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President calls on younger members
FROM THE PRESIDENT

I

t was a great honour to be installed as President of
the Old Maidstonian Society for 2017 to 2018 at the
Annual Supper in March, and an even greater
honour to take on the role from Neil Turrell who was
Headmaster during the majority of my time at
Maidstone Grammar School. I would firstly like to
express our gratitude to Neil for his contribution and
commitment to the Society over the past year as
President - I certainly have some big shoes to fill over
the course of the next year!
It is likely that a number of you may be reading this
edition of The Old Maidstonian and wondering why a
recent leaver has been installed as President? Especially
as the role has been bestowed upon over 130
individuals, going back to 1884 and these include the
likes of Lord Beeching and Sir Edward Sharp.

When Richard Ratcliffe first approached me back in
2015, the aim was for both the Committee and Society
to engage more recent leavers and members. Currently
there are over 1700 members, of whom more than
45% left MGS within the last six years. Of course, it is
vital that we attempt to reach out to all those members
(and our membership includes a few individuals who left
nearly 90 years ago); however it is equally important to
involve and engage younger members. It is these
members who will be the long-term future of the
Committee and Society. For example, the Facebook
group now has 865 members: over 50% of the total
OMS membership. This Facebook group should be
Sam Coppard, President utilised, as it is a great means to promote the Society
and events, in the hope of increasing attendance.
Looking ahead to the coming year, I will endeavour to support both the Society and the School. In addition to
the traditional Annual Supper and Football/ Rugby/ Cricket matches, we are adapting our events as a Society
and are currently organising another 'London Meet-Up' in the River Room at King's College London
on 5th October 2017. We look forward to that occasion and urge you to attend, to make this as successful as
the event in Southwark. In addition, we are also liaising with MGGS with the idea of encouraging their 'Old
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Girls' to attend events such as the 'London Meet-Up' and Christmas Carol Concert. Please keep an eye open
for details of further events - publicised via email and the website.
Finally, I am very supportive of the Development Fund, introduced by the Headmaster. It is great to see in his
report details of the many building projects that have been funded by contributions from current students,
parents and Old Maidstonians. I urge you to support the Development Fund, to increase and improve the
amenities of the School, supporting those on-going building and development projects that will enhance the
School’s learning environment for both students and staff.

THE CHAIRMAN’S THOUGHTS

The Annual Supper is now well behind us and spring
has given way to (so far!) a warm summer. Our
President, Sam Coppard, writes elsewhere in this
edition about the need for our activities to attract
younger OMs. I have high hopes for a youthful
vibrancy to stimulate these activities. The combined
age of our President and Secretary is under 50. I
dare not add together the ages of the other officers: I
hope that readers will get my drift!
Much is happening in our old school as you will read
in the Headmaster’s notes: additional forms of entry
to take account of Maidstone’s considerable
population
expansion,
and
new
building
programmes to support these. As one who was in
the School when the ‘sixties development’ took place
I have made a request to have my hand on the
plunger when the Small Hall is demolished!

Sam tells us that he is honoured and privileged to be
undertaking the role of President. I am also
honoured that the Society has seen fit to tolerate me
as Chairman of the Committee for so long, as I enter
my 20th year in this role. I hope that this is a good
blend of youth and experience: the Chairman’s role
is to ensure that the Committee works effectively to
plan and manage events for the membership and to
encourage actions to support the Headmaster and
the School. I can do no more, here, than encourage
readers, members of the Society, to support the
events being planned, firstly with that at Kings
College London on 5 th October, and to heed the
Headmaster’s call for support for the Development
Trust.
Warm wishes to you all.

NOTES FROM THE HEADMASTER

What a year! Back on 1 March we made offers to 205 Year 6 boys for a place to start at MGS in September
instead of the usual 175. To accommodate the extra 30 students, and then the extra 150 students over the
next five years, we began Phase 1 of our building expansion plans in January: the new Performing Arts
Department. This phase will be finished in August and then work will begin on Phase 2: knocking down the
current music block and building another new building housing additional science laboratories and computing
classrooms, with this being completed by August 2018. While all of this is being planned, we have also
progressed further with Phases 3 and 4: the new pavilion and all-weather pitch projects. We hope to begin
work on the pavilion before the end of the year, ready for a September 2018 opening, and then follow straight
away with the all-weather pitch.
In addition to these larger building projects, a lot of smaller works took place over the Easter holiday to
improve other areas of the School.
New gold curtains now hang in the Hall, replacing the old ones that have hung for 20 years;
new lighting was installed in the Quad that will project light onto the Hall and cloisters to make that side
of the Quad more of a feature;
new flooring and carpet were laid in the Reception and Lobby area;
new and repaired benches were placed around the School so that more students can sit down during
break and lunch;
the Gym and Sports Hall floors were sanded and re-sealed;
Room 1 was cleared of computers ready for being a normal classroom again;
and the staffroom was painted and given a new carpet and new chairs.
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Alongside these building plans and improvements to the fabric of the School, the new pastoral and House
changes are now just around the corner. When the students return to school in September they will be in a
new House, they will have a new form tutor and there will be different aged students in their forms compared
to now. This will obviously create a few anxieties but much has been done already to minimise these.
New Houses mean new House names. A name gives something an identity, and many of the students have
developed an allegiance to their current Houses, so changing the names during their time at MGS will disrupt
that. Ironically, one of the biggest reasons for this restructure is to strengthen the allegiance that students have
with their Houses so that they will have a greater connection with a smaller community within the larger MGS
community, and this will happen over time. The restructure will reinvigorate the House structure, will include
more competitions for students and staff, will include the awarding of House and School colours and will
include individual House charity days that I know a number of students have wanted for a while.
The new House names, despite being different from the current ones, will, I think become much more
ingrained into the life of the school. Naming them ‘College’, ‘Corpus Christi’, ‘Tonbridge’ and ‘Barton’ after
the four homes that MGS has had in its life reflect the traditional ethos that this school has always had. Each
House will be led by one of four Heads of House and they will essentially be heads of four smaller communities
within the much larger MGS community. Over time these Heads of House will leave their own marks on their
Houses, and so each House will develop its own character and identity, but still embrace the values that we see
within MGS.
At the end of the last academic year we said goodbye to 11 members of staff; six of whom were long-serving
members of staff.
● Mark Perrian, Head of English, left to start a new English post elsewhere in Kent.
● Roger Fu, after seven years as a teacher of Chinese, left the teaching profession to explore other
ventures.
● Luis Lozano, who taught English, sadly left at the end of January due to ill health.
● Andrey Dorofeyev, after being teacher of English for 12 years, left to begin a new English post at Sutton
Valence School.
● Anna Gallucci-Colling supported the Language Department for many years and retired in May of this
year
● Peter Tismer moved to Munich in Germany to relocate with his family and begin a new post as a
teacher of history after teaching here for 13 years.
There were six other members of staff who left the MGS community this year and who collectively gave over
150 years’ service to the school.
Mr Philpot retired after working here for 17 years, and during that time was Head of Languages,
Language College Co-ordinator and Assistant Headteacher.
Mr F uller, who retired at the start of the year taught music here for over 20 years and was Director of
Music for 15 of those years.
Ms Lewis left after spending 28 years at MGS teaching English, Film and Media, being Head of
Department for a number of years during that time. She spent a number of years supporting many school
productions and ran the MGS China trip, which was very popular.
Mr Redmond who taught Business Studies and Economics also retired after 28 years at MGS and will be
remembered by every sixth form student he taught.
Dr Everett, the Assistant Headteacher, and Head of Upper School retired after having some connection
to MGS since 1986. He left in 1988 and then returned in 1993 to continue his career. I know he is
going to enjoy his retirement spending many an hour on his boat.
And finally we said goodbye to Mr Smith, the Deputy Headteacher, who has been at MGS for 24 years.
He began at MGS as Head of Sixth Form and was soon promoted to be Deputy Head in 1996. He had
been the right-hand man for three headmasters, which not every Deputy Head can say. It was such a
pleasure working alongside him and I wish him all the best as he starts a new life in Norfolk. He’s not
getting away with it too easily though, as I am pleased to say that he has been asked to be a governor of
the school for at least the next four years and so we will be seeing him again, but in a different capacity.
In addition, he will become President of the OMS in 2018 to 2019. Like many members of staff here,
particularly long-serving ones, Mr Smith cares deeply for this school, always wishing for it to go on being a
fine school which strives constantly to improve the experiences of every Maidstonian.
Good luck and best wishes to them all. They will all be missed.
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School contact details

MISCELLANY PAGE
Lower School Speech Day
The guest of honour at the Lower School Speech Day
and Prize Giving was John Francis (2002 to 2009)
John studied Sports Science and Coaching at the
University of Worcester, where he has continued his
studies and is currently working towards his PhD. His
research work is being carried out in conjunction with
GB Wheelchair Basketball, a sport with which John
has been involved for almost four years. He is Head
of Performance Analysis for both the Men’s and Women’s teams, and was also the Men’s Team Manager
for the Rio Olympics.

More h
elp
OMS Mentor Scheme

please

The mentor scheme still needs your help!
Students and recent leavers are put in touch
with Old Maidstonians to provide an insight and
support when entering and training for their
selected professions and occupations. We still
need more mentors to ensure that relevant
matches can be made between students and
mentors.
At present we are particularly
wanting:Accountants and financial services experts
Chemical engineers
Dentists
Doctors
Engineers (all sorts)
Environmental scientists
Lawyers
Vets
Please consider whether you can help. For more
information or an enrolment form call or e-mail
Peter Weaver:
Tel: 01435 864541 E-Mail: p.weaver@iee.org

Co-editor’s protest!
I wonder how old the contributor to “On the
Brighter Side” is. I can definitely remember what
“crumpet” is (was) and I am 77! I suppose this is
reassuring - are co-editors getting younger these
days?

Page 4

The school can be contacted on 01622 752101, or
Further
by e-mail to school@mgs-kent.org.uk.
details of all events are available on the school
website http://www.mgs.kent.sch.uk
Charitable Donations the Easy Way
The OMS is registered with Easyfundraising, which
enables supporters to donate, at no cost to
themselves, when doing on-line shopping. All money
received will go to the OM charitable trust (for details
of this see our website). We hope that OMs will join
Easyfundraising: the amounts raised per transaction
are small, but the cumulative value could be
considerable.
Many major on-line retailers
participate: for example, Argos, Amazon, Apple
Store, John Lewis, M&S ...
The effort required after the initial sign-up can be
minimised by downloading a toolbar for your
browser which automatically tells you when you are
accessing a retailer which participates in the scheme
and enables you to make your donation, once
you have logged into your Easyfundraising
account. You can find the download at:http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/raise-more/find-andremind/
For more detailed information see the following page
of the OMS website:
http://www.oldmaidstonians.co.uk/fundraising/
On the Brighter Side
In order to emphasise the ‘generation gap’, one
member has sent in the following offering:
Senior citizens were here before the pill, television,
frozen food, contact lenses, credit cards… and
before a man walked on the Moon.
For them, ‘time sharing’ meant togetherness, not
holiday homes; a ‘chip’ meant a piece of wood;
‘hardware’ meant nuts and bolts; ‘software’ wasn’t
even a word.
They got married first, then lived together; ‘cleavage’
was something done by butchers; a ‘stud’ was
something that fastened a collar to a shirt; ‘going all
the way’ meant staying on the bus to the depot.
They thought that ‘fast food’ was what was eaten in
Lent; a ‘big mac’ was an oversized raincoat;
‘crumpet’ was eaten for tea; ‘grass’ was mown; a
‘pot’ was something that one cooked in; ‘coke’ was
kept in the coal bunker; a ‘joint’ was cooked on
Sunday.

MUSINGS FROM THE PENTHOUSE
Firstly, a big ‘thank you’ to all of you who responded to my request for the name of the unknown master. Replies
came from various parts of the world recounting the writers’ experiences with Harry Steels and his teaching. I am
sure that he would be proud to think that he had made such a lasting impression over such an area of the globe.
[Please see the article about Harry which is printed below.]
As the deadline for publishing drew near, I had no idea about what theme I should address. My mind and time
had been taken up with the struggle for life of my sister-in-law. Joanna [a daughter of OM P.G. Clark (1921 to
1932)] finally left this world a couple of weeks before her 59th birthday. It was only whilst I was thinking about
her life in preparation for a Service of Thanksgiving, that an idea dawned on me. Joanna had Down’s Syndrome,
but she led a full life, achieving many things. She enjoyed horse riding, pottery, rug-making, dancing and music
groups as well as other crafts, part-time work and leisure activities. Despite all her limitations, Jo lived life to the
full with her loving, caring and child-like mischievousness. I wonder just how far she could have gone with
methods of teaching that are available now. ‘How does this apply to the Penthouse?’ I hear you asking.
In the 1950s MGS appeared on at least three occasions in The Times Educational Supplement, under the heading
of ‘University Scholarships - Leading Schools’. On each occasion we were joint third, following only Manchester
Grammar School and Bristol Grammar School, both of which had much larger catchment areas. The
Headmaster, Mr. W. A. Claydon was justly proud of the school’s achievements and was nationally acclaimed in
his position. However, what of the pupils who were not able to go to Oxbridge? There is very little recorded of
them in the archives unless they were amongst the few notable sportsmen, politicians, achieved very high status
in the world or, regrettably, were injured, captured or died in conflicts. Mr. Claydon’s pride should not allow
snobbishness or a holier-than-thou attitude from those who attended the universities. I was at a recent OM
meeting where one OM asked another whether he had been to Oxford or Cambridge and on being informed
that the second OM went to London, he walked away. Many students who have walked for the last time through
the Gatehouse with few or even no ‘O’ Levels have made good under their own steam (no doubt with some
backing from what they had learnt at MGS). I am even aware of one pupil who left under a cloud with no ‘O’
levels and yet became a college lecturer.
These people are not losses to the school and should not be discarded but should be considered as achievements
for MGS. I am pleased to say that such a one-sided view of success appears to be disappearing in current school
practices. Every boy or girl who leaves MGS should know that every member of staff has tried their hardest to
achieve everything that can be gleaned from them and that every fellow student has accepted them for who or
what they are. Perhaps the former is easier than the latter.
There are of course losses from the school: for example, pupils or
members of staff who are unable to complete their terms at the school
due to sickness and death (Andrew Frampton, Mr. Stewart and Mrs.
Sanfourche to name just three). Many items appear in past editions of
‘The Maidstonian’ relating to those losses, often without detailing the
actual causes. However there are records in the archives about some,
nearly always very sad: for example, a report of a member of staff who
shot himself and how Sarge Bennett heard the shot and found the body.
Perhaps the saddest tale of all though is that of Mr. Kenneth Sawdy, a
German master at the school from 1937 through to 1960. Mr. Sawdy,
who was subject to bouts of depression, felt that he was failing his pupils
partly due to his form room being one of the huts that were arranged
along the path from the main school building to Mote Park, and also to
the proximity of the building of the extensions and the extensive noise
issuing therefrom. Sadly, it was reported that he had taken his own life.
The man should be honoured not for what he did, but for his attitude
towards his pupils.
This article seems to be rather gloomy, but perhaps that is just down to
my current situation, and for that I ask your forgiveness.
Kenneth Sawdy
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Now in the hope of being flooded again with helpful suggestions, I am asking for the names and memories of
the three faces from the past, whose photographs appeared in past editions of The Maidstonian.

[Ed: the names will be easy for many OMs!]

No 1 (1984)

No 2 (1970)

No 3 (1976)

The School Coats of Arms

Sometime ago, someone asked the school if it had any copies of the mounted coats of arms of the school badge
that were sold in the school uniform suppliers in Maidstone many years ago. At the
time, no one could remember them, but I have asked around, and recently a box
with a few of them has appeared in the Penthouse. If the enquirer would like to
email me at the address below then I am sure that we will be able to make one
available for him/ her,
Thank you for your help.

HARRY STEELS, BSC, A INST P

‘All the P hysics that you know can be written on the
back of a postage stamp.’
That was Harry Steels’
comment to at least two pupils who struggled with aspects of
Physics. However, Harry Steels was, according to those who
responded to Icarus’s request, ‘a very kindly man’, ‘an
excellent, tolerant and friendly master who brought the subject
to life with his demonstrations and experiments’. His comments
were always tinged with his Yorkshireman’s sense of humour.
Mr.Steels, B.Sc. (Hons) (Leeds) came to MGS in September
1954, following teaching posts, amongst others, in Leighton
Buzzard and Leeds. He died in September 1985, having been
at MGS from 1954 until his retirement in 1970. He was a
popular Head of Physics, both with the pupils and the staff.
According to The Maidstonian of 1970, he exercised his
mastery of teaching not just to pupils but ‘to other teachers
when he organised and conducted courses in Nuffield Physics
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Icarus

at Eversley College’, and wrote a number of
successful textbooks.
[Ed: Harry’s father was also a physicist who wrote textbooks.]

One of Icarus’s correspondents relates the following
experience :‘Each chapter ended with a list of questions, the
answers to which were helpfully given at the end of
the book. This did not prevent Mr.Steels setting
some of these questions for homework, at which
stage my marks for physics dramatically improved,
my methodology being to work backwards from the
published answer to the starting position, the only
drawback being that my workings in between were
usually extremely suspect. One day, to my horror, I
was summoned to his desk by Mr.Steels to go
through my workings. After a considerable period of
silence on both our parts, during which I feared the
worst, Mr.Steels turned to me and said “You haven't
used the methodology I would have used, but you
have nevertheless reached the correct answer. Well
done!” ’
A tribute in The Maidstonian included the fact that
his administrative skills ensured that the Physics
Department was always a model of order and
tidiness. Moreover, ‘he had an eager passion for
lunch-time Bridge (including post-mortems of the
results!), his keen appreciation of the games of
Rugby and cricket, following a considerable career
as a player; his love of children; his strong sense of
rightness of discipline and order; his refusal to
tolerate anyone’s second best; his valuably
unfashionable moral rectitude; his Napoleonic
stature – in short his Harry-ness.’ The writer also
mentions his cricket style of tossing up a deceptively
simple ball with the sun behind his arm, and there is
a photograph in him in RAF uniform during war
service.

Harry started the Film Society which ran for many
years, even initially providing a projector for the club.
Films were hired for viewing, and one OM recalls
how on one occasion he hadn’t noticed that the
take-up spool was not running on the projector and
watched Harry surrounded by miles of celluloid all
over the floor, attempting to reel it back in.
[Ed: I was there, and that was a showing of Will Hay’s famous
comedy, ‘Oh, Mr Porter!’, which has ever since been one of my
favourite films.]

Harry and his wife had open-house in Allington to
pupils, colleagues and OMs and many have fond
memories of the visits. They enjoyed playing Mah
Jong, visiting one of his neighbours, John Skinner, a
maths master at MGS, to make up the foursome.
Harry had a great love of the arts, especially poetry
and drama, and according to one OM, he ‘believed
that Scientists were more civilised and cultured than
arts people, since scientists could also embrace
music, poetry and so on, while arts people had no
idea of science.’
[Ed: this is not an excuse for a lengthy argument in future editions
of this publication!]

Unknown to many, Harry gave guidance to a
number of emergent nations on matters of
education, visiting the respective lands on occasions.
The Maidstonian (1970) sums up the tribute with the
following sentence:‘He has always understood the point of John
Wesley’s words: “O Lord, let us not live to be
useless.” ’
Perhaps J.Munro’s comment about Lord Kelvin might
also apply to Harry:‘See him engrossed in the subject of his discourse
and utterly forgetful of himself, or wild with rapture
over the result of an experiment, and you will say this
man was created for science.’
[Ed: Thank you to all who submitted memories of such a gentle
man.]

NEWS OF OLD MAIDSTONIANS

Chris Hipkins (1961 to 1969) has told us that he is currently ‘on the flight path to become the Prime
Warden (Master) of the Worshipful Company of Basketmakers in 2018 to 2019’. He looks forward to writing
about his experiences in that year – which will also be the Company’s 450 th Anniversary, as it was originally
given its charter in 1569, although of course it can plot its history back at least to Moses, who was found in a
basket.
Chris writes, ‘I have been a Liveryman of the City of London since 1971, but my career in the City revolved
around the Stock Exchange and international equity trading, and it was this that occupied my whole working
life from leaving MGS in 1969 until in 2004 I retired to become a walnut farmer in my chateau in South West
France. This seemed quite attractive for a while, being out in the countryside after a lifetime in front of banks
of screens or sleeping on intercontinental flights on a weekly basis. However, I was eventually lured back into
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the finance world in 2013 and I am now a non–executive director for the London subsidiary of CLSA, the
Chinese-owned pan-Asian stockbroker.
‘I had a difficult relationship with MGS in my final years as I was more interested in earning money than
academia: something which Bernard Moody did not appreciate, and if it had not been that the Captain of the
School was a passenger in my car when we drove out to the Malta Inn to have a lunchtime drink (we were
both over 18), I would have been expelled. I was never invited to join the OMS as I was considered a bit of a
black sheep - just not going to university was enough to write one off in those days as my peer group like John
Clayton / Keith Tester will testify. I was one of the only people in my group not to have their name in gold on
the wall of the Great Hall! It is only in the last ten years or so that I have been coaxed into renewing contact
with my erstwhile school mates like John and Keith and attending OMS functions.’
Oliver Morgan (2011 to 2016) has written as ‘a recent leaver’.
‘Having joined the society immediately after leaving MGS at the age of 15, I feel that I am certainly one of the
younger Old Maidstonians. We all know that there is a large spread of members’ ages and experience;
however, three words connect all of them: “Maidstone Grammar School”. It’s been almost a year since I left
MGS, and a lot has happened since then. But, before I delve into my experiences over the past year, I want to
tell you about my experiences at MGS.
‘6 September 2011 was my first day, and I had a lot of expectations of the school, mostly due to my two older
brothers who were in Years 9 and 13 at the time. That day marks not only the start of your journey at
secondary school, but also the start of your journey towards adulthood. I quickly settled into my form and
immediately felt welcomed by the school community.
‘We had a wealth of trips offered to us: Paris for those students taking French, Milan for those learning Italian,
Madrid for the Spanish linguistics and Butser Ancient Farm for the pupils studying history. Also a trip to
Arsenal’s ground, and the Emirates Stadium for the geography students. I don’t know how Mr.Darbey
managed to pull that one off.’
It appears that Oliver is a keen sportsman: ‘It seems that the rugby team’s demolition of Oakwood has
become an annual affair. The games are now held at a neutral ground and the turn out from both sides is
exceptional. Seeing the camaraderie between various year groups of the school and the passion that they
share for MGS is what makes it such a special place.
‘In Year 9, I joined the Army section of the CCF. We paraded every Thursday afternoon and learnt basic skills
like section attacks, communications and drill. Throughout the year we went on various exercises including
recruit camp, adventure training and summer camp. My favourite exercise with the CCF was the adventure
training exercise in Capel Curig. The activities of the week included gorging, canoeing, high ropes, climbing
Snowdon and navigation.
‘I feel that the CCF at MGS played an integral part in my development. It provided me with the skills and
confidence to apply for Welbeck, the Defence Sixth Form College, which is a military college for future officers
of the Navy, RAF and Army with technical and engineering skills. After a long and arduous application
process and achieving the grades required in my GCSEs, I was offered a place at the DSFC. This was a huge,
seven-year commitment consisting of two years at Welbeck, then three years at university, followed by three
years of service in the British Army as an officer after passing out of Sandhurst.
‘Collecting my GCSE results in August 2016 marked the end of my five years at MGS. I remember my first
walk through the gatehouse just as vividly as my last one out of it.
‘6 September 2016 was my first day at Welbeck, coincidentally five years to the day of my start date at MGS.
After saying goodbye to my parents, I could begin to unpack and get to know my two roommates. The first
three weeks were a whirlwind of collecting new kit, meeting new people and starting new subjects: they
certainly flew by. Following a weekend break at home we had our first mess dinner- the Principal’s Dinner. For
most of the lower sixth this was their first time in a dinner jacket at a formal evening. We learnt how to tie a
bow tie, general etiquette of evenings like this and which way we should pass the port down the table. The
evening was a great success and I look forward to more formal dinners later in my career.
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‘Our first exercise in the field came towards the end of November, when we deployed to Yardley Chase. The
purpose of this exercise was to train us in weapons handling; it also allowed us to practise our administration
skills. This consisted of preparing food, maintaining personal hygiene and setting up a shelter, for two nights
whilst out in the field. Upon returning to Welbeck, tired and hungry, late on a Sunday evening it suddenly hit
us that we had school in the morning: a very daunting thought.
‘The days and weeks at Welbeck have since become routine. On Monday I have four lessons, PT and then
some climbing on the indoor wall. Tuesday is just a standard day of five lessons. This is followed on
Wednesday, consisting of four lessons and then a couple of hours of sport in the afternoon. I have my two
hours of military training after four lessons in the morning on Thursday. Friday is another normal day of four
lessons, then in the afternoon we have speakers who come in to give us talks. So far, we have had speakers
from a range of faiths, the Leicestershire counter-terrorism police, the American Ambassador to the UK and
various military personnel. Then on Saturday, yes Saturday, we have four lessons in the morning followed by
sport in the afternoon. On Sundays, we can go into Woodhouse Eaves or Loughborough, but most people
just tend to sleep.
‘Currently, we are preparing for our Annual General Inspection. This is a parade in our best dress and will
mark the end of my first year as a Welbexian. After the AGI parade, thirty members of the lower sixth will travel
down to Blandford Forum to participate in an exercise devised by the Royal Signals. This will consist of an
over-night exercise, a lot of fitness work and to cap it all off, a mess dinner.
‘This first year has flown by with a mixture of emotions, plenty of fitness and many hours of tiresome work. I
hope that the next year will be just as fulfilling.
‘I want to send my best wishes to Kristian and Lex as the School Captain and Vice-Captain for the coming
year. As my first year as an Old Maidstonian approaches an end, I have come to appreciate how fortunate I
was to attend MGS as it prepared me for the endeavours and challenges that I have faced over the last year.’

THE MGS – OMS RUGBY MATCH

The OMS team lost by a fair margin of 25-0, and MGS were far better than last year. As someone has
commented, look on the bright side - half of them may play for OMS next year!
The OMS shirts were sponsored by
Whitehead Monckton, for which the Society
is extremely grateful.
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SOME PICTURES FROM THE 2017 SUPPER
The top table

The President and Canon Christopher Morgan-Jones

The President’s guest, Ralph Luck, OBE

Kerem Mumyakmaz and Rebecca Stone received the
Alec Stewart and Ted Clifford Awards, respectively

Presidents old and new!
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OBITUARIES

Norman Edward Butcher (1939 to 1946) of
Edinburgh died peacefully on Sunday 23 April at
the Western General Hospital. He was born in
Chichester in1928, and educated at Maidstone,
Sheffield and Oxford (Queen's College). He was
a geologist, educator and historian, and taught
at Reading University and at the Open University
in Scotland from its inception.
We hope to publish a more detailed obituary in a
future edition, and to carry a report about a
proposed ‘memorial lecture’.

Victor (Vic) Matthews (school dates unknown)
died recently at the age of 96. The Downs Mail
reported in June that he worked for the
Maidstone Borough Treasurer’s Office after
leaving school, then moved from the Territorial
Army to the Regular Army and then to the RAF.
He was shot down over France as a Lancaster
pilot, but escaped back to England, subsequently
working for his parents in Roseacre Stores at
Bearsted, where he then became the subpostmaster for 25 years from 1960.
Vic became president of the Bearsted and
Thurnham Rifle Club; also he took up flying
again and gained his private pilot’s licence.
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Your Committee 2016-2017
Sam Coppard (2005-2012) - President
samuel.coppard@btinternet.com

Malcolm MacCallum (1957-1963) - Webmaster
m.a.h.maccallum@qmul.ac.uk
Ron McCormick (Staff: - 2004)

Richard Ratcliffe (1956 -1964) - Chairman
rbr1@btconnect.com

Alex Rolfe (2006 to 2013)
alex.j.rolfe@googlemail.com

Daisy Stapley-Bunten (2010 to 2012) - Secretary
daisy.stapleybunten@hotmail.co.uk

Peter Sampson (1950-1955)
pjesampson@tiscali.co.uk

Graham Belson (1960-1965) - Membership
Secretary, Treasurer
oms@oldmaidstonians.org.uk, Tel: 01622
730514 or 07770 738041, or write to
22 Plantation Lane, Bearsted, Maidstone,
ME14 4BH.

Neil Turrell (1992-2009) - President
turrellneil@gmail.com

Frederick Barker (2007-2014)
frederickjrbarker@gmail.com
Tony Bishop (1955-1962)
tony_bishop@btinternet.com
John Clayton (1961-1968)
j.clayton@hikent.org.uk
Gardner Crawley (1955-1962)
gardner.crawley@dalsterling.com

Hugo van Mol (2007-2014)
hugojvanmol@hotmail.co.uk
Peter Weaver (1950 -1958) Co-Editor
p.weaver@iee.org
Brian White (1962-1969) Co-Editor
drbdwhite@gmail.com
MGS Headmaster
MGS School Captain
MGS School Vice-Captain

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

● Lower School Speech Day and Prize Giving: Friday 14 July 2017
● Upper School Speech Day and Prize Giving: Friday 15 September 2017
● OMS ‘get-together’ at the King’s College London River Room, similar to the
well-attended event which was held at the George Inn earlier this year:
Thursday 5th October 2017
● OMS Quiz: Wednesday 18 October 2017
● Year 13 Presentation evening: Monday 18 December 2017
● MGS Carol Service: Tuesday 19 December 2017. (There will be a prior
meeting for drinks at an establishment in Bank Street at about 18:00)
● OMS ‘get-together’ at The George Inn, Southwark (or possibly another
establishment), similar to the well-attended event which was held earlier this
year: probably early in the New Year, and possibly on a Wednesday
● OMS Annual Supper and AGM: Friday 23 March 2018
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MERCHANDISE

It has been agreed that the school will in future handle the sales of mechandise, adding our stock of
items to their own. If you would like to purchase any of these items then please contact Mrs Sandy
Smith in the School Office via email sandy.smith@mgs-kent.org.uk. Packages are available for
multiple purchases; a small delivery charge will be added to items that require posting.

Large Umbrella - £22 Small Umbrella - £18
Packages available Cufflinks, large umbrella and

OM ties crested or striped - £7

OM Acrylic Scarf - £16

OM Woolen Scarf - £28

Parker Pen - £7

Cufflinks - £10
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The Old Maidstonian
Co-Editors: Brian White Tel: 01622 756660
Peter Weaver Tel: 01435 864541

We Would Like to Hear From You

Email: drbdwhite@gmail.co.uk
Email: p.weaver@iee.org

Copy date for next edition: 1 st November, 2017

The Society is always very pleased to hear from its members. Please update us as to your post-school history, and we will publish it
in The Old Maidstonian and on the website. If you would like to share with us some anecdotes about your time at the school then
please do contact us. E-mail is a particularly convenient method of reaching us and is preferred.
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