of his dedication
to rowing but also because his determination to do well permeates his life. He has always been willing to help
less-experienced rowers and has been a real credit to the School and, most importantly, to himself. I like to
think that rowing has been instrumental in how he developed into a fine Maidstonian and that he will always
remember his time rowing with MGS.
The crew then split up into MGS’s smaller boats and, again, performed admirably, with Dan winning the
Novice 1x (single) category and the two 2x (doubles) both finishing in the top 20 boats, with Dan and Joe
beating Oliver and Luke by just 4 seconds. Unfortunately Dan and Joe lost the Novice 2x category by just 1
second but in a race lasting over 9m 40s, that's pretty close!
It was a real pleasure to see OMs rowing in a crew with a student – and doing so well.
None of this would have been possible without your generous gifts, so thank you once again.
Mark Tomkins
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SPEECH DAYS - 2017

We had two memorable Speech Days this year. In both cases the Guest of Honour was an Old Maidstonian.
In July John Francis (2002-2009) spoke at the Lower School Speech Day and in September Dr.Keith Derrett
(Staff 1980-2014) gave a fascinating address (printed below) at the Senior Speech Day.
~~~~~~~
Lower School Speech Day
John F rancis
addressing the School
in the quad

John with P aul Smith and the Headmaster

~~~~~~~
Senior Speech Day
The Senior Speech Day took place when, sadly, the weather was rather
uncertain, so it took place in the Big Hall. The Headmaster gave the traditional
report on the school’s academic performance. He also reported favourably
on the restructuring and enlargement of the school and its building
development programme. The prizes were distributed by Dr.Keith Derrett.
Dr.Derrett gave the following speech (with Shakespearian allusions!)
reprinted in its entirety, for which we make no apologies:-

It is

‘A good afternoon to all honoured guests; ladies and gentlemen and,
especially, to all of the senior students here today. For nearly 30 years, I
was the one who stood on this stage reading out prize-winners’ names
and herding them up on to the stage at the correct moment. The tables
have turned! I offer my congratulations to all of those prize-winners who
have been selected to come up here today. Well done.
‘I retired from teaching in 2014, having worked my whole teaching
career here at MGS. Initially, as a Biology teacher then jointly with
The Headmaster
responsibilities for a growing number of sixth form students - and there
may be students here today to whom I taught Science in either Years 7 or 8. I was reminded just recently
by the brother of one of those Science students that when I was igniting balloons of gas in one class, I
had overdone the amount of gas AND got myself too close to the action! The consequence was – I lost
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my eyebrows and left the front of the lab with that distinctive smell
of singed hair!!
‘Having worked within the MGS environment for so long, I know
a little more background to some of its features, including some
of the prizes awarded here today.
‘The Jane Matek prize was named after a Slovenian refugee,
Tatjana Matek, who was accepted in to this sixth form and was
making good progress towards her dream of becoming a doctor.
Unfortunately, tragic circumstances caused her to take an
overdose of paracetamol. She became unwell immediately and
started being sick so she assumed that most of this everyday
medicine had been evacuated from her body: it hadn’t and she
died within a week. I will be thinking of her when I visit Slovenia
for the first time next month.
‘Gary Stock was a student on the ‘O’ Level Recovery Year - an
extra year of sixth form for those who had underachieved in their
exams at the end of Year 11. He was doing very well as he
worked through this year aiming towards an ‘A’ level course when
tragedy struck in the form of a car accident and he was killed.
‘There are plenty of reminders for me of all of the good times had
Dr. Derrett giving his address at MGS, too. The stage - as a reminder of all those excellent
musicals and plays put on at MGS by staff and students over the
years. Perhaps Les Miserables stands out as my overall favourite.
The Mezzanine of the Refectory because that is where World Challenge students in the past have spent their
final night sleeping in ‘Blightie’ before going with me to somewhere exotic in the world, somewhere where
inevitably there were lots of tall mountain ranges in which to trek. I remember the Biology goldfish pond where
at least two students managed to fall in, fully clothed. I am sure that they were not assisted in any way!!
‘When I was attending my own, small, rural grammar school in Gloucestershire (with a maximum of 350
students, and founded in 1384), I remember in Year 9 studying a play by Shakespeare - As You Like It. This
contains a famous speech by Jacques about the Seven Ages of Man:
‘All the world’s a stage and all the men and women merely players. They have their exits
and their entrances, and one man in his time plays many parts.
‘I remember how at the time I had never thought of life like this before, as a series of specific stages or steps.
When I look back on my life so far I realise how true that has been for me.
1) At first, the infant mewing and puking in the nurse’s arms . Well, that stage was completed without
me knowing much about it. I was born in Berkeley, Gloucestershire, just a few hundred yards from the scene
of Edward II’s gruesome murder and a short distance from one of the first nuclear power stations to operate in
the UK. My Mum had to deal with the mewing and puking, however, she wasn’t able to hire a nurse to do it
for her!
2) Then, the whining schoolboy, with his satchel creeping like snail, unwillingly to school . That
doesn’t quite match up with me, however, because I remember one neighbour commenting that she had never
seen me do anything other than RUN to school. I was a little hyperactive even in those days. No doubt today I
would have been given a label to explain it! From Primary School with just 36 students in three classes, I
passed my 11+ and moved to Katharine Lady Berkeley’s Grammar School and all of the opportunities that
this offered - I took them all EXCEPT in my seven years at that school we had just one opportunity to go on an
overseas trip, a cruise in the Mediterranean: my parents could not afford to let me go.
3) The next significant stage was not the soldier, as Shakespeare describes but, instead, the student. For
seven-and-a-half years I managed to remain as a student – are you listening Mums and Dads?! Initially, I
completed a four- year Applied Biology degree. The third year was spend as a Working Year at nearby East
Malling Research Station, and it was here that I developed my passion for nematode worms – well, someone
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has to. I returned to East Malling to complete my PhD research for a further three years post-graduate,
studying worms – and loved it.
4) While I was completing my studies, I met my wife-to-be, so satisfied Shakespeare’s next stage of being
the lover. That word seems nowadays to describe something more specific, I think!
5) I then became the worker, the teacher at MGS – but probably best not described as being in fair
round belly as Shakespeare does. Thirty-four-and-a-half years of it. There was never a day when I
did not look forward to coming in to Barton Road spending the day trying to help students both
academically and pastorally to improve their lot – and the staff were always fun to be with, too.
Both of my children chose to study at MGS. My son, aged 11, decided that he wasn’t going to call
me “Dad” and he wasn’t going to call me “Sir”, so he hit on the simple idea of calling me “Keith”,
which he still does to this day. That caused a few odd looks when he referred to me by my Christian
name to other members of staff within school, however!
It was whilst at MGS that I was bitten by the travel bug. In 1996 I took a group of ten students from
MGS (and MGGS) to Uganda with an up-and-coming organisation at the time called ‘World
Challenge’. Over the next 20 years I helped to organise another ten of these trips, each one the
climax to a two-year period of planning and fund-raising by students. Fortunately, I always got the
choice as to where we would go. The Indian Himalayas, Peru and the Andes, Kyrgyzstan and the Tien
Shan mountains, Siberia and the Altai Mountains and so on. Then, because of my overseas
experience, I would get to be invited to go on other trips to Italy, Germany, France, and, one of my
favourites - several trips to New York and Boston taking sixth form students to the Harvard Model
United Nations. During my time at MGS I calculated that I had visited nearly 30 different foreign
countries, a record which will not be broken easily, I suspect.
6) Shakespeare then describes the next stage of life, the sixth stage, as shifting into the lean and
slippered pantaloon. I think that this is the stage that I am in now, my retirement years – or in my
case, semi-retirement because I work in a local private school – non-teaching roles, which sees me
driving a minibus, assessing DofE Gold expeditions, life-saving in their Swimming pool, etc. I think I
have wangled a trip to Costa Rica with them next summer, too.
My retirement was supposed to be about travelling – and it has been. In the first 24 months after
retiring from MGS, I visited 24 different foreign counties. I wonder how many people in the audience
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have ever visited Uzbekistan, Belarus or Moldova!! The travel continues but not at quite the same
hectic rate!
7) The seventh age of Shakespeare relates to second childishness and mere oblivion. THAT will be a
very long way off, I am sure!
‘We can all readily accept that life does come in a series of stages BUT one must also recognise that these
stages are always very much dependent on one another. Sadly, we know that a humble beginning can
have a negative effect on later learning. You are privileged because you have already demonstrated that
you are capable of passing ‘A’ Level courses successfully. You now have a choice whether to study
further at university; to seek vocational training or to enter appropriate employment. Using your GCSE
and ‘A’ Level qualifications plus other personal qualities gained through a course of education at MGS,
like honing appropriate powers of communication and the development of self-confidence, you will be
given a head start in the next stage of your life and, hopefully, go on to achieve a satisfying and rewarding
career during your working life. Lost opportunities now could have a direct influence on that later; on the
next stage of your life.
‘Your lives are likely to differ in one very big way from my working career. I spent over 30 years in a single
job. I suspect that none of you here will do the same. For you, therefore, it will be a matter of developing
transferable skills throughout your working life which can then be taken with you into your next career. I
really hope that you can rise to the challenge that all of this requires. I am now benefitting from the
financial stability that I have achieved from my working career and can use my life experiences to lead a
very full, rich and diverse life. I really hope that you will be able to say the same when you eventually enter
the ‘Sixth stage of your life’, retirement. Always remember, life is a series of steps BUT each one is directly
dependent upon what has happened before. You must never forget to think of the long-term goals and
aims and not just the short-term gains. It is essential that you learn to discipline yourself to do that extra
bit of revision before important exams rather than be distracted by an immediate fun activity with friends
instead. It could have consequences later on.
‘I offer you all of my best wishes with success in your own lives and in the development of your
Shakespearian Life Stages. And I thank you for listening to me.’

~~~~~~~~~~
● MGS Carol Service: Tuesday 19 December at
All Saints’ Church. (Mulled wine and mince pies
will be available in the church after the service,
and OMs might then wish to adjourn to a local
hostelry.)
 London Get-Together: Thursday 1 March
2018, 19:00 to 21:30. The Committee would
like to invite all Old Maidstonians to this informal
gathering, which will be held on the 8th F loor &
South Terrace of Bush House (30 Aldwych,
London, WC2B 4BG).

As the former home of BBC Worldwide, the newlyrenovated Bush House offers outstanding views of
the London skyline from the rooftop terrace,
including the River Thames, Westminster, the London
Eye and St Paul’s. Once again we are very grateful
to Ralph Luck OBE for securing this room for the
Society.
The 8th Floor & South Terrace has a pay bar and
there will also be a buffet. The Society would
appreciate a nominal £10 contribution (note:
details regarding payment will be sent out in
January 2018).
In the meantime, and in order that the Committee
can have an idea of numbers, we would be grateful
if
you
would
please
let
us
know
at oms@oldmaidstonians.org.uk if you wish to
attend.
● OMS Annual Supper and AGM: Friday 23
March 2018. (Details will follow via email after
Christmas.)
● MGS-OMS football and rugby matches:
Wednesday 28 March 2018
● MGS-OMS
cricket
Wednesday 18 July 2018
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match:

probably

CALLING CLASS OF ‘68

Let’s look back, for a moment, to 1968: Kent finished
runners-up to Yorkshire in the cricket county
championship; Manchester City won the football league;
in music, The Doors, Tom Jones, Buffalo Springfield and
Creedence all had
major hits; The musical
Hair opened in the
West End, launching
the careers of Elaine
Paige
and
Paul
Nicholas, among many
others; the film 2001: A
Space Odyssey was
released, and Watney’s
Red Barrel was Britain’s
best-selling beer.
Next year’s Annual
Supper will provide the
John Clayton
perfect opportunity for
(1968)
OMs who, like me, left
the school in 1968, to
come along to see how much the school has changed,
and catch up with old friends over a drink and dinner.
Our year had a lot of big characters, both among the
pupils and the staff, and we all have stories to share
about our time at MGS and everything that has
happened to each of us since then. You will also be able
to hear from Headmaster Mark Tomkins about the
school’s exciting building projects and have the chance
to walk around the school corridors again, and revisit
places that were so familiar to us all back in the Sixties.
There are 19 Old Maidstonians from ‘Class of 68’
among the current membership, and I am sure that each
of us who are members will still be in touch with many
other former classmates who are not registered members
of the Society. By the same token, many other OMs
receiving this Newsletter will have siblings or friends who
left in 1968. Please will you do your best to encourage
them to attend on this auspicious occasion?

C HARITABLE
DONATIONS THE
EASY WAY

The OMS is registered with
Easyfundraising, which enables supporters
to donate, at no cost to themselves, when
doing on-line shopping. All money received
will go to the OM charitable trust (for
details of this see our website). We hope
that OMs will join Easyfundraising: the
amounts raised per transaction are small,
but the cumulative value could be
considerable. Many major on-line retailers
participate: for example, Argos, Amazon,
Apple Store, John Lewis, M&S...
The effort required after the initial sign-up
can be minimised by downloading a
toolbar
for
your
browser
which
automatically tells you when you are
accessing a retailer which participates in
the scheme and enables you to make your
donation, once you have logged into your
Easyfundraising account. You can find the
download at:
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/raisemore/find-and-remind/
For more detailed information see the
following page of the OMS website:
http://www.oldmaidstonians.co.uk/fundrai
sing/

May I ask all of you to make a diary note of the date of
the Supper? Friday 23 March 2018. Book tickets
when they become available, and let’s aim to get a really
good turnout from our year. I am happy to advise about
local hotels, for those who may need overnight
accommodation.
Of course, every Annual Supper is ideal for ‘landmark’
year reunions, so I hope that on 23 March we shall see
contingents from many other decades that end in an 8!
John Clayton, OMS Vice-Chairman clytn4@aol.com
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MGS AND THE ROYAL PARKS
HALF-MARATHON

MGS teachers Ben Highsted, Martin Holmes, and Adam Terrell
completed the Royal Parks Half-Marathon in London on Sunday 8th
October, to raise funds for the local deaf charity Hi Kent, which is
based in Brewer Street, Maidstone. Martin had also run the Barnstaple
Marathon two weeks previously as part of his fundraising plan.

SCHOOL CONTACTS

The school can be contacted on
01622 752101, or by e-mail at
school@mgs-kent.org.uk. Further
details of all events are available
on
the
school
website
http://www.mgs.kent.sch.uk

The school’s Tonbridge House also donated the proceeds of its recent
charity day to boost the total raised to £3,070.
Chief Executive of Hi Kent, OM John Clayton, said: ‘I am in
awe of this amazing effort by Ben, Martin and Adam and the
students who raised a record amount at their charity day. It
was an honour to meet the Tonbridge House team when
they presented me with the cheque in the Quad, and thanks
to their efforts Hi Kent will be able to keep its free services
running in Maidstone for another year.’

MUSINGS FROM THE PENTHOUSE

At the time of writing the grey clouds shield the sun on a normal summer’s day, but by the time you read this
you will either be rushing to get the last Christmas presents by braving the crowds in the High Street, tearing
your hair out trying to sort out problems with on-line orders, or perhaps even sitting Faust-shaped, following
the celebrations in your old comfortable slippers with Aunt Agatha’s gift carefully concealed until you have to
retrieve it before her next visit. However you celebrate Christmas, whether it is by enjoying the true meaning of
the season, or exulting in the razzmatazz, I wish you a very happy Christmas from the Penthouse dwellers (two,
four, six and eight-legged).
Christmas came early for the archives this year, in fact about five months early. We received an email from
OM David Stevens (1953-58) asking if we would like some items that were his father’s when he attended
MGS, and mentioning that his uncle was the oldest member of the OMS at 102 years old. Since that first
email David has sent through a whole range of memorabilia including an OMS blazer badge from about
1928. Interestingly the edging to the material areas is made in a metal of some sort (possibly copper or
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brass). On the back of the label is a small label with ‘11/6’ written on it. If that was
the price that would equate to about £30 according to one website! We do have one
other badge like this attached to an OM blazer which was modelled by a Year 13
student at an open evening in October. I did promise our model that I would not
publish the photograph of him, so sorry about that.
Dave later produced his father’s school certificate, signed by the headmaster at the
time, Mr Woolgar. His father never attended the Barton Road site having spent his
years at the Tonbridge Road school. Still later came a number of original
photographs of the school scout troop on a trip to Sidmouth, Devon.
Also included in the bundle was the
Opening Ceremony Order of Service for the present school site and
the Distribution of School Prizes for the same year (1930) which his
father attended as an OM. I hope to make these items a central
display at the next OM open day meeting.
Here are two photographs from the Tonbridge Road days:
It is peculiar how the number of enquiries for information from the
archives reaches a peak in the September / October months.
Following years of education timetables, perhaps we have had our
body clocks programmed to school timetables, or perhaps it is just the
thought of the long winter evenings that prompt us. Perhaps also, that
is why I have realised that the deadline for publishing is fast
approaching and that I had better complete my article as I watch the
autumnal leaves float past my window.
I recently had an enquiry from P eter Prangnell, who attended MGS
from 1937 to 1947 (at that time MGS had a Junior School) who
wanted to make a record of his life in which MGS played ‘a significant
part’. Amazingly, he remembered the names of many of the ladies
who covered for the male staff members when they left to take part in
the war. He is struggling with the name of ‘formidable, elderly’ lady who taught Latin at that time. I have
checked our records but can find no mention of her. I know it’s a long-shot, but can anyone help? I have
been able to send him a copy of the book W.A.C. and in return he has sent a Form I photo of his class with
Mr. Ashton in 1937-38. Peter
is now living in Toronto, but if
anyone remembers him and
wants to make contact with him,
then please let me know at
mgsarchive@longrede.me.uk.
I had hoped to make a series of
‘Who is it?’ photographs
following the success of the
request for Harry Steels but the
response
for
the
three
‘mugshots’ I covered last time
was very poor, so I shall probably
keep it to an occasional request.
Mr As hto n w i th Fo rm 1 - 1938
Please remember that the
archives only survive by interest, donations and information from Old Maidstonians, the school and the
general public. Do we need an archive? Ask those who request information and produce press articles. MGS
archive is relatively as important as the Victoria and Albert or Turner Museums, so please keep supporting us.
Thank you!
Icarus
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MORE PROGRESS ON THE ROTHER VALLEY RAILWAY
by Gardner Crawley (1955 to 1962)

Rother District Council gives Planning Approval
Rother Valley Railway (RVR) was delighted that its application for restoration of the Northbridge Street to
Junction Road section of the Robertsbridge to Bodiam Reconnection Project was approved unanimously by all
members of the Rother District Council (RDC) Planning Committee on 16 March 2017. The reconnection is
included in RDC Plan Policy EM8, and RVR has already made significant progress with the scheme and in
meeting the three criteria laid down for continuing RDC support.
RVR is aware that in spite of overwhelming support for this restoration scheme, there are local people who have
expressed concerns about level crossings and excessive parking in Robertsbridge itself. Their fears will be
addressed as the scheme progresses and it is to be hoped that the economic benefits of the scheme will
become apparent.
The remaining landowners have additionally expressed concern and RVR fully appreciates that a railway
crossing their farms represents some disruption. RVR has met with the landowners and will continue to engage
with them, with a view to acquiring the original trackbed by agreement.
Trackbed from Junction Road to Austen’s Bridge Purchased
RVR has now purchased the trackbed across the Forge Farm land between Junction Road and Austen’s
Bridge: a length of 450m. This section of trackbed is on the opposite side of Junction Road from the Bodiam
to Udiam section, which has been re-built already (see map extract below).

A locally-monitored automated full barrier level crossing will be installed across the B2244 Junction Road. The
plans include the introduction of a 40 mph speed limit on this road, which will benefit the narrow Rover Rother
road bridge: the site of many accidents.
The track for this section of this line will be flat bottomed rail on concrete sleepers. Sufficient stock has already
been obtained and is in storage at Robertsbridge Junction (RVR) Station and Northiam (K&ESR) Station.
Rother Valley Railway Heritage Trust wins Community Benefit Award
This award from the Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE) was for creating a heritage railway transport link with
long-term benefits for the community, and was made on Thursday 27 th July 2017. The project was lauded by
the judges in terms of accessibility and connections to and from London and benefits to local tourism and
economy. The project was also commended for the extensive use of recycled materials.
The Community Benefit Award was presented by past ICE President Professor Jean Venables and Maggie
Philbin, TV personality, the President of the Institution of Engineering Designers and co-founder and CEO of
TeenTech.
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SEARCHING

FOR

WILLIAM GOLDING

Stephen Roberts is an Old Henrician (Prince Henry’s, Evesham), rather than an Old Maidstonian, but he
visited Maidstone Grammar in October 2017, to find out more about William Golding (1938 to 1940),
who taught English and music at Prince Henry’s from September 1938. He joined the panoply of famed
writers as the author of Lord of the Flies. (Stephen says that he himself is the author of one book and over
450 articles, but he doubts that he will ever get the opportunity to match Golding’s Nobel Prize and Booker
Prize!)
Stephen’s mission was twofold: firstly, to write an article for Kent Life to mark the 80th anniversary of Golding’s
arrival in Maidstone; secondly, to see if we, MGS, might erect a lasting memorial to Golding at the school (no
such tribute currently exists). A blue plaque has been mooted to recognise one of the school’s most celebrated
members of staff.
Golding was a popular teacher at MGS. He was already a published poet when he arrived at the school,
giving him kudos. He was also good at sport (especially cricket) which put the students on-side and he was
‘interesting’. Being habitually short of money, he had a shabby, careworn appearance (it would probably be
called ‘shabby chic’ today). He was also active on the extra-curricular side (music and drama).
Stephen writes: ‘I was given a guided tour of today’s school, a site which dates back to 1929, so pretty new
when Golding came shambling in. I was shown some of those original buildings where, no doubt, Mr.
Golding strutted his stuff. I felt I had got about as close to my subject as I was going to without being
consigned to a tropical island and told to fend for myself.
‘Golding’s Kent years (1938-40) came before his real literary
flowering, but can MGS claim any of the credit for what
followed? Lord of the Flies is a searing tale of what happens
to a group of youngsters when all adult influence, rules and
mores are stripped away. Did teaching at Maidstone first
plant a seed of an idea in his head? It is known that Golding
liked to set groups of pupils against one another in
experiments, which may have inspired his most famous work.
Did he first indulge this particular whim in Kent?

Here is the blue plaque at Bishop
Wordsworth’s, Salisbury. Could MGS have
something similar next year?

‘Golding departed Kent for the Royal Navy and WW2. When
his teaching career resumed it was in Wiltshire (Bishop
Wordsworth’s, Salisbury) and it was whilst there (1945 to
1962) that he actually wrote Lord of the Flies, published in
1954. Did the ‘Eureka’ moment come earlier though?
(Photograph courtesy of Peter Denton)
Golding’s Kent years may have
been brief, but they may have
played their part in formulating one of the 20th Century’s greatest works of
literature.
‘I have to return to Maidstone at some point… There are still some stones to be
lifted and there’s the small matter of a blue plaque that needs to be procured.’
Editor’s note: If anyone knows anything about William Golding’s time at the
school, we will be delighted to hear from you, and we will pass on any
information to Stephen Roberts.
The editor was told by Michael Tillett (1939 to ?), a well-known local
musician and an eminent musical editor, that he was taught music by Golding,
so the latter had a notable success with this pupil. (The Wikipedia entry for
the famous composer Michael Tippett states: ‘[Tippett’s] eyesight was
deteriorating as a result of macular dystrophy, and he relied increasingly on
his musical amanuensis and near namesake Michael Tillett.’ Tillett is
commemorated on one of the boards in the Big Hall.)
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CONCERT IN

MEMORY OF JIMMY

CLINCH (1936 TO 1946, AND STAFF, 1974 TO 1991)

Many readers will remember Jimmy Clinch (who taught chemistry at the school after a career in industry and
was himself an Old Maidstonian. He was also, at various times, Secretary of the Society and after retirement,
Clerk to the Governors of MGS. He was also President of the Society in 1994 to 1995. Perhaps surpassing
all of that, his immersion in the musical life of the school was total and his publication Gaudeamus will be a
living and ongoing testimony as the definitive record for future generations.
Following Jimmy’s death in the Spring of this year, a memorial concert was held on 30 th September at
St.Nicholas’s Church, Otham, to celebrate his life and his passion for music. As well as being a very longstanding member of St.Nicholas’s Church, Jimmy was a highly-regarded musician locally. He played the oboe
in orchestras, sang in choirs and most importantly founded the Rochester Arts Orchestra which he conducted
for many years. Members of that Orchestra (now called the City of Rochester Symphony Orchestra) and other
friends were present at the concert in his memory. It was attended by his wife Anne and members of their
family.
The programme included Mozart’s Clarinet Quintet, Haydn’s Lark Quartet and the Six Metamorphoses after
Ovid for solo oboe by Benjamin Britten. Other choral and instrumental items included music by Elgar,
Jimmy’s favourite composer. (Ed: See Jimmy’s obituary in our No.22 Spring edition.)
~~~~~~~~~~

MORE MEMORIES OF DAVID SAYER

By the time DMS left the school he was already one of the fastest bowlers in the country. To face him in one of
the house matches was very intimidating. It has to be remembered that helmets, arm and body protection or
even steel toe caps had not been introduced. We did have boxes to shield our private parts, and gloves, but
only those with strips of stippled rubber attached across the fingers which were rather ineffective in guarding
against injury. In addition the much-used pads available in the school bag might not be for the required leg,
and leave the calf muscle exposed. Personally, I used to also arrange a towel draped down across my leading
thigh.
The only player of my year who seemed comfortable facing David was Keith Chaney. In the parents’ match, it
was noticeable that Arthur Fagg, the Kent opening batsman, was happy to wear plimsolls and had the
competence to hit David back over his head. Similarly in the staff match, Ickabod Johnson, of county seconds
standard could equally cope with David’s aggressiveness.
Even though the teachers at the school had excelled academically and some had distinguished wartime
records, the culture amongst the staff was decidedly unpretentious. In contrast, deference within cricket in
general was all too apparent and still structured around amateurs and professionals. Unsurprisingly, the boys
from the school who appeared for the Mote Cricket Club encountered a distinct air of snobbishness. Here the
club was governed by titled people and leading business men. When I first played no peg was made available
and I was obliged to change under the stairs.
The feeling was such that OMs (Dickie Walters may have been the instigator) formed a travelling side called
‘The Bandits’. It became a strong side and when county duties allowed, David would play for the team. One
of my most cherished memories was running a seven with him against Margate. The ball passed through the
slips and went towards the vacant third man boundary where it stopped short. As slip fielders in those days
were reluctant to run, it was left to the fine leg fielder to recover the ball. When he went to throw the ball in, it
slipped out of the side of his hand and went towards fine leg… David had lapped me by the timed he
completed the seventh run.
P.S. Arthur Fagg seemed to be the
most unlikely person to be thought of
as a racialist. Unfortunately the
allegation made by the West Indian
management brought an end to his
test match umpiring career.
Colin Robbins (1950 to 1958)
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O B I T UAR I E S

John Stuart Harris (1940 to 1947)
Mrs Jill Harris wrote to tell us about the death of her husband, John, on 20 th March 2017, aged 88. John
was not a member of OMS, but attended an Annual Supper with Colin Honey (1940 to1948). The
following is a brief biography:
Born 4 March 1929
1947 to 1949: National service
1949 to 1952: Hertford College Oxford (degree in mathematics)
1952 to 1954: Wells Theological College
1954 to 1958: curate at St Martin’s Epsom
1958 to 1963: curate at Holy Trinity, Guildford
1960: marriage to Jill
1963 to 1972: Rector of St Mary’s, Bentley
1972 to 1987: Vicar of St John’s, Milford
1987 to 1998: Rector of St Peter’s, Walton-on-the-Hill
1998: retired, at which point he moved to Lamberhurst and continued working until about six years ago.
Jill and John have four children, three grandchildren and two great grandchildren.
~~~~~~~~~~~~
Mrs Mitchell has informed us that Keith Mitchell (1939 to 1946) died on 16 July 2016.
~~~~~~~~~~~~
Father P eter Ryman
Michael Woodgate (1946-1954) has told us about the death of Fr.Peter Ryman, who was a nearcontemporary of his at MGS. Michael saw a notice which said that Peter was born at Hawkhurst in 1936 and
died in June 2017 at the age of 79. (Clearly, one of those figures is wrong, as the arithmetic does not
work.) Peter spent his ministry mostly in London but began as a teacher in a Catholic school in Purley, where
one of Michael’s younger colleagues at the seminary where he worked remembered him as his teacher.
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ON

THE

BRIGHTER SIDE

Adapted from the Inland Waterways Magazine, and provided by Graham Belson:
‘Everybody was sure that Somebody would do it,
And Anyone could have done it.
But in the end, Nobody always ended up with the task.
When Nobody did it, Somebody was angry because it was Everybody’s job,
But Everybody thought that Somebody would do it instead.
Now Everybody realised that Nobody would do it,
So consequently, Everybody blamed Somebody,
When Nobody did what Anybody could have done in the first place.’
Also from Graham:
‘Some time ago my son was home and we found a bumble bee in the conservatory, obviously exhausted and I
thought it was on its way to the great bee hive in the sky. But my son told me to go and mix some sugar and
water, put a tissue on a plate and soak it with the sugar water. This I did and we lifted the bee on to the plate.
‘To my amazement the bee stuck out its bright red tongue and started to take up the sugar water. After a few
minutes, obviously very much refreshed, it flew off. My son told me that occasionally bees cannot find enough
pollen and nectar and die for the lack of it.
‘Today I found another bee in the same predicament, gave it some sugar water on a plate, watched it stick out
its tongue to take it up, and after several minutes fly off, none the worse for wear. How much pleasure is there
in the simplest things!! I never had any idea until my son, half my age, told me about it.’

Your Committee 2016-2017
Sam Coppard (2005-2012) - President
samuel.coppard@btinternet.com

Malcolm MacCallum (1957-1963) - Webmaster
m.a.h.maccallum@qmul.ac.uk
Ron McCormick (Staff: - 2004)

Richard Ratcliffe (1956 -1964) - Chairman
rbr1@btconnect.com

Alex Rolfe (2006 to 2013)
alex.j.rolfe@googlemail.com

Daisy Stapley-Bunten (2010 to 2012) - Secretary
daisy.stapleybunten@hotmail.co.uk

Peter Sampson (1950-1955)
pjesampson@tiscali.co.uk

Graham Belson (1960-1965) - Membership
Secretary, Treasurer
oms@oldmaidstonians.org.uk, Tel: 01622
730514 or 07770 738041, or write to
22 Plantation Lane, Bearsted, Maidstone,
ME14 4BH.

Paul Smith (Staff 1992 to 2017)
paulsmith.otter71@btinternet.com

Tony Bishop (1955-1962)
tony_bishop@btinternet.com
John Clayton (1961-1968)
j.clayton@hikent.org.uk
Gardner Crawley (1955-1962)
gardner.crawley@dalsterling.com

Neil Turrell (1992-2009) - Past-President
turrellneil@gmail.com
Peter Weaver (1950 -1958) Co-Editor
p.weaver@iee.org
Brian White (1962-1969) Co-Editor
drbdwhite@gmail.com
MGS Headmaster
MGS School Captain
MGS School Vice-Captain
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
● Year 13 Presentation evening: Monday 18 December 2017
● MGS Carol Service: Tuesday 19 December 2017. (There will be a prior meeting
for drinks at an establishment in Bank Street at about 18:00)
● OMS ‘London Get-Together’ at Bush House (See p8 for details)
● OMS Annual Supper and AGM: Friday 23 March 2018
● MGS-OMS football and rugby matches Wednesday 28 March 2018
● MGS-OMS cricket match Wednesday 18 July 2018 (date to be confirmed)

The Old Maidstonian
Co-Editors: Brian White Tel: 01622 756660
Peter Weaver Tel: 01435 864541

We Would Like to Hear From You

Email: drbdwhite@gmail.co.uk
Email: p.weaver@iee.org

Copy date for next edition: 1 st March, 2018

The Society is always very pleased to hear from its members. Please update us as to your post-school history, and we will publish it
in The Old Maidstonian and on the website. If you would like to share with us some anecdotes about your time at the school then
please do contact us. E-mail is a particularly convenient method of reaching us and is preferred.
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MERCHANDISE

It has been agreed that the school will in future handle the sales of mechandise, adding our stock of
items to their own. If you would like to purchase any of these items then please contact Mrs Sandy
Smith in the School Office via email sandy.smith@mgs-kent.org.uk. Packages are available for
multiple purchases; a small delivery charge will be added to items that require posting.

Large Umbrella - £22 Small Umbrella - £18
Packages available Cufflinks, large umbrella and

OM ties crested or striped - £7

OM Acrylic Scarf - £16

OM Woolen Scarf - £28

Parker Pen - £7

Cufflinks - £10
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