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I

am writing this a month before the Annual Supper – the main event of the
Society’s year and, more importantly for me, my term as your President will be
over. Where does time go? My successor, Neil Turrell has many ideas for his
Presidential year and as he will be well-known to at least 17 leaving year groups
from his tenure as Headmaster between 1992 and 2009, I hope that he will
enthuse large numbers of old boys to take a more active part in the activities of the
Society.
During the past year we had an Old Maidstonian Day in July and this year there is
to be a joint Summer Ball run by the Parents’ Association in collaboration with the
PA of Maidstone Grammar School for Girls. The Society will support this. We are
planning to run the Autumn quiz again on 19 th
October.
May I again draw your attention to items elsewhere
Richard Ratcliffe
in this edition about the Mentoring Scheme and also
the Development Trust Fund? Please have a think about how you can help regarding
these key actions we can take as Old Maidstonians to support the School.
It has been a pleasure and a privilege to be your President in the past 12 months: I
warmly welcome the support of members at School events. The committee have
some exciting plans for the coming year and I do hope to see many of you as these
come to fruition.
Warm wishes to you all.
Neil Turrell
President Elect

Richard Ratcliffe

FROM THE HEADMASTER
The Spring Term has been remarkably busy, particularly
as we have endeavoured to squeeze everything into
fewer weeks due to Easter falling very early this year. I
was reflecting on my role back in March when I was
interviewed by some Year 7 students as part of the BBC
School Report. They asked me a number of questions
including, what I enjoy most about my role, why I applied
for the job in the first place, what I wanted to achieve
and how I see Maidstone Grammar School developing.

One question asked me what my favourite memory has
been since I became Headmaster. I answered this
question slightly diffidently as I have many memories
which I often cherish, but I did say that the best part of
my year is now, particularly because I have the pleasure
of appointing the next School Captain and School ViceCaptain. Seeing the two students’ faces when I ask
them to take on these roles is truly wonderful. This
School means so much to many, and so aspiring to
achieve the School Captain and School Vice-Captain
roles, must be tremendous. I know how I felt when I
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was offered the role of Headmaster. Congratulations
to Tom Lindsey and Joshua Gray of Year 12 who will be
the School Captain and School Vice-Captain from April,
and thank you to Harry Webster and Alex Hayward who
have done a sterling job this year.

Mark Tomkins
Headmaster

Since Christmas we have continued to work on a number
of areas within the school which will make a difference
now and in the future. Fundamentally, learning is our
core business and so we have been working on this
concept: ‘Learning@MGS’. We wish to inspire an
intellectual curiosity amongst the students, and so we
continue to reflect on our own teaching and learning
practices to ensure that this happens. In addition to
learning, our assessment arrangements are being
adjusted for September 2016 to address the changes
to accountability measures and the loss of National
Curriculum levels. Over the next couple of years we will
need to deal with a period of transition as we move
from a grading system to a numerical one, and so
ensuring that students, parents and employers
understand these changes is vital.
One significant aspect of the school which we have been
reviewing all year is the embedding of the current house
system into the pastoral structure. This will not only
strengthen the continuity of care nature in which we
take pride, and ensure that every student feels part of a
smaller community within the MGS community, but will
also mean that every student is known and that they
know that they are known. There are a number of
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changes to make to strengthen our house system, and
these will be announced in the coming months.
In addition to these changes we have continued to press
on with our 10-Year Building Plan. In the last two weeks
we have given the green light to begin the Pavilion
Project. This, you may remember, is Phase 1 of our 10Year Plan, but I said at the start of the academic year
that this phase might have been delayed for a couple of
years as the School had received some very positive news
from the Local Authority about other building plans.
These other plans, to create a new Performing Arts block
and additional ICT and Science Laboratories, are still
progressing, and it is hoped that building can begin in
the next 12 months. Whilst we are still waiting for this
to begin, we have decided to complete the work to the
Pavilion. It is to undergo a £500,000 refurbishment,
which we hope will begin sometime in the Summer and
be completed over a six-month period. We are delighted
that we can begin this project and we look forward to
being able to use a much better facility in the near future.
Supporting these building plans is the MGS Development
Fund. Since its launch in September 2014 it has now
reached a significant milestone. With all of the generous
donations from Old Maidstonians and parents, we have
now raised £20,000 to support the on-going building
developments we wish to see in the school. Thank you
very much for your very kind gifts; it is hoped that as it
continues to grow, and that you all see what it can
achieve, many more parents, former students and friends
of the School will support it. If you wish to find out more
then please email the school.
Again this year, I have been amazed by the generosity
of the MGS community with our charitable work. Back
in March [2015] we saw another successful Sport Relief
Charity Day when the entire school came together to
raise money and awareness for this well-established
campaign. This year there were three main events: the
Sport Relief Mile, which involved a large number of
students running around the field at lunchtime; a 24
hour Football-athon with over 100 students and staff
taking part in a non-stop football match in the school’s
sports hall; and my own Three Marathon Challenge
where I rowed, cycled and walked three marathons,
which alone raised over £3300. Thank you to everybody
who joined in and supported the week’s events, and to
those who helped to organise them. Their hard work
and commitment to MGS is always very much
appreciated.
Following these events at school during Sport Relief, it
seemed that most of the student body moved over to
Aylesford Rugby Club to watch MGS take on Oakwood
Park. Four matches took place: the U12s, the U14s,
the Senior Girls netball squad and the Senior Boys rugby
squad. As the afternoon turned to evening, more and

more students, joined by plenty of Old Maidstonians,
arrived to support their school. All four matches were
played with great respect and camaraderie amongst
the players, watched by many spectators who conducted
themselves in the spirit of the game and in line with the
values of the School. We came away with four wins out
of four. The U12s won 30 – 15, the U14s won 22 – 12,
the Senior Girls won 11 – 10 and the Senior Boys won
29 – 14. Well done to everyone; a very proud day to be
a Maidstonian.
Immediately after we returned to School following the
Easter holiday we welcomed back to MGS a number of
Old Maidstonians. On Tuesday 12 April, last year’s
Year 13 returned to collect their A-Level Certificates;
this was followed by the Old Boys’ Rugby and Football

matches against the School on the Wednesday. And
on Friday 15 April we welcomed Old Maidstonians
spanning 8 decades who attended the Old Maidstonian
Supper. These annual events provide an opportunity
for former students of the School to gather once again
with old friends and acquaintances and catch up on
lost memories. The events certainly encapsulate the
School motto: Olim Meminisse Juvabit, and hearing
100 former students at the Supper sing the School Song
with passion is incredibly memorable. Also memorable
is watching the old boys run round the pitch still thinking
they have the fitness they used to have! It is hoped that
current Maidstonians, when they become Old
Maidstonians, return to their school and maintain the
strong allegiance they have to it.

SCHOOL EVENTS
OMS v MGS Rugby and Football Matches
The annual OMS v MGS Rugby and Football Matches will take place at the school on Wednesday 13 April at 14:30.
All members are invited to come along to support the OMS.

The MGS & MGGS Joint Fundraising Summer Ball
This will take place on Saturday 9 July 2016 at MGS.
There will be a limited amount of seats for this sit-down event in the main hall, and the demand is
expected to be high.


Cost: £55 per person (including welcome drink, canapés, 3 course dinner, wine or soft drinks on
your table with your meal).



Dress code: Black tie, Cocktail dresses (long or short)



Start: 18:30, when guests will be welcomed with Bucks Fizz or orange juice and canapés in the
quadrangle, where there will be entertainment and photographs will be taken (these can be purchased on the night)



Meal: 19:30. (Guests will be seated at tables of 10 in the Main Hall)



Additional drinks can be purchased from our cash bar.



Raffle and fund raising activities will take place throughout the evening.



Entertainment: music will be provided by both schools before and during the evening; table magician; dancing to Stage 3 live band



Carriages: 23:30

To book: Cheques should be made payable to ‘MGSPA’ an d sent to the Bursary. An email will be sent to
you confirming your place.
If you have any queries please make contact on summerball@mgspa.org.uk.
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TED CLIFFORD AWARD

FOR

HISTORY

Zac Washington, in Year 10, is the winner in 2016.
Zac has been a very keen historian throughout his time
at MGS. In KS 3 he attended the History Club very
regularly. He was very keen to contribute to the club by
preparing presentations on historical events and by contributing to discussions. He always shows an excellent
interest and knowledge in normal lessons, and regularly stays behind to discuss ‘the bigger picture’. He
reads avidly and is capable of making connections between different periods and topics of history. He is a
genuine thinker.

THE ALEC STEWART AWARD
Jack Smith is the winner in 2016

SCHOOL CONTACTS
The school can be contacted on 01622 752101, or
by e-mail to school@mgs-kent.org.uk. Further details
of all events are available on the school website http://
www.mgs.kent.sch.uk

CHARITABLE DONATIONS THE EASY WAY
The OMS is registered with Easyfundraising, which enables supporters to donate, at no cost to themselves, when doing on-line shopping. All money received will go to the OM charitable trust (for details of
this see our website). We hope that OMs will join Easyfundraising: the amounts raised per transaction
are small, but the cumulative value could be considerable. Many major on-line retailers participate: for
example, Argos, Amazon, Apple Store, John Lewis, M&S...
The effort required after the initial sign-up can be minimised by downloading a toolbar for your browser
which automatically tells you when you are accessing a retailer which participates in the scheme and
enables you to make your donation, once you have logged into your Easyfundraising account. You can
find the download at http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/raise-more/find-and-remind/
For more detailed information see the following page of the OMS website:
http://www.oldmaidstonians.co.uk/fundraising/

MUSINGS

FROM THE

PENTHOUSE

Dusting off the typewriter, rolling in a couple of sheets of paper with the carbon paper interleaved, I can now sit down
and write my second set of musings.
When Mrs Lizzie Norman from the admin. office left at Christmas, she presented the Archive with some bits and
pieces that had lain forgotten at the back of her drawer. Amongst the carbon paper and the typewriting correction
sets and aids, she had found two watches, one I suspect that belonged to the school, having been used for timekeeping at the sports events. The other, however, was battered
and scuffed. She explained that it had been found in the school
playing field many years ago and had never had anyone claim
it. Its most interesting feature is that it has a steam railway
engine on the front cover. Could this have belonged to Richard
Beeching, the decimator of the railway system? Having cleaned
it up I was disappointed to find that it had a battery-operated
movement. Ah well, not everything is of value in the Archives.
Have you any idea who might have lost it?
An old-time piece brings me nicely on to another find in the
Penthouse: a number of cine films in various formats, including
a 9.5mm film that has the sprocket holes in the centre! After
much hunting for someone with the right projector we have
now been able to view them. Regrettably, only two relate directly to the school, one of which is entitled ‘Spotlight on MGS
in 1938’ which is recorded in The Maidstonian as having been
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edited by Charlie Hodges or Tom Gutteridge who ran the Film Club. Other films
were obviously shot on the same camera and feature this man in some shots. Can
you name him? Other films feature Oxford, USA and the Spithead Coronation Review of 1937. We are hoping to convert some of the films into digital format and
make DVDs, which would be available for sale should anyone wish to buy them. In
the meantime we are hoping to have a small viewing of the films sometime in the
Spring.
Whilst I was searching The Maidstonian on another matter, I came across an entry
in 1919 relating to the gift to the school of a German machine gun that had been
captured during the hostilities. A small number of schools were given relics in recognition of the boys who had been trained in the Officer Training Corps in school and
then went on to serve as officers in the war itself. MGS can be proud to have served
its country in this way and to have been
recognised by the War Office. I am
wondering whether any of the older Old Maidstonians can recollect
anything about it. Contact me on archivist@mgskent.org.uk, alternatively, you can reply to my musings in the next edition. Incidentally, it may not
have been the model illustrated shown above.
Whilst I am asking for assistance, can anyone remember when the Cock House
Cup was last used? For the younger readers the cup was awarded to the
winning house following competitions held during the school year and a
further treat was given in the form of a Cock House Supper, when masters and praefects served the food and entertained the boys in the respective winning House. The house system was abandoned for a number
of years but I am pleased to say that it has once again been resurrected, albeit with rather odd house names to my mind.
If anyone has stories to tell about their time at the school which they wouldn’t mind being kept in the Archives for
future reference, perhaps you could send those memories in to the school. Whilst facts and figures can be interesting
there can be no better illustration of what school was like in a specific time than to have records of events that are told
by those who were there. We have had a number of letters relating to the ill-famed glider in the magazine recently but
news of fires, burglaries, war-time experiences and, of course, your memories of members of the staff. Also, if you are
having a clear-out of school-related items, then please remember the Archive. Thanks to those who have recently
sent in items.
“Icarus”

FROM

OUR

SPANISH CORRESPONDENT, NORMAN NEWCOMBE (PART 1)

Norman (N.W.) Newcombe, who was known affectionately as ‘Frog’ by generations of schoolboys, retired as
Second Master in 1981, having worked at the school for 35 years. His book, Europe at School was published in
1977, with a price of £6.50 for the hardback and £3.95 for the paperback. The OMS Newsletter for that year
reported that despite generally encouraging reviews N.W.N. said that he did not expect to make his fortune from it.
Well, perhaps he did so after all, as he went to live in Spain after retirement, and in 1984, he wrote a report for the
Newsletter. He wrote again for the 1986-1987 Winter edition, under the heading ‘From our Spanish Correspondent’, which inspired the title of this little series. Unfortunately, he died during 1987.
Recently, Malcolm MacCallum found some letters which Norman wrote to his father, Hugh, and his stepmother,
Beryl. These writings have prompted the idea of a short series describing how Norman coped with various aspects of
life in Spain.
“OM Newsletter, 1984
“The President has asked me to write something for the Newsletter. I don’t imagine he had in mind a sonnetsequence, or a survey of the economic problems of 17th-century Albania, so I’ll tell you about the place where
I am now living: Vélez-Málaga, a typical Spanish ‘pueblo’, or small town, rather picturesque, a bit untidy and
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very ancient. It’s just a few miles from the coast and surrounded at a respectful distance by mountains. The
people are delightful - kind, friendly and rather noisy; not as noisy, however, as the dogs across the road,
owned (in a sort of way) by a German lady who seems to accumulate them in the way other people accumulate
waste paper.
My house is small, modern, but typically Spanish in design and style; it has virtually no garden, which does not
worry me, as I am some way from being an enthusiast for gardening. However, anything one puts into the soil
here seems to grow instantly, which is odd, since it hardly ever rains. Certainly, I have never seen such profuse
wild flowers.
“Though most people living round about are, reasonably enough, Spanish, there is a small foreign colony in
Velez, including a few other English people. Some of them are very nice - others seem to me to be almost
caricatures of the Englishman at his most insular, making no attempt to speak the language, deriding the
local culture, and even proclaiming loudly that one of their reasons for having left England was to escape the
immigrant population there. It does not seem to have dawned on these types that their status in Spain is
exactly the same! These types, I am glad to say, I manage to avoid as a rule.
“My own Spanish is coming on quite nicely (which should please those who had their first lessons in the
subject from me at MGS, and I can now make out fairly well with the Spanish TV programmes, which anyway
seem to be mostly hired from other countries. I have recently, for example, been enjoying ‘Brideshead Revisited’. I do sometimes sweat a bit when required to use the ‘phone, I have to confess: it does make a difference
when you can’t see the speaker’s face.”
“OM Newsletter, 1986-1987
“I have just received, and have instantly read, the January 1986 OM Newsletter. As always, I am astounded
by the variety of interesting things our Old Boys get up to, ranging from people who are studying Sport
Science, whatever that is, to those who are Chief Brewers at the Goose and Firkin. Somebody really ought to
compile a list of the remarkable professions which seem to attract OMs. While some of us are content to be
humdrum schoolmasters, civil servants, bank officials and the like, others are doing hospital work in Lesotho,
mapping geology in Languedoc, finding out what really goes into Hovis, composing music for the serpent, or
working as air loadmasters, wind tunnel engineers and collaborating in non-linear studies.
“That, despite being a reasonably well-informed person, I don’t even begin to imagine what some of these
jobs actually consist of, only makes me prouder to have played some small part in educating those who do.
Though I hasten to say that nothing I ever did can have led anyone’s steps to the Goose and Firkin or to thes
tudy of the serpent. (But I have seen a serpent; there used to be an example of that peculiar musical instrument
in the museum in my home town of Leicester: I wonder if it is still there, and, if so, whether Simon Proctor
would care to go along and give the locals a tootle or two on it?)
“Compared to all these exotic things, living in peaceful retirement here in Spain is very small beer indeed (with
respect to the Goose and Firkin, of course...). Still it is quite enjoyable. For one thing, the temperature has
been gently nuzzling the 70°F mark every afternoon since Christmas, and that cannot be bad. I’ve just had
a rather pleasant Christmas in fact; a Spanish traditional Xmas Dinner on Dec 24th, followed by an equally
traditional English one on Dec 25th, and then several days of trying to get rid of the unwanted extra inch on
the waistline! Fish is what you eat at Spanish Christmas meals - a good solid fish stew, followed by some
immense crayfish, and only then the turkey, which in this case was served with a sauce of prunes, and very
tasty too. No Christmas pudding, Heaven be thanked; the Spanish go in for things like nougat and marzipan
instead.”
In Part 2, Norman encounters the electricity company, and chaos ensues.
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MAIDSTONE GRAMMAR SCHOOL 1833-1882
The move from Corpus Christi Hall to Tonbridge Road by JAMES CLINCH
The dissolution of Maidstone’s College of All Saints followed by the closure of the Fraternity of Corpus Christi in 1547
was part of the continuation of the Protestant Reformation started by Henry VIII and carried on by his son, Edward VI.
One of the objects of the Reformation was to allow the establishment of new schools, and the Crown was prepared
to hand back the Brotherhood Hall of the Fraternity for a school if the burgesses paid the considerable sum of £200.
After some delay, and a sharp warning to hurry up from Edward’s Lord Protector, the Duke of Somerset, the burgesses
arranged to collect together £205-4s by selling the ornaments of All Saints’ Church. They were then granted a
Charter in 1549 that appointed a mayor, jurat and commonalty and, furthermore, allowed them to have a grammar
school in the Brotherhood Hall. Other houses, cottages and lands in the town, at one time possessions of the
Fraternity, as well as the chapel and burying ground of St Faith, part of the possessions of the College of All Saints,
also came with the deal. The Revd Frank Streatfield’s history of the School1 gives an excellent account of these
troubled times and the late Geoffrey Phillips’s book2 makes for good reading.
A Master, the Revd Thomas Cole, was appointed but according to Streatfield his theological views were too lively for
the times. He was made Dean of Salisbury in 1552 but fled the country 3 in the following year on the accession of
Mary I. A rebellion led by Sir Thomas Wyatt of Allington greatly displeased Catholic Mary and she was even more
displeased to find that the burgesses of the town had raised the purchase money by selling the altar plate of All
Saints’ Church. The outcome was that Maidstone lost its charter and Sir Thomas his head.
The accession of Queen Elizabeth in 1558 led to the town being granted a new but similar charter in the following
year. The School was reformed in the Brotherhood Hall with a new Master, the Revd Ralph Moore, at a stipend of
£10. In the years to follow various small endowments came to the School. These included the rent charge on land
at Sutton Valence and Biddenden given by William Lambe valued at £10, an annuity of £6 payable by the incumbent
of Hoo near Rochester and the rent on 16 acres of land in Romney Marsh given by Dr John Davy in 1649. The value
of this rent changed with the years and in the 1860s it was worth £36. These sums of money formed the only
endowment of the School and in the first century of its existence were probably satisfactory. The Master lived on the
premises free of payment of rent and rates and the Corporation paid any bill for repairs.
The Rules of 1575 promulgated by the Revd Rowland Stubbersfield, Mr Moore’s successor, introduced small charges
for the ‘common box’; 12d if the scholar lived outside the liberty and parish of Maidstone and 4d should one live
inside ‘whiche shalbe employed to the mayntenance of common Bookes needefull in the Scole as a Dictionary &
other lyke’. There was the possibility of the Master making a little profit from these charges and as further changes
were made to the Rules in 1650 there were small increases in the Master’s stipend.
By the beginning of the nineteenth century there had been no increase in the endowment and the Master supplemented
his income by charging fees and taking in boarders. In 1818 the Master was the Revd Edward Mott Allfree and in
response to questions by the newly formed Charity Commissioners he said that he was receiving four guineas a year
from the sons of freemen and six guineas from the sons of non-freemen. He considered that any freeman had the
right to send his son to the School to be taught the classics free; the fee was charged for the extra subjects. He
believed it was optional to accept a son of a non-freeman. There were only 28 boys in the school, of whom 15 were
boarders. He also said that he had no rules or orders for the regulation of the School but that the Corporation was
satisfied with the way he ran it. Perhaps the 1650 Order of the Council that ‘theise Orders and Constitucions bee
fairely written out and hung up in the Free Schoole’ had long been forgotten. The engagement of an usher or
assistant master, should one be needed, was entirely the responsibility of the Master who had to find the stipend out
of his own pocket.
As a continuation of Parliament’s reform of local councils following the Great Reform Act of 1832, the town was
visited by the Municipal Reform Commissioners in December 1833. At first the Court of Burghmote refused to see
them, a majority, advised by the Town Clerk, averring that ‘the Commission was illegal and contrary both to the
common law and statute law of the Realm’. Nevertheless, others were found who were willing to help 4 and the
1

Revd Frank Streatfield MA The History of Maidstone Grammar School, (published privately), Oxford, 1915

2

G.B. Phillips BA, Maidstone Grammar School, 1549-1949, A Record, (published privately), Maidstone, 1949

3

Streatfield, op. cit., p. 14.

4

Clark & Murfin, The History of Maidstone (Alan Sutton 1995) p. 104 gives an excellent potted account of the difficulties.
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Commissioners were able to make their report 5. The Master at this time was the Revd Thomas Harrison (18281844) and the Commissioners noted that ‘there is a Free School in the town, of which the corporation appoints the
master… We understood that the school was not in a very flourishing state; this was attributed in some measure to
the establishment of a proprietary school in the town’.
Mr Harrison solved the problem of low income by doubling as Perpetual Curate, in effect the parish priest, of Holy
Trinity Church in Maidstone but in1844 he resigned the Mastership while retaining the curacy. The Town Council
accepted his resignation but immediately appointed a Committee, not only to find a new Master but to revise the
Rules of the School that had remained largely untouched. Within a month the Committee reported back to the
Council with new Rules, the principal change being a new Rule 6 which forbade the Master to take any other church
appointment6. Mr Harrison would certainly have had parish work to do and this must have reduced the time he
could spend teaching his boys. There is no mention in the local press of any difficulties between the Master and the
Council but the rapidity with which the new Rule was adopted could indicate some displeasure within the Council at
Mr Harrison’s ‘moonlighting’.
Six gentlemen applied for the post of Master but, upon hearing of the new rule, four immediately withdrew. The
Council appointed the Revd John Spurgin BD and he stayed as Master until 1857. The rigidity of Rule 6 slowly came
to be recognised by the Council and Mr Spurgin, by his retirement, had been allowed to double his post with that of
Chaplain to the Hollingbourne Union. On his departure from Maidstone the Chaplaincy was advertised at £100
per annum side by side in the local press with the advertisement for the Mastership of the Grammar School. Mr
Spurgin was also Chaplain to the Corporation, an appointment held by many Masters in the nineteenth century, but
there was no remuneration.
In 1857 the Council looked at the Rules again to see what extra stipend could be squeezed out of them and what
changes might be made to Rule 6. They were more awake to the situation than on the previous occasion in 1844
and, whilst forming a Committee to search for a new Master, asked questions of the Town Clerk about the Master’s
salary7. In reply he said that the Master was paid £64.13s.0d. out of which he had to pay £23.3s.6d. for rates and
taxes – an excellent example of the Council giving with one hand and taking away with the other! He admitted that
the school was not free, the scholars paying eight guineas per annum plus a Common Book payment of two guineas
and he said there were 23 day scholars and 7 boarders, not very different to the figures in Mr Allfree’s day. Several
Councillors suggested adding to the endowment but the Town Clerk said that this was not possible. It was recognised,
however, that it would be difficult to find a successor to Mr Spurgin if Rule 6 was allowed to remain unchanged.
Alterations were quickly put forward 8 and the final part of the Rule, the words following “district church or chapel”,
was removed. As to the Master’s stipend, the Corporation took upon itself the rates and taxes connected with the
school and the rent of the garden that was attached. This had the effect of increasing the overall stipend by about
£20 but it also removed the Master’s name from the register of electors as he was no longer a rate-payer!
The full Council met again on 29 October9 to elect a new Master. Twenty-nine persons had submitted testimonials 10
and out of these the Committee had selected three, believing all of them to be suitable but it proposed that one in
particular, the Revd. George Masters Gould MA, be elected. The selection was done entirely on the basis of the
offered testimonials although the proposer of the motion, Councillor Simmonds, had spoken independently to Mr
Gould.
In August 1861 there was considerable feeling in the town that the school’s fees were too high and perhaps should
not exist at all. One of the Councillors, Mr George Leney, a surgeon of Week Street, took a lead in this matter and
wrote to the Charity Commissioners 11. He attempted to compare the charges at Maidstone with the charges made
at similar schools in Sevenoaks, St Albans and Hertford, suggesting that the charges be reduced to the same level.
5

British Library microfiche B.S.18/9 (3) British Parliamentary Papers: Appendix [Part II] to the First Report of the Commissioners on the
Municipal Corporations of England and Wales 1835 pp. 751 and onwards.

6

Rule 6 stated “That no person shall continue master of the school, after he shall have become the rector, vicar, curate, or other
regular officiating minister, of any parish, church, or chapel, or of any charitable, or other institution; - nor after he shall have
officiated or assisted in the performance of divine service more than six days in any one year; - this regulation being made, in order
that the master may be wholly free to attend the school and the studies and duties that belong thereto.”

7

Maidstone & Kent Journal of 19 September 1857 has a full report of the Council meeting of 16 September 1857.

8

Maidstone & Kent Journal of 26 September 1857 has a full report of the Council meeting of 23 September 1857.

9

Maidstone & Kent Journal of 31 October 1857 has a full report of the Council meeting including Mr Simmonds’ long proposal.

10

The testimonials for six of the candidates, including that of Mr Gould, are preserved in the Library of Maidstone Museum.

11

Public Record Office ED 27 1893. There is a similar letter in the papers from a Mr Thomas Wells.
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The reply, as might be expected, was very cautious and while the Commissioners agreed that the charges should be
as low as possible, they could not see any change being possible during the incumbency of Mr Gould. They also
reminded Mr Leney that the school had a very poor endowment and this ought to be borne in mind when considering
the amount of capitation payment.
Mr Leney brought another matter to the attention of the Commissioners: that ‘a considerable portion of property
formerly belonging to it has been lost or alienated’. The argument against the Corporation depended entirely on the
interpretation of the founding clause of the 1549 Charter. It will already have been seen that for the sum of
£205.4s.0d., the King granted the Brotherhood Hall to the Corporation, together with a messuage and garden with
28 acres of land and various other messuages and gardens, cottages and pieces of land, as well as the chapel and
cemetery of St Faith’s. Immediately after this founding clause, but, as remarked in the First Report of the Charity
Commissioners, in no way connected with it, was the grant of authority to erect a grammar school. It had long been
argued that the whole should be read as one and the grounds of some 28 acres and more should have formed part
of the grammar school and its endowment. The Corporation’s opinion was always that it had paid good money for
the grounds, considered them to be Corporation property and had sold them off over succeeding years as it saw fit.
It is true that the value of the grounds in the 1860s would have been very considerable indeed, but the deed had
been done and there was no possibility at all of reversing the various sales.
Ed: The article is the copyright of James Clinch and will be continued in our next edition.

NEWS

OF

OLD MAIDSTONIANS

J.C. (John) Berger-North (1938 to 1948) wrote about himself and his two brothers, who were collectively known
as ‘The Badgers’ whilst at school.
‘In 1938, my brother (A.R., ‘Tony’, 1938 to 1946), two years my senior, and I were enrolled as pupils into Form I
& 2 at MGS. This was a time of wonder for a seven-year-old, soon to be destroyed by the outbreak of World War II.
The whole routine of the school, and the disappearance of some members of staff, resulted in attendances being very
limited and irregular: e.g. ‘mornings’ one week, ‘afternoons’ the next. Frequent visits by German aircraft necessitated
a hurried dash to get into the underground air-raid shelters until the ‘All Clear’ allowed a less hurried return to
lessons.
‘One incident that comes to mind, was an enthusiastic plastering, with mud, of the windows and outside walls of the
chemistry lab, and the room above it. A number of juniors (i.e. 3rd and 4th formers) including myself, had, during the
lunch hour, been provoked into this dastardly deed by 5th and 6th formers who were occupying the “labs” and decided
to pelt the juniors below with paper water-bombs. At this time a large ditch (anti-tank, I think) had been dug in the
school field; as a result the only available retaliatory missiles were handfuls of mud. Following this lunchtime battle,
the Headmaster demanded that the offenders should own-up, to their actions and report to his study. Only a
minority of the culprits owned up and duly reported, expecting to have “six of the best”. We were ushered in three at
a time, to be told by the Headmaster that as we had owned-up, there would be no punishment. The phrase ‘honesty
is the best policy’ has influenced my thoughts ever since. Gradually the school routine returned to normality.
‘My elder brother, Tony and I had both been given the nickname “Badger”, as it was easier to say than ‘Berger-North’
l presume. I am still called ‘Badger’ by former school friends and work colleagues. My younger brother, David, now
living in Canada, uses and is known as “Badger” Berger-North to this day.
‘I joined the school Scout Troup at MGS, was eventually was appointed as a Patrol Leader and after some misgivings
was allowed to name my patrol the “Badger Patrol”. The other patrols were all named after birds (feathered of
course).
‘I also joined the J.T.C. and passed Cert. ‘A’ parts 1 and 2, finishing as a Sergeant. This training was very useful
when I was called up for National Service. Unfortunately I lost a year of schooling in 1942 to 1943 due to illness;
therefore, I was a year behind. Academically, I was not one of the elite but reached VIS1, reading Maths, Pure &
Applied and Physics. I left MGS in 1948, was called up in February 1949, and served a year with the Royal Military
Police, in the occupation forces of Austria. My postings being Vienna, Klagenfurt and Villach. This was a worthwhile
learning curve to enhance my education. I spent the next forty years in the Weights and Measures Service (now the
Chartered Trading Standards Service), retiring in 1990.
‘The eldest “Badger”, Tony, was called up for National Service in 1947, joined the Royal Military Police and was
selected for the Special Investigation Branch; he served in Egypt for a year, being discharged in 1949. He then joined
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Marks & Spencer as a management trainee in 1952, and from 1968 until his retirement in 1984, he was the
Manager of the Plymouth store.
‘Last but not least, my son Andrew (1974 to 1979) gained a B.Sc.(Hons) in Land Management from Leicester and
became a F.R.I.C.S. He is now Retail Director and Board Member of a major UK Property company.’
John sent us the following photograph of the members of Forms I and II, taken in July 1939.

The form master was Mr G R Ashton (‘Gaffer’), and from memory, he names the boys as follows (from left to right).
He says that there may be some errors, but that the school Journal from 1939 will help to correct them
Rear row: D.Crust; Prentice; Gregory; unknown; Julier; Unknown; R.Lawrence
Middle row: M.Todd; Prasnell; Moseley; Ginger; Berteau; P. Mayor; Pepper; Howick; Guy; Svenson; A.R.BergerNorth
Front row: Adams (?); P.Gladders; M.Lane; C.Woodruff; Fitton; Brookfield; Nell; J.C.Berger-North

‘Badger’ no 3, David Berger-North(1947 to 1954), wrote to say that some of his form-mates are still close
friends. These include retirees, Air Commodore Phil Wilkinson (1947 to 1954?), Wing Commander Mick Ryan
(1947 to 1954?), and TV Presenter James Burke (1947 to 1955, and an OM Past President), with whom he was
friends from the age of ten.
David joined the Air Section of the C.C.F., gained his glider pilot’s licence flying from Detling, and was awarded a
‘Flying Scholarship’ to fly Tiger Moth aircraft at Rochester Airport. On leaving school and being ‘called up’, he joined
the Royal Air Force, was selected for pilot training and sent to Canada, where he qualified on piston and jet aircraft
to “Wings”. He served at various Stations in the UK in Fighter and Bomber Commands (Bomber Command 1 Group
– No 12(B) Squadron, Combat Star Rating, Conventional/Nuclear delivery in particular).
David resigned from the RAF and moved to Canada with his new (Canadian) wife, and later joined the RCAF,
qualified as an Air Traffic Controller and after a successful tour was offered a permanent commission to return to

Page 10

aircrew as a Pilot Instructor in Training Command. He was awarded A1, A2, B, and C (provisional) Categories, then
became:

Deputy Academics Instructor; Flying Instructors School Instructor and Commander, Staff Officer Plans
and Operations at HQ 10 Tactical Air Group, Montreal;

Maritime Command VP407 Squadron Comox, Vancouver Island, flying Argus patrol aircraft (similar
to the Shackleton);


Operations Officer in Maritime Pacific HQ Esquimalt;


Supervisor/Controller in the Rescue Co-ordination Centre, Victoria (USAF/USCG International Search
and Rescue Searchmaster Graduate)
He left the Forces at compulsory retirement age, and says that he and others who live at Esquimalt, Greater Victoria,
really believe that they are in the Garden of Eden on Paradise Island.

Graham Belson took this photograph of Henry Darley (1949 to 1957,
and an OM past-President) at Salisbury, after he took a steam train from
Maidstone with some friends. Apparently, he was visiting an Antiques and
Xmas Fair. But how could anyone tell that he was an Old Maidstonian?
(See answer below, under ‘On The Lighter Side’.)

Graham Hocking (1944 to 1949) tells us that he suffered a stroke last
July, but has come through the experience remarkably well. His legs are a bit
wobbly, but life is still both good and interesting. He looks forward to reaching
83 in April, all being well, and has accepted becoming a passenger rather
than a driver.

Malcolm MacCallum says, ‘It was of course very pleasant to see Steve
Marketis’s kind remarks about my father’s teaching. There turned out to
Henry Darley
be two further connections in what Steve wrote. Alan Coulson, whom he
mentions, is the son of my cousin Diane. MGS used to keep fathers and sons
apart during the school day as much as they could. For example I was never taught by, or even, as far as I recall, in
a room near, my father. But it seems the school did not or could not apply the same restriction to grand-nephews.
‘The other connection emerged when I sent a copy of the piece to my own children. J.S.Tresilian, the Sixth Form
tutor of both Steve and Alan, was also father of the James Tresilian (OM) who is now a colleague and friend of my
daughter, in the Psychology department of Warwick University. It really is a small world!’

We understand that Rodney Parkins (1951 to 1958, and a past OM President) is living in a care home and is so
unwell that he is unable to receive visitors. Anyone who would like further news of him should write to the secretary,
who will try to put them in touch with his family.
Paul Passey (1953 to 1962) now lives in Axbridge, Somerset, and wrote extolling its virtues, and its attraction to
OMs.
‘When I retired from teaching, after 38 years and 128 days, all spent in the Maidstone area, my wife and I agreed
that we should move from Harrietsham to Budleigh Salterton. (Sea, sun, strolling, senility?) After one final and
conclusive visit to God’s Devonian Waiting Room, we were prevailed upon by Robin Mace (1953 to 1962) and his
wife Wendy (néé Blandford, and ex-MGGS) to visit them in a little-known and special part of Somerset: Axbridge. The
invitation was accepted. Robin had been Best Man at our wedding 51 years ago and Wendy had been Diana’s chief
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bridesmaid, so how could we refuse? Moreover it’s near to Weston-super-Mare, (Sea, sun, strolling, fish and chips
and a pier!)
‘Now readers should know that Axbridge is ancient; a medieval market town in fact – the market and burgh to the
royal Saxon palace at Cheddar, a nearby village, where Alfred of Wessex had a palace. Our town boasts a mayor,
a town crier, mace bearers and traditions that began time-out-of-mind. The 2,500 inhabitants on the other hand
turn out to be less than traditional; eccentric might be a better adjective. Think Trumpton and constant party-time!
‘Within two months of arrival I was co-opted, and then subsequently voted on, to the Town Council; worked as Parish
Clerk at nearby Compton Bishop, where Frankie Howerd had lived – ‘Titter ye not!’ Meanwhile, Robin and Wendy
are immersed in amateur dramatics at Axbridge Community Theatre, as performers and training up young actors
too.
‘Robin chairs the Carnival Committee and is Cricket Club President, and Wendy runs her catering business. Diana
and I support the Parish Church through Friends of Axbridge Church and the Maces sing with the Axbridge Singers.
I have served as Churchwarden and on the PCC and, because I was last into the meetings, I now serve on Deanery
and Diocesan Synod: church politics is such fun. Think House of Lords late on Friday afternoon!
‘In 2010 we all took part in the Axbridge Pageant which requires about 600 townsfolk to re-enact the history of the
town from Roman times to WWI, taking over the whole town square for three consecutive daily performances. Think
Oberammergau!
‘We have been visited from time to time by Bryan (‘Taff’) Jenner (1954 to 1962) and his wife from time to time;
trips from the Czech Republic have included some singing commitments for Bryan. Colin Flint and his wife also
venture to the land of the Summer Folk at least once a year. A.F.T. Lurcock (‘Tony’) has ventured in our direction
during the cricket season; he still ‘tours’ with his Oxford-based team. Also, I caught up with Andrew Parfitt (1953
to 1960) at the recent funeral of a mutual Training College friend; Andrew and I both trained at Culham, Oxford
Institute of Education. Rodney Tolhurst (1954 to 1961) has helped me to recall our days at MGS for a family
history project and I know where Mike Starke and Brian Beaves live - not on the OM list, but never mind. Finally,
in that vein, Dr Timothy Tur, ex-MGS staff, also lives in Axbridge, and we have become firm friends.
Robin and I are always pleased to remember MGS, as the song says, and indeed have been known to sing it on jolly
occasions - to the delight and mystification of our Axbridge friends. We both hope that some readers may feel
inclined to make contact – try paul.passey@yahoo.com – I answer my emails more regularly than Robin and will
gladly forward to all interested parties.
Mark Styles (1981 to 1986) went on to study Economics at Nottingham University, graduating in 1989. Some
OMs may also know his brother Julian (1979 to 1984), who is now an American citizen and trying to revolutionise
the world of semi-conductor technology. Mark wrote to us as follows, about ‘living with motor neurone disease’.
‘I started out in a promising career in banking. Unfortunately the career promised much but delivered little, so I made
a move into the public sector. I worked for a number of government agencies promoting economic development,
and particularly the development of the education and skills infrastructure to deliver it.
‘In 2010 my life took one of those dramatic turns. I had just joined Kent County Council as Education Strategy
Manager for post-16 learning, when I was also diagnosed with motor neurone disease (MND), a condition made
famous recently by the Ice Bucket Challenge, Eddie Redmayne in The Theory of Everything film and, of course,
Stephen Hawking. I retired from full-time work in 2014 through ill health, at the age of 46.
‘Up until the point of my diagnosis I had considered myself to be a forthright advocate of whatever initiative my
employer was promoting at the time, but without a particular personal cause to champion. Working with the Motor
Neurone Disease Association (MNDA), and my wife and carer Katy (MGGS 1981 to 1986), I am now lending my
skills to campaigning to raise awareness of MND amongst politicians, the medical profession and the public, in order
to improve access to medical and care services.
‘MND is a progressive disease which attacks the motor neurones, or nerves, in the brain and spinal cord. This means
that messages gradually stop reaching muscles, which leads to weakness and wasting. MND affects how you walk,
talk, eat, drink and breathe. MND kills a third of people within a year of diagnosis, and more than half within two
years of diagnosis. There is currently no cure for MND and about 5,000 people have the disease at any one time in
the UK. The MNDA supports people living with the disease and their families and carers, by fundraising, funding
research, providing practical care and support, and campaigning.
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‘Fortunately my version of MND is progressing slowly, so I am still healthy enough to advocate on behalf of people
living with the disease who can’t do it for themselves. In the last two years, my wife and I have found ourselves
representing the MNDA in a variety of situations including:


Attending the premier of the Theory of Everything in Leicester Square and photo-bombing Eddie Redmayne
and Felicity Jones on the red carpet.



Meeting the Queen and Prince Philip at a Buckingham Palace Garden Party and politely smiling at an
inappropriate joke by Prince Philip about wheelchair races. I am a wheelchair user.



Visiting Parliament on many occasions to attend the All-Party Parliamentary Group on MND, and lobbying
MPs from all parties by giving personal testimonies about the needs of MND sufferers.



Visiting 10 Downing Street to present a 30,000-plus petition.



Persuading Kent County Council to sign our MND Charter committing to certain rights for MND sufferers
in the provision of social care.



Attending numerous NHS Trust patient participation events in Kent to raise issues of concern to people
living with MND.



Organising and attending local support group meetings for people living with MND and their families and
carers.



I have just been appointed a member of the NHS England Rare Disease Advisory Group.

‘Even when life throws you a curve ball, I have found that the skills and experience I have built up over time can be
adapted and used in situations that I never envisaged I would encounter.
‘Dr Pettit was Head when I attended MGS and I hope he would approve of the things that I am doing. I have many
fond memories of MGS, including Dr Pettit’s surprise Speech Day upstaging of the then Tory Education Secretary, and
guest speaker, Sir Rhodes Boyson, who was left in no doubt about the Head’s views on savage education cuts in the
1980s – sounds familiar!
‘The 1985 sixth form cultural trip to Russia, pre-glasnost, was another highlight. Who could forget the demonstrations
of ballroom dancing that were laid on, and the volleyball match against a crack ladies team? I have only recently
joined OMS and hope to meet some old friends at events in the coming year.’
[Ed: Mark, I am sure many OMs will be touched by your story and will want to wish you well and congratulate you on doing such
valuable work in difficult circumstances.]

Robert Town (1969-76) writes as follows.
‘As I become greyer, develop a wondrous attraction for beige clothes and consider bowls as a hobby, I realise more
and more just how important those formative and thoroughly enjoyable years at MGS were for me. These days I am
doing my best to attempt to retire from running my businesses but inexorably get drawn back in to help with various
projects. My main business is a scientific instrument company which, judged by modern standards of routinely
amazingly high A-level scores, is strangely at odds with my miserable results in my science A-levels; but maybe more
in line with my furtive involvement with the frequent, illicit, yet profitable card games during the lunch breaks.
‘I didn’t have the patience or inclination (or qualifications as it turned out) to indulge in a session at university.
Subsequently my first job was as a chemist at the Trebor sweet factory in Maidstone (fortuitously they made the
mistake of taking me on before they knew my A-Level results!). During the evenings, rather oddly, I became involved
in selling life insurance. When a few hours’ evening work resulted in pay that regularly eclipsed my weekly wage in the
lab., I rapidly came to the conclusion that a career in sales ain’t such a bad idea – despite there being absolutely no
mention of it at any careers guidance session offered at school – a woeful omission in my view, let’s hope that things
have improved.
‘These days I spend some time trying to encourage youngsters to become entrepreneurs with advice and guidance.
I particularly like giving opportunities to some of them in my organisation, regardless of qualifications, attitude being
one of the key elements to success in my experience.
Page 13

‘I have had the pleasure of crossing paths with several old schoolmates during my career, and numerous Old
Maidstonians scattered across the globe.
‘As my one-sided titanic battle with my garden gradually wears me down, eventually into compost in deepest rural
Suffolk, I always find time to read the reminiscences within The Old Maidstonian, with numerous names from the past
firing back into my consciousness as I come across them. Having overcome my anxiety of knowing that current and
past English teachers are, once more, likely to cast a critical eye on another of my woeful essays – I hereby release this
for publication!
‘Keep up the good work.’

OBITUARIES
It is with much regret that the Society
records the deaths of Old Maidstonians.
We extend our deepest sympathy to their
families and friends

Ian Coulson, who taught history at MGS for four years
in the mid-1980s, died on 9 December 2015, after an
illness of some months’ duration. He was a graduate
of the University of Wales, and went on from MGS to
become a head of history, and in 1987 became an
inspector. He was history advisor for the County for
23 years, during which time he produced a number of
valuable publications, including several for the National
Archives. He served for six years on the Lord
Chancellor’s Advisory Council for Public Records and
in 2009 was elected a Fellow of the Society of
Antiquaries. He was extremely active in the Kent
Archaeological Society, of which he was President at
the time that he was taken ill earlier in the year. In 2013
he edited a beautifully-produced volume, Folkestone
to 1500: A Town Unearthed for the Canterbury
Archaeological Trust, himself contributing the chapter
on late mediaeval Folkestone.
Mike Goodfellow advised us about the death of his
brother, John Goodfellow (1949 to 1956). Henry
Darley lived two doors away from John when they were
growing up and, in Henry’s words, John and he were
‘best buddies’ and went off to MGS together in 1949.
(Ed: Henry, would you like to write something about John for
the next edition?)

Ian Hammond (1955 to ?) has died from motor
neurone disease. He ran an insurance brokerage in
King Street, and his father was a partner in Lenham
Storage way back in the mists of time. The family lived
in Knowle Road.
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Denys E.Whatmore (1944 to1949) noticed a
reference to our oldest recorded member, Eric Haslam
(1929 to 1935). He wrote as follows: ‘I don’t know
whether you are aware that Eric died, aged 96, on 21st
April, 2014. He was a distinguished Police Officer who
was the holder of the OBE and the Queen’s Police Medal
for outstanding service. I served with him at Gravesend
in the Kent Force and later followed his career when he
became Deputy Chief Constable of Kent and later Chief
Constable of the British Transport Police’.
(Ed: Eric may have been our last remaining member to have
attended the school in the Tonbridge Road building, albeit
briefly. If anyone is aware of another living person who may
have done so, please let us know, as it would be good to
gather some first-hand reminiscences.)

Neville Phillips was well-known as a house builder
and farmer, and he has died at the age of 84. The
Downs Mail reported that he had lived in Hollingbourne,
Bearsted, Barming and Marden, and that in his youth
he had been a talented sportsman, playing both rugby
and cricket, and taking up golf later on.

David Pope (1945 to 1950) wrote from Truro to tell
us about the death of M.J.(Mike) Swaffer (1945 to
1950), who died in June 2015. David and Mike were
both born on 4 February 1934 and would often joke
about who would die first, but they didn’t place any bets!
They met in their second year in MGS in 1946 and had
been in touch ever since. Mike was David’s best man
at Boxley church in 1958, and his wife, Margaret, was
matron of honour. David says that both families miss
Mike very much, and that he had a wonderful sense of
humour and was good company.
Mike’s wife (also Margaret) recalls a CCF escapade:
‘Picture the scene. A dark night, callow cadets armed
with rifles firing blanks plus a single thunder flash. They
are crawling through a field recently occupied by a herd

of cows. The enemy is somewhere out there hindering
the advance. Step forward the hero of the attack, Mike
Swaffer, covered from head to toe in cow dung. The
enemy retreats before the stench and Mike is awarded
the unofficial DCM (Don’t come Monday) for his gallant
action.’
After leaving school in 1950, Mike joined the Royal Navy
and enrolled at the age of sixteen as an artificer
apprentice at Tor Point, Fishguard, where he did his basic
training before moving on to HMS Caledonia in Scotland
where he trained as an ordinance artificer. Here he
gaining much knowledge in the field of engineering that
would stand him in good stead both during his naval
career and when he returned to civilian life.
The year 1953 saw Mike as part of a naval party joining
the Scots’ Regiments marching through the city of
Edinburgh and then lining the route for the Queen’s

Coronation. When Mike left the Royal Navy in 1961,
he worked for a number of Companies, including Mars
and Oldham’s, the battery makers.
Maggie Clark contacted us with the news that her
partner, Jack Long (1952 to 1958) died peacefully at
home from cancer on 5th November, 2015. He was
very fond of MGS, and was pleased to receive news
about it. He is sadly missed by Maggie and all of his
friends.
Andrew Springett (1986 to 1992) told us about the
death of Ken Richie in January 2015. Andrew says
that Ken’s son, Dr Tony Richie did a great deal for the
CCF as an ex-Army Major and medic, as the CCF was
Ken’s side role, on top of his being the caretaker and
living in the gatehouse.

OMS MENTOR SCHEME
We now have a good selection of mentors, but we can still use more. The
success of the scheme depends upon being able to offer each student a
mentor with directly relevant experience. So, please send me a mentor
form as soon as possible. (You should receive one with this magazine.) It
will take up very little of your time, and you do not have to live near
Maidstone. If you would like to discuss this, please feel free to telephone
me.
On the right is an extract from our list of students still awaiting mentors.
If you have expertise in any of these fields your help will be specially
valuable. Please send me a mentor form.
Kind regards and many thanks to those who have already volunteered.
Peter Weaver

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
Here is a piece of musical trivia, which cropped up
recently when the secretary sang The Bonny Earl
o’Moray, which was written in the 17th century. The
Earl of Murray was murdered in 1592 by the Earl of
Huntly, and although the ballad was probably written
by one of Murray’s supporters, the text carefully
exonerates James VI from any involvement.
The song contains the words, ‘They hae slain the Earl o’
Moray, And laid him on the green’. It seems that during
the last century, the American writer, Sylvia Wright,
misheard the words as ‘They hae slain the Earl o’ Moray,
And Lady Mondegreen’, presuming that Lady
Mondegreen was the Earl’s lover. When it was pointed
out that she was wrong, she said that she didn’t like the
correct words, as it was far more romantic to imagine

the Earl dying with his lover. This has led to the coining
of the word ‘mondegreen’, meaning a mis-heard and
mis-understood word, usually in a song. This must be
one of the few examples of a song giving rise to a word
which has no origin in any other language, and which
cannot possibly have come from any other source.
A good example of a mondegreen is from a hymn:
‘Gladly the cross I’d bear’. Another, which is not from
a song, is ‘ampersand’, and this has a really interesting
explanation, so look it up!
~~~~~
Answer to the Henry Darley question on page 11:
He is wearing an OM rugby shirt, which can just be
seen.
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OMS AGM

AND

ANNUAL SUPPER

The AGM and Annual Supper will be held on Friday 15th April 2016.
The AGM will be held from 17:45 to 18:30. As with last year, the Supper
will commence promptly at 19:30, and will conclude by 22:00, although
the hall and bar will remain open until 23:00. Entrance this year will again
only be through the main entrance door, where you will be greeted. The bar
will again be open by 17:30.
The cost of the meal will be the same as it was last year at £22 per head.
Dress is jacket and tie. If you wish a table to be reserved then please let John
Clayton know - j.clayton@hikent.org.uk .
The President’s Guest Speaker this year will be Roger Crittenden.
Richard writes: ‘I am delighted to tell you that my guest speaker is to be
Roger Crittenden, former Director of the National Film and Television School
at Beaconsfield and still active as a world-renowned expert on film editing
and a visiting lecturer at NFTS. Roger started his career at the BBC after
graduating from Exeter University and worked on programmes such as CiviRoger Crittenden
lisation and Omnibus. Roger is my cousin and an Old Maidstonian (1957)
and I am sure he will have much of interest to say. He would like to see some of his fellow 1957 leavers at the supper!’
The Committee is very pleased to announce that the President for 2016 to 2017 will be Neil Turrell, who was
headmaster of Maidstone Grammar School from 1992 to 2009. The installation will take place at the Annual
Supper. Neil will be delighted to see former students and staff from his tenure at the Supper, and indeed throughout
his year in office. (Please see Richard Ratcliffe’s remarks on Page 1)

Menu
Cream of Red Pepper Soup served with Crusty Roll and Butter (V)
~~~~~
Massaman Thai Beef Curry served with authentic Sticky Rice
Or
Stir Fry Vegetables served with Sweet Chili Dip & Prawn Crackers (v)
Or
Salmon Coulibiac served with Buttered New Potatoes and Fresh Vegetables (v)
Or
Mushroom & Stilton Cream Tart served with Buttered New Potatoes & Fresh Vegetables (v)
~~~~~
Gipsy Tart
Or
Deep Filled Lemon Tart with Crème Fraiche
Or
Cheese and Biscuits
~~~~~
Freshly Brewed Coffee & Mints

We very much hope that you will attend, and look forward to seeing you there.
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YOUR COMMITTEE 2015-16
Richard Ratcliffe (1956 -1964) - President and
Chairman
rbr1@btconnect.com

Gardner Crawley (1955-1962)
gardner.crawley@dalsterling.com

Dr. Brian White – Secretary; Co-Editor (1962-1969)
drbdwhite@gmail.com Telephone 01622 756660
or 07828 925609, or write to 26 Little Buckland
Avenue, Allington, Maidstone, ME16 0BG

James Kinsman (1999-2005)
james@macrolevel.co.uk

Graham Belson (1960-1965) Membership Secretary,
Treasurer
oms@oldmaidstonians.org.uk, Tel: 01622 730514 or
07770 738041, or write to 22 Plantation Lane, Bearsted,
Maidstone, ME14 4BH.
Frederick Barker (2007-2014)
frederickjrbarker@gmail.com

Prof. Malcolm MacCallum (1957-1963) Webmaster
m.a.h.maccallum@qmul.ac.uk
Ron McCormick (Staff: - 2004)
Simon Pain (1999-2005)
simon@macrolevel.co.uk
Alex Rolfe (2006 to 2013)
alex.j.rolfe@googlemail.com
Peter Sampson (1950-1955)
pjesampson@tiscali.co.uk

Tony Bishop (1955-1962)
tony_bishop@btinternet.com

Hugo van Mol (2007-2014)
hugojvanmol@hotmail.co.uk

Sam Burdett (2007-2014)
s.t.c.burdett@durham.ac.uk

Peter Weaver (1950 -1958) Co-Editor
p.weaver@iee.org

John Clayton (1961-1968)
j.clayton@hikent.org.uk

MGS Headmaster

Sam Coppard (2005-2012)
samuel.coppard@btinternet.com

MGS School Captain
MGS School Vice-Captain

~~~~~+++~~~~~

DATES

FOR YOUR DIARY

13th April

OM Rugby Match (2.30 pm)

15th April

AGM and Annual Supper

9th July

MGS and MGGS Summer Ball

19th October

Quiz Night

The Old Maidstonian
Co-Editors: Brian White Tel: 01622 756660 Email: drbdwhite@gmail.co.uk
Peter Weaver Tel: 01435 864541 Email: p.weaver@iee.org

We Would Like to Hear From You

Copy date for next edition: 15th July, 2016

The Society is always very pleased to hear from its members. Please update us as to your post-school history, and we will
publish it in The Old Maidstonian and on the website. If you would like to share with us some anecdotes about your time
at the school then please do contact us. E-mail is a particularly convenient method of reaching us and is preferred.
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MERCHANDISE
It has been agreed that the school will in future handle the sales of mechandise, adding our stock of items
to their own. If you would like to purchase any of these items then please contact Mrs Sandy Smith in the
School Office via email sandy.smith@mgs-kent.org.uk. Packages are available for multiple purchases; a
small delivery charge will be added to items that require posting.

Large Umbrella - £22 Small Umbrella - £18
Packages available Cufflinks, large umbrella and parker pen £35,
(£30 with small umbrella)

OM ties crested or striped - £7

OM Acrylic Scarf - £16
OM wollen scarf - £28

Parker pen - £7

Cufflinks - £10
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