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T

he Summer Term has just ended and I should have liked to have reported that we had enjoyed an end-of-term
highlight with the Old Maidstonian cricket match against the school. Sadly this match didn’t happen, as we
(hang our heads) couldn’t raise a team. Memo for 2016 – will all OM’s who can wield a cricket bat or spin the
ball please contact me so that we can get a list together! What WAS enjoyable was Junior Speech Day, and the sun
shone on a superb afternoon in the quad. The Red Arrows were performing at County Show at Detling whilst the
Headmaster was delivering his report: they almost drowned him out (we heard them but couldn’t actually see them)
but he made the 20-second pause look as though it was deliberate! Once again boys took an active part in the
reporting process and it was tremendous to see the confidence and humour with which the reports and musical
interludes were delivered.
The School Development Trust
initiated an “Old Maidstonian
Day” on Saturday 18 July and,
again, the sun shone for us
and some 50 souls turned up
to visit the ‘old place’ – many
of whom we don’t normally see
at the Annual Supper. Some
came from longer distances

than we expect for the Supper, which was lovely. I am most grateful to
Sarah Hudson, who is administering the fund-raising work of the Trust
and also helping the Society, for kicking-off this event. Thanks also to
the archive department for painstakingly displaying many interesting
items of historical interest in the Big Hall. The challenge was to name, from their photographs, former members of
staff. I also must thank the Parent’s Association Committee for cooking the barbeque. A good time was certainly had
by all!
May I again commend to you all the Mentor Scheme, through which OM’s with experience in their chosen professions
can pass on some of that knowledge to students wishing to know more about the opportunities which are available
to them? If you contact Peter Weaver through his e-mail address (Page 14), we can develop the programme in the
Autumn Term to be even more effective.
I can tell you that former Headmaster Neil Turrell has now completed his tenure at the Tanglin Trust School in
Singapore and is back on these shores. He is President-Elect of the Society and it will be a privilege to hand over the
chain to him at the Annual Supper on April 15 next year. Welcome back Neil!
Warm wishes to you all.

Richard Ratcliff
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The 2016 AGM and Annual Supper will be held
on 15th April; later than usual, after the start of the
Summer Term. This is because of the timing of Easter
and the need to schedule the events while students at
university will be ‘down’ for the Easter vacation.

The 2014-15 academic year has been another busy
one. The beginning and end of the year acknowledged
the sad loss of Terry Shambler, who was tragically killed
whilst on holiday in July 2014 with a group of friends
celebrating the end of
their examinations. At
the start of the year
t he e nt ire Sc hool
community paused for
a moment to remember
him, and then on the
penultimate day of the
year just a few weeks
ago, the School held the
first Terry Shambler
Memorial Concert.
Terry loved music and
spending time with his friends, and so the concert was
a fitting tribute and one that he would have liked to
have attended himself. Many Old Maidstonians,
particularly from Terry’s year group, returned to MGS
to remember and celebrate his life, and I thank the
Shambler family, Mr David Martin and the music
department for arranging the event. We shall continue
to remember him.
The academic year is ending with some excellent news
that will support our desire for MGS to be the place of
learning in Maidstone. For the first time, Maidstone
Grammar School is going to appear in The Good
Schools Guide, which is the number one UK trusted
school guide, and has been around for nearly 30 years.
No school can pay to have an entry: the guide chooses
the schools to review. Just over 1000 schools are in
the guide, and it is pleasing to know that MGS is now
one of those. When the next edition is published, please
do have a read. Not wishing to spoil it for you, I wish to
share the last sentence: ‘There is a strong sense of
tradition and extraordinary allegiance and loyalty among
its pupils and alumni that make this a very special school.’
The entire review is such an extremely positive article
and makes one feel immensely proud to be a part of
this school.
Since May I have introduced a Headmaster’s Blog. I
am slowly moving into the social media world and
thought that it would be a good idea to write a Blog
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each week, to keep the wider school community informed
of what we do in school. Of course, I can’t mention
everything, but I hope that it will give you a flavour of
the workings of MGS, the success stories that are worth
shouting about, and what I get up to in my role. You
can access the Blog from the School website.
We have introduced BYOD: Bring Your Own Device –
essentially allowing students to make use of their own
electronic devices to support their learning. Many
teachers have welcomed this development and
encouraged their students, and not told them off, when
their phones are out and being used. It is right that we
should embrace 21st Century technology and instil a
culture of trust amongst the students when they make
use of it. We have developed further the quality of
questioning and feedback in lessons, to ensure that
students are thinking for themselves more and
responding positively to critique. And we have given
Year 11 students a period of private study, just like 6th
Form students, where they are not in a normal timetabled
lesson but are given responsibility to be much more
independent and manage their own learning.
The largest initiative seen this year, but one that has yet
to make a huge impact, has been the launch of the
MGS Development Fund and the next 10-Year Building
Plan. I launched the concept at the Old Maidstonian
Supper back in March and followed it up with an article
in the Spring Newsletter. The main principle behind the
Fund is the building and strengthening of relationships
amongst the entire school community, particularly with
you all. It also seeks to raise funds from those people
who care about MGS to help with future building
projects. All of you care about MGS and so we have
looked to you for help. The initial response has been
excellent, with over 90 individuals and families making
financial gifts. To date, those gifts total over £10,000,
which is a promising start, and as more people buy into
what we are trying to do, then it will really make an
impact. Thank you to everyone who has supported the
concept and if you would like to know more then please
visit the School website.
The biggest changes that MGS is currently experiencing
are those in the curriculum, and from September, new
GCSE and ‘A’ Levels will begin. A lot of work has gone
on behind the scenes in preparation for these changes,
and this work will continue for the next couple of years
while the phased developments take place. Those
students beginning their GCSE studies will now follow a
new-look English and mathematics curriculum. Both
courses have become much more rigorous and larger
in content, but the way in which they are being assessed
is the radical difference. From 2017, GCSE grades A*
– G will begin to turn into a number system 9 – 1 and
schools will be measured by the progress their students
make, and not just on the raw attainment. In addition,
students will be expected to study a range of subjects

which will create what we know as the ‘English
Baccalaureate’. These changes at GCSE are generally
welcomed at MGS, but there are many voices within
education that are concerned about the timing of the
changes and the way in which they have been handled.
At ‘A’ Level, the AS examination, essentially the halfway
point in a two-year ‘A’ Level programme, is being
scrapped. When students now choose an ‘A’ Level it will
be for two years; just as in the good old days. They will
not sit an AS examination at the end of their first year
and so will not be able to use AS examination results on
any university application. Again, the general feeling at
MGS is a positive one, but the phased implementation
of these changes means that some students will be
studying all new courses, some all old courses, and some
studying both. For a couple of years it will be a little
messy.
A change to the curriculum that we are choosing to
make for ourselves, though, is the introduction of a
Performing Arts Department. We believe that music and
drama are important subjects that everyone should enjoy
and provide essential skills that young people should
develop. We also wish for the profile of the subjects to
be much higher within the School. We want to see more
pupils take part in music and drama, more concerts
and larger productions, and in order to achieve a new
Performing Arts Centre it is important to create a
Performing Arts department which can develop over the
next few years and so give greater weight for new
premises in the future. The timing of this has come at
the point when Robert Fuller, our current Director of
Music, is relinquishing his role, but we are pleased that
he is remaining with us to continue teaching. Robert
has been the Director of Music for four years, and a
teacher of music since 1994, and he has given
tremendous service to the School and to music for all of
that time. As I say, he is not going anywhere, as he will
still be teaching here, but I thank him on behalf of the
musicians in the School for his kindness and passion
for the subject that he has passed on to many.
And finally… back during the Easter holiday I started to
write down how and what I imagined MGS would look
like in five years’ time. I called it the ‘MGS 2020 Vision’.
What would the students be like? What would the staff
be like? What would the physical buildings look like?
How would the wider community, the parents, former
students and governors be engaged with the school?
This is what I came up with:

 Student voice being heard and responded to.
 Students taking greater responsibility for their own
learning.
 Students and staff electronic devices are an integral
part of how they work and learn.
 All students being able to access our Sixth Form.
 All students progressing to their first choice
destination.
 Engaging and vibrant learning in and outside of
the classroom.
 A relevant, demanding and varied curriculum for
all.
 An extended range of extra-curricular activities and
qualification opportunities.
 A robust assessment framework that supports and
guides learning.
 A better-resourced pastoral structure forging
positive relationships between and across year
groups.
 Students and staff see themselves as proud
members of a House community within the MGS
community.
 Greater partnerships through an Outreach
Programme.
 An established Development Office and a
Development Fund that is beginning to make a
difference.
 An OM Society and PA that are making a greater
impact.
 An established virtual MGS community.
 The sharing of the history of the school with the
MGS wider community.
The list may be long but these objectives, despite being
somewhat specific in areas, fit under our four main
values: we are a community, we are a place of learning
for all, we are a place to feel safe and supported and
we are a community within a community. These four
core values contribute to what I think is an excellent
unofficial strap line for this school: MGS is not just a
school… it is a way of life. With determination and
high expectations we can achieve the 2020 vision.

 All members of the MGS community are proud to
be Maidstonians.
 Students’ aspirations are higher and they know and
have the skills to achieve them.
 All Upper School students undertaking some form
of leadership/service within and outside the MGS
Community.
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The OMS Facebook page can be found at www.facebook.com/groups/OldMaidstonianSociety/ Over 420 OM’s
are currently part of the Facebook group: these represent nearly a third of the entire membership of the society. The
group hosted an event for the Old Maidstonian Day on 18 July [www.facebook.com/events/845397655527707]
and has uploaded pdf copies of all the recent Old Maidstonian Newsletters. The group also promoted, supported
and provided links to a successful campaign against the threats to the future of the CCF. Sam Coppard and Alex
Rolfe will continue to publicise news and messages from the OMS, in addition to moderating the page.
The OMS Twitter account, www.twitter.com/oldmaidstonians, was introduced at the beginning of April. Sam and
Alex are in the process of promoting the account, to provide an alternative way for OM’s to keep updated with
current news and messages from the society. Notifications and photos from the OM Annual Supper and the Annual
OM Rugby Match have been posted, and the account will continue to be moderated. The twitter handle is
@OldMaidstonians.
There is an Old Maidstonian group in LinkedIn. Traffic on it is light at present, but we hope that Old Maidstonians
who have joined LinkedIn for professional purposes will also join the group, and send interesting and useful posts to
it. It has, for example, been used to recruit mentors for the Society’s mentoring scheme. The group was set up by
Tom Lovering, who remains the formal owner, and it is managed by the Society’s webmaster, Malcolm MacCallum.
Any OM is welcome as a group member, but there is an approval process to avoid non-OM’s joining for commercial
or other purposes.

The OM Society is registered with Easyfundraising, which
enables supporters to donate, at no cost to themselves,
when doing online shopping. All money received will
go the OM charitable trust (for details of this see our
website). We hope that OMs will join Easyfundraising:
amounts raised per transaction are small, but the
cumulative value could be considerable. Many major
online retailers participate: for example, Argos, Amazon,
Apple Store, John Lewis, M&S...

The effort required after initial signup can be minimised
by downloading a toolbar for your browser which
automatically tells you when you are accessing a retailer
which participates in the scheme and enables you to
make your donation, once you have logged into your
Easyfundraising account. You can find the download
at http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/raise-more/findand-remind/
For some fuller information see the following page of
the OM website:
http://www.oldmaidstonians.co.uk/fundraising/

Miranda Evans (2008 to 2010) recently undertook some volunteer work in Nepal, and writes as follows:
‘After graduating, spending months searching for a job and having no luck, I came across the Voluntary Service
Overseas (VSO) International Citizen Service (ICS) programme. I am hoping to work in international development,
and this seemed like the perfect opportunity for me: three months spent volunteering in a developing country, almost
entirely funded by the UK government, and working with locals to deliver sustainable community development.
‘The first part of a programme involves fundraising. Although it is 90% funded by the Department for International
Development, volunteers have to raise between £800 and £1200. VSO pay for all of the travel, accommodation
and food for the entire programme, including the training, but the funds that volunteers raise go towards the community
development schemes organised whilst in Nepal. This was the first experience I had of fundraising, but I was well
supported by VSO and my fellow volunteers, managing to raise my £800 target through a pub quiz, sponsored walk
from Thurnham Castle to Rochester Castle, and a generous donation from MGS and the Old Maidstonian Society.
‘Before I knew it, I was on the plane to Nepal. Kathmandu is a pretty overwhelming city when you first arrive, like
many in South Asia, and the other volunteers and I struggled to take it in at first. The first thing that we did was to
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meet our Nepali counterparts: mine were Kuldeep and Aweg. (Most volunteers only get one counterpart, so I was
lucky enough to get two!) They are both incredibly nice, funny and intelligent boys. I was placed in Rambazaar, a
village an hour’s bus ride away from Duipiple, the centrepoint of Nepal, and housing the VSO office for our programme,
where we would gather once a week for team meetings.
‘We lived in host homes with local families next door to each other. Living with a host family was great - they acted as
your first point of contact with the village, introducing you to people whom you need to know in order to carry out
your work, and often holding important positions in the village themselves. (My host brother was an English teacher
in the local school, and my host father the priest at the temple). They also feed you (excellently) and help you to
integrate easily.
‘The first thing that we decided to do was ‘social mapping’ - we met with some locals, including the head of one of the
women’s groups, some teachers and the head of the Village Development Committee (VDC), who helped us to make
sense of the local area: how many schools and women’s groups there were, key contacts in those organisations, the
projects completed by the volunteers before us and the impact they had. This proved invaluable to us, helping us to
understand what work was needed.
‘T h e a i m o f o u r p r o j e c t w a s t o i m p r o v e
knowledge and understanding of sexual and
reproductive health (SRH) and to improve people’s
livelihoods in the local community. These are both
huge issues in Nepal, being one of the poorest
countries in the world and having high rates of
teenage pregnancy and sexually-transmitted

Miranda is the blonde girl in the back row on the left

diseases. We then formulated a plan of our
Community Action Days. We planned a series of
lessons on health and SRH issues with a women’s
group in one of the remote parts of the VDC, who
had had little contact with previous VSO
volunteers. We also planned to conduct lessons on important subjects with a remote school: on SRH issues and child
rights, to run a sanitary pad making session with a women’s group, and to train a local Dalit (the ‘untouchables’ of
the Hindu caste system) group in embroidery so that they could use those skills to earn money.
‘The first half of our time in the community was spent planning these events, and running the health sessions with the
women’s group. Given that my Nepali was rather limited, my role in the sessions themselves was reduced to that of
condom demonstrator. The sessions were very popular, and by the final one we had roughly 50 participants. We
were ecstatic with how engaged and interested the women and girls attending were.
‘One quiet Saturday, about seven weeks into the programme, I was taking a nap, having spent the morning planning
our forthcoming sessions at the school, when the ground began to shake. I heard shouts from the nearby houses
and ran next door to see the boys standing outside, looking worried. Neither they nor our host families had ever
experienced an earthquake before. The tremors went on for what seemed a long time, but was actually more like 90
seconds. After they stopped we walked into the village to see what was happening. The damage was pretty minimal:
some of the older houses had walls that fell down, but most of the buildings were fine, as were all of the residents. We
were pretty unsure about what had happened, but given how everything was fine where we were, we weren’t particularly
worried, and continued to plan our sessions for the following week.
\The next .. .
Page 5

‘The next day we took the bus to our regular team meeting. Someone in the village had got hold of a newspaper, and
the pictures we saw completely shocked us. Our internet access had been minimal, and although we knew that there
was damage in Kathmandu, I will never forget what we saw in those pictures. Patan Durba Square, a World Heritage
site in the centre of Kathmandu, had been completed destroyed. Dharahara, a 200ft stone tower, had collapsed,
trapping people underneath. It was then that we realised that the earthquake was far more serious than we had ever
imagined. One of the Nepali volunteers in another team had lost her entire house, though thankfully her family were
unharmed. Others had been far less lucky.
‘We were told that we weren’t allowed to return to our host homes because of the risk of aftershocks and landslides,
so we spent the next few nights sleeping outside in Duipiple. We then found out that we were being sent home, and
went back to our host homes to get our stuff and say our goodbyes before being put on a plane back to Kathmandu.
The last few nights with our Nepali friends were bittersweet, but we made the most of our time together. The goodbyes
that would have been hard regardless were devastating, knowing that we were returning back home to safety and
leaving them with a country to rebuild. Some of them have since returned with VSO to the affected areas to carry out
earthquake relief, and some of the community projects which we had planned, for which I have the utmost respect
and admiration.
‘Though my experience didn’t end positively, I won’t deny that I had a brilliant time. I would recommend ICS to any
young person looking for an adventure. I learned a lot about myself, travelled to a new part of the world and met
some lifelong friends. I now know that I have a place to stay in Kathmandu if ever I might need it!
‘Since returning, my fellow UK volunteers and I have started fundraising for the Disasters Emergency Committee
(DEC), whose excellent work is helping the Nepali people to rebuild their country. On 25 July we climbed Snowdon,
a distance equivalent to that which many people in Nepal have to travel to get to the nearest doctor. If you would like
to donate, please visit our fundraising page, linked below. I have also linked to the pages for the DEC and the VSO
ICS programme.
https://www.justgiving.com/Miranda-Evans1
http://www.dec.org.uk/
http://www.volunteerics.org/
“

Steve Symmons (1967 to 1972) would have loved to have attended the Old Maidstonian Day on 18 July, but as he
lives in Australia, this was rather difficult! However, he really appreciates being kept informed about MGS and the
OMS. He writes as follows:
‘I was over in February (Brrrrrrrrrr!) and took a peek at the school on the way back to my mother’s house in Loose
after a couple of laps of Mote Park, crunching on the frosted grass before a band of sleet and hail came through. A
lap of the lake seemed to be much longer when it was compulsory for cross-country (if the rugby pitches were
deemed too wet for play).’
He was always amazed by the lengths people would go to, to avoid doing a circuit in the park: ‘It was so much easier
– and quicker – to just run around the thing, have a shower and buzz off home.
‘Regards to all – particularly Mr McCormick and Dr Webb (both of whom still appear to be around the joint).’ Steve
has let Tony Webb know directly about the influence he had on his enduring passion (albeit amateur) for history. He
goes on, ‘In hindsight – judging by their apparent retirement dates - both the above cannot have been a great deal
older than we kids were – although they appeared positively ancient at the time.’
Ron Dillon (1951 to 1958) reports that Rodney Parkins (1951 to 1958, and a Past President) is now very unwell,
but if anyone would like to visit him, they should contact his daughter, Helen, via Ron Dillon.
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Phil Wilkinson (1948 to 1956) was saddened to read about the death of Malcolm Burley, and he wants to set the
record a little straighter in regard to Ken Kimber’s (1952 to 1958) version of the glider ‘prang’.
‘Rev G I F Thompson, was not distracted, he was deceived: he had made the usual stipulations as the teams of sixor-so-a-side took up the strain on their respective bungee ropes, and then he set off down the field towards the aiming
point. But on the left-hand bungee there was a “tell-tale” wooden ball on a length of string, anchored to the rope so
that, when the string was pulled taut by the stretch of the bungee, that showed correct tension for the launch and safe
target distance. However, if saboteurs (un-named) adjusted that string, it was possible to put nearly twice as much
stretch on the bungees before the “tell-tale” told GIFT that the tension was full and (apparently) correct. The only
problem was that these un-named saboteurs hadn’t derived any experimental results to assess the likely flight length.
“Crikey!” – or words to that effect – reflected
their surprise at the result of the strength of
the pulling teams. The string was quickly
re-adjusted back to its original position and
we rushed down to the chemistry laboratory
to extract nose of glider and Malcolm’s legs.
What Bert Matthews was saying inside the
lab is not recorded, but probably had
something to do with valency tables.
‘I too went on to fly Chipmunks at West
Malling – when on camp there in July 1960
with Oxford University Air Squadron, and
was still flying Chipmunks over Berlin in
1989, and over Vancouver in 2010. But
that’s another story. But if that was the last
to be seen of the school glider, let me simply
attach a picture of one – as currently
hanging in the RAF Museum at Hendon.’

As reported in the last Old Maidstonian, Cyril (1939 to
1944) died towards the end of 2014. His daughter,
Maggie Baldwin, has provided the attached photographs, which are certain to bring back memories for
many OM’s. She says that she was amazed to see just
how much prep. the boys were given.

\ Cont. ...
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Journal from 1941 when Cyril was in form UIVa and was 12 years old.

David Hopper (1956 to 1963)
wrote about a photograph which was
sent in by Dick Ely and published on
page 13 of the 2014 Spring
Newsletter (No13). For reference, here
it is again (left).
David is the character at the very top
of the photograph, and he and
Richard Ratcliffe (who thinks that he
may have taken the photograph) have
identified others as follows:
Back row (from left): Geoff Shand,
Vic Downs, Hugh Robinson,
Roger
Wood,
George
Granycombe, Richard Dunill,
Peter Rolfe.
Front
Keith Mitchell (1939 to 1946) writes to say that Bill
Dixon (1943 to 1948) is trying to locate his friend, Les
Millward (1943 to 1948): can anyone help? Bill now
lives in Australia, but he and Keith were neighbours for
many years.
Page 8

row (from left): Roger Depledge,
Michale Greenop, Martyn Clift,
Peter Scanlan, John Gribbin,
Jeremy Hindle, Dick Ely.

Gardner Crawley (1955 – 1962) recently received on behalf of Rother Valley Railway, of which he is Chairman,
the Institution of Civil Engineers Kent & East Sussex Engineering Excellence Community Benefit Award 2015, the
citation reads:
“Saving historic carriages on the Kent & East Sussex Railway from the ravages of the
weather within the cost of £500,000 required an extremely economic design matched
with donations of professional skills, volunteer labour, gifts and recycling of materials.
Rather Valley Railway funded and project managed the construction of a four road, 20
carriage storage shed 120m long by 18m wide with electric lighting and roller shutter
doors. Carried out without interruption to the existing railway, the K&ESR volunteers
fabricated and laid 1 mile of track and 12 points using materials recycled from elsewhere
or donated.”
Rother Valley Railway (RVR) is rebuilding the track to reconnect K&ESR back to the mainline at Robertsbridge. This
will require K&ESR carriages to remain serviceable longer. The wooden bodied carriages, some over 100 years old,
are particularly vulnerable to the ravages of the weather.

Philip Lane Photography (Inset photo Gardner Crawley)

One of RVR’s donors taken by the splendid turnout of one restored Victorian carriage, and learning how quickly it
would deteriorate after being left in the open, donated £500,000 to build a storage shed. The donor insisted that
the project had to be brought in within the donated amount. The scope was agreed with K&ESR to provide a shed
with four roads providing space for 4 trains of 5 coaches.
The original plan simplified
access to Rolvenden
Station for stock removal.
The geological survey map
showed a fault line across
centre of site with saturated
peat requiring extensive
excavation, with removal
off site to meet flood risk
constraints, a large volume
of imported fill, piled
foundations, and a large
storage lagoon. Initially
the project went out to main
contractors and bids came
back well over the budget.

K&ESR agreed to use RVR
as project manager with
volunteer professionals,
K&ESR working volunteers,
small specialist consultants, and local contractors. Payments would be fully funded by RVRHT so made within 14
days of invoices. The scheme was re-designed with the shed moved to better ground at North of site, allowing simple
concrete pad foundations and drainage into a swale before discharge into a lagoon to avoid overloading the
Newmill Channel. Designating the shed for storage only meant an agricultural specification building could be used.
The track would be constructed from reclaimed materials utilising in-stock points and crossings.
First the operating line had to be slewed by several metres and realigned into the station area which allowed the site
to become a construction site rather than a railway. Then the site was levelled, drainage installed, subbase of
crushed concrete laid, followed by the first layer of ballast. This provided a sound working surface for the shed and
electrical contractors.
The steel framed shed, ventilated at ground level to allow for air circulation, is 120 metres long by 20m wide and is
clad in attractive green sheeting. It blends in with the adjacent countryside as part of the planning requirement.
Budget savings allowed for the installation of lighting and electric power to the roller shutter doors.
Gardner Crawley, BSc(Eng), CEng, FICE
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It is with much regret that the Society
records the deaths of Old Maidstonians.
We extend our deepest sympathy to their
families and friends

Timothy Darge (1962 to 1969) died on 6 May. His widow
has forwarded the following article, which was written for
the Boys’ Brigade Gazette by John Young.

‘Tim was the second son of a family who were active
members of Tonbridge Road Methodist Church in Maidstone. When the 3rd Boys’ Brigade Company was formed in
1965, he became a founder member and rose through the ranks, eventually becoming a staff sergeant. At university
in Hull [where he studied botany], Tim continued his Boys’ Brigade involvement and did his basic training. On return
to Maidstone, and a career as a science teacher, he was appointed as a lieutenant, and in 1981, a captain. He was
also a Brigade Training Officer, and was active in the North West Kent Battalion and Southern District.
‘Tim was also deeply involved in the life of his church, and at the time of his death, was Senior Steward. He is greatly
missed by all who knew him, but particularly by his wife, Margaret, and daughters, Emily and Becky.’
~~~~###~~~~
Robin Ambrose (1950 to 1957) wrote to inform us that Group Captain Maurice Fenner died on 5 April. He
made 14 first-class appearances for Kent as a wicket-keeper/ batsman between 1947 and 1954. There should be
a full obituary in the Kent County Cricket Club Annual in May 2016.
~~~~###~~~~
Angela Fisher write to tell us about the death of her father-in-law, David Wray Fisher (1940 to 1945). She says that
he was proud to be an Old Maidstonian, and that he died peacefully on 8 April, at the age of 85. She says that he
will be much missed by all of his family. Keith Mitchell (1939 to 1946) states that David was the younger brother
of another OM, Jack (Jambs) Fisher, who died quite a while ago. Their father was the head teacher of St Michael’s
Primary School when Keith started there in 1933. David made a career in the Army; Keith rejoined the Army in
1955, meeting David in Singapore in 1967, and staying in touch ever since. Also in Singapore, they met Christine
Corrush, an ex-MGGS girl, whom they had both known when at school, and who was by then married to an RAF
man. She was the daughter of Captain Corrush, who was chief of Maidstone’s Civil Defence group in WWII.
~~~~###~~~~
David Wilson (Staff, 1976 to 2002, and a Past President) reports that Bernard Head died on 5 July, at the age of
79, after suffering for some time with motor neurone disease. He was not an Old Maidstonian himself, but many
OM’s will know the family, as all his four sons attended MGS in the 70s and 80s: Graham, Michael, Tim and David.
The sons were spaced out with the result that at least one of them was attending MGS continuously for 14 years (is
this a record?). Bernard was a loyal supporter of the school, amongst other things being on the Parents’ Association
committee for most of that time, including two spells as Chair.
~~~~###~~~~
Chris Meigh (Staff, 1976 to 2010), died on 2 June 2015, and David Wilson wrote the following tribute to him.
‘It is always a sad task to record the passing of a colleague, especially a colleague with whom one has worked as
junior member of department for nearly 20 years. A small number of Old Maidstonians will still think of Chris as an
Economics teacher, as he was appointed in that role, shortly thereafter becoming Head of Economics.
‘However, his interest in Computing soon outweighed his interest in Economics, and after a sabbatical at the University
of Kent to take an MSc in the subject, he returned to found a brand new department. Not many of us would have
forecast then how it was to grow, and if Chris himself had realised what he was taking on, he might have had second
thoughts!
‘It seems amazing now that the first computer programmes written by students at MGS were on punched paper tape
in a broom cupboard off Piccadilly. It says much for Chris’s dedication that he was able to enthuse his students
under these conditions, where the tape was sent off by post to be run at West Kent College and the output returned
three or four days later – and more often than not, the output was “Error!”
‘It is perhaps easier to trace the rise of computing through the tangible assets; first the BBC Micro (with monitors
scrounged from old TV sets), then a genuine network based on Apple computers. Chris was a great Apple fan and
Page 10

it went against the grain for the next extension which he oversaw, to have computers provided by Research Machines
which ran Windows. (Ed: Or was it still CP/M?) The latter won out, and Chris stayed to see his original broom cupboard
expanded to a school-wide network of PCs with applications in every department.
‘Behind the scenes, however, there were a great many invisibles. For much of his time as Head of Computing, Chris
acted as network manager, staying long hours after school for set-up and maintenance. The Government put in its
pennyworth and kept changing its mind as to what computing actually consisted of, from hardware-based syllabuses
- for the few in the early days to data management for the many as computers became ubiquitous. It was a standing
joke in the department that one needed to learn one new computer package every term to keep abreast. Throughout
all this, Chris was a model of equanimity.
‘Not only did Chris keep abreast, but he passed on his expertise to others. Kevin Young was just qualified when he
joined MGS and worked with Chris for 15 years, eventually taking over. A more challenging bit of staff training came
in 1985 when I took on computing from a standing start, and found Chris invariably helpful in explaining the tricky
bits, and infallibly courteous when I was being unnecessarily thick! MGS has been synonymous with high grades and
imaginative coursework projects from committed students. There was one year when half the A grades at ‘A’ level for
the Associated Examining Board were from MGS.
‘Many more Old Maidstonians than those who studied computing will have met and respected Chris when he was
wearing a different hat. Chris was a deeply committed Christian, and ran the Christian Union for more than 30
years, forming friendships which were evident at reunions and Old Maidstonian Suppers, a tangible mark of respect
for his commitment. Less well known is his passion for heavy rock music; he supported the “Battle of the Bands” in
any Charities Week. And, as a final mark of his versatility, he spoke fluent Norwegian (his mother was from there),
sufficient to act as an oral examiner for the one and only MGS candidate in the subject.
‘When Chris retired, he looked forward to working more in the community of St Luke’s Church in Foley Street. He
became and enjoyed being a lay preacher there. Sadly, he only had a few years free of illness before developing
cancer which he was unable to overcome. His memorial service was held on 26 June, and donations in his memory
can still be sent to the Barnabas Fund, which supports persecuted Christians, at https://barnabasfund.org/
~~~~###~~~~
Mac Allardyce (1955 to 1961) and Mick Craske (1955 to 1961) informed us of the death of Clive Norris
(1955 to 1960), who was also a contemporary of Malcolm MaCallum. Clive died suddenly after being diagnosed
with cancer, having faced his illness fearlessly. Mac wrote as follows:
‘I first met Clive when we joined the same class at school. I was ten and he was 11. We stayed in the same stream
until Clive left at 17 and I remained on for a year. We both had motorcycles by then and in our teen years we were
part of a group of pals who hung out together regularly. As we graduated to cars we were able to go to all sorts of
events together, including West Country holidays with my brother Geoff, and dear departed Dave Reed. Our gang
included Jim Hall (1957 to 1960), Baz Davies, and Tony Wibberley. We flew in a Dakota to holiday, rode our
motorbikes all over Kent and Sussex, and we even tried sailplanes. That coterie of gigglers has gone now, save for my
brother and me, which is a very strange feeling. This is tempered by Clive’s wish that I keep an over-watch on his
beloved Linda, whom I have known for over 45 years: that will be a pleasure.
‘I was at most of Clive’s formative jazz gigs with the Woolpack jazz band; Brian Kemp* (drums), Boots Baker*
(trombone), Johnny Cowdrey* (clarinet and sax), and Robin Fuller* (guitar). I met Fred Cogger* and Jack Long* and
many other very interesting characters of whom there are not many left. I followed Clive’s business career with great
interest.’ (* Ed: Were these Old Maidstonians?)
‘Clive married Linda and he was the best man at my wedding to Alison. I held each of their babies, Claire, Gayle, and
Jackie in my arms and watch them grow from charming girls, to super women, and mothers. Many happy evenings
and weekends were spent as families. Clive and I argued interminably on all things worth arguing about, mainly
science and the merits of rock music. He had a wicked sense of humour: he will be greatly missed.’
~~~~###~~~~
The Downs Mail reported that John Desmond Pay died earlier this year. He played rugby for both MGS and
Maidstone Rugby Club, and tennis for Springfield, and had worked for the Inland Revenue. His funeral was held in
Braintree, Essex, where he had been living for some years.
~~~~###~~~~
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Terry Shambler (4 June 1996 to 18 July 2014) was a student at Maidstone Grammar School from September
2008, when he joined Year 7, through to the end of the Sixth Form in 2014. Tragically, Terry was killed in an
accident in Napa, Cyprus whilst on holiday with school friends, one of whom was Jake Harris (2007 to 2014) who
writes:‘Terry really enjoyed school life and was extremely popular with both students and teachers. He excelled at music,
which was his main passion, and was also a very good sportsman, playing rugby for the school team. He continued
this passion outside of school, playing for Aylesford Rugby Club, but unfortunately a knee operation forced him to
retire at the age of sixteen. In the Sixth Form, Terry would work hard during lessons but he often found setting aside
time to complete homework a challenge, mainly because he led such an active social life, and seeing his friends was
so important to him, as was playing music. This led to some legendary excuses, one of which included stating that
all of his PE coursework was stuck on his granddad’s iPad, which technically wasn’t possible.
‘Terry was mischievous on occasion, but never malicious, and I think that this is why people warmed to him so much.
He was incredibly generous, both with his time and his possessions. He was a true lad’s lad, although there were of
course many girls who also took a shine to Terry. He wasn’t up for having a serious girlfriend because he liked to
spend so much time with us boys, and staying on in the Sixth Form was to Terry as much about being able to see us,
as it was about studying for ‘A’ Levels.
‘Terry did like to push the boundaries, and my most memorable moment of him at MGS would have to be the last day
at school. Always one for a prank, let’s just say there was an incident with some water pistols and some goldfish.
Whilst the teachers wouldn’t have been happy and couldn’t condone this behaviour, I’m sure that one or two would
have had a bit of a laugh when they got home that day. With Terry his personality counted for so much: he might not
have got the best grades in the school but his personality would have taken him far, I’m sure.
‘Terry’s personality also led to him often being the brunt of jokes, but he took everything in a good-natured fashion,
even when he awoke one morning after a party to find he had an eyebrow missing. We did laugh at school the next
week when he tried to cover this up by drawing on an eyebrow with some of his mum’s make-up.
‘As one of my closest friends I loved Terry for his fun, sociable side, but, cliché though it sounds, he was also one of
the most generous and caring people I knew. He would often stay at my house or that of one our other friends, and
he was always welcomed by our parents because he took time to speak to everyone and was always polite and kind.
During our time in Napa, being in contact with him constantly I noticed this trait even more, because he was always
happy to buy someone a drink or lend them some of his stuff. This is how I ended up with one of Terry’s hats, which
I have with me sitting in my room at University now.
‘In Napa, Terry had been very excited to go to the Waterpark on a visit which he organized, and we spent about three
hours floating round the ‘lazy river’ in rubber rings. Terry had loaned me a hat that day so I put it over my face and
without realizing, I fell asleep. When I woke up I looked around to find myself surrounded by a Cypriot family, and
separated from all the boys. I looked up the river and saw Terry laughing and waving at me as he slowly drifted
round the next corner. He really was having the time of his life on the fateful holiday, and I do hope that his family
have comfort in knowing how happy he had been.
‘Terry, it’s said a lot, but you will be missed by so many: you were a popular boy, loved by everyone. The last words
you said to me were ‘I love you boy’, so Terry I just want to say again that I love you too. I still can’t believe that you
have gone, but thankfully memories are forever and my memories of times with you are the absolute best. You made
a big impression on a lot of people, especially the MGS community, and from me to you, sit tight and I’ll see you on
the other side.
‘All my love, Jake.’
~~~~###~~~~
Richard Skinner (1964 to 1971) wrote to tell us about the death of his father, John Skinner (Staff, 1958 to 1966)
at a care home in Warminster on 31 May 2015. He was 89 and had been suffering with dementia for the last few
years and had only recently moved away from Maidstone (after 55 years in the town) to be near one of his daughters.
John was Head of the Mathematics Department and taught a very able group of students in the early 1960s.
Among others he taught our immediate ex-President, Gardner Crawley, our Webmaster, Malcolm MacCallum,
Peter Kemp (1955 to 1963), John Lurcock and Gerry Skinner. Richard reports that his father wrote as follows:
“The most challenging aspects came from the preparation of Sixth Form students for Open Scholarship papers at
Oxford or Cambridge. Nothing in my experience was as stimulating as seeking to teach young men, who fundaPage 12

mentally, were more able than I was - at King Edward’s in Birmingham (his previous school), and later at MGS…
phew!”
John left MGS to become headmaster at Maidstone School for
Boys (later Oakwood Park Grammar School), and stayed there
for 19 years before retiring. He taught ‘A’ Level mathematics to
our President, and they came across each other again years later
when John was a governor at another school in Maidstone and
Richard was Chair of Governors at MGS. They were thrown together by the local authority for ‘governor training sessions’, but
Richard Ratcliffe is unsure about how much good they may or
may not have done!
During his own education, John obtained a place to read
Mathematics at Queen Mary College, London (where Malcolm
MacCallum was later to become Professor of Mathematics), but
was evacuated during the war to Kings College, Cambridge, and
gained a first class degree in two years, as courses were reduced
by a year in wartime.
John always believed that a student’s education should be more
than just academic learning and strongly encouraged out-of-school
activities. He was instrumental in building and sailing boats with
the boys on Mote Park lake, and was also very supportive of the
scouting movement, becoming its Maidstone area President. He
particularly loved the outdoors, playing and watching rugby, and took KES & MGS boys on walking, climbing and
sailing trips in England, Scotland & Wales.
John loved singing on a regular basis in local choirs in both Birmingham & Maidstone and gave his time on a
voluntary basis to other school Boards of Governors, was a staunch member of the local church and founder
member and trustee at the Heart of Kent Hospice.
In later years, when John’s memory started to fail, he refused to accept a medical cause, feeling instead that it was
some failing in the strength of his character! Indeed, the key elements of his personality persisted despite his dementia,
and even those who only knew him in Wiltshire appreciated his dry sense of humour. John bore his illness with his
typical fortitude and acceptance, summed up by the phrase ‘So be it’.
~~~~###~~~~

11th September, 2015

Senior Speech Day

14th October, 2015

OMS Fund-Raising Quiz

15th April, 2016

AGM and Annual Supper

As reported in the last edition of The Old Maidstonian,
the Mentor Scheme has got off to a good start.
However, when the Autumn Term gets under way we
are expecting the demand for mentors to increase
considerably. The demand on your time will be very
small (and largely controlled by you). We currently have
a team of about 40 mentors, covering quite a wide
range of skills. However, to make the scheme work

really well, and to permit some really good matches,
we need lots more. This year it was chemical engineers
who illuded us. Next year, who knows to what careers
the students will aspire?
Please help - fill in a form to volunteer for an experience
which you will enjoy and which will benefit an MGS
student.
Many thanks! - Peter Weaver
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Readers will be familiar with the deductive methodology
which can be used during research work in order to
confirm major scientific theories. The Darwin Awards
are given annually to those people who have undertaken
selfless experimentation, and have done their best to
prove Darwin’s theory of Natural Selection by displaying
magnificent stupidity and thus removing themselves from
the human gene pool.
The winners in 2005 were the late John Pernicky and
his friend, the late Sal Hawkins, who decided to attend
a concert at the George Washington amphitheatre.
Having no tickets (but having had 18 beers between
them), they thought that they would sneak into the
show. They parked their pickup truck next to the ninefoot-high fence, and the plan was for Pernicky to ‘hop’
over the fence and then assist his friend over.
Unfortunately, there was a 30-foot drop on the other

side of the fence. Having heaved himself over, Pernicky
found his descent broken, along with his arm, when his
shorts were snagged on a large branch. Dangling from
the tree, he saw some holly bushes below him, and
presumably deciding that they would break his fall, he
cut his shorts with his pocket knife. Finally free, he
crashed into the bushes.
Hawkins saw his friend in considerable pain and agony,
threw him a rope and tried to pull him to safety by tying
the rope to the pickup truck and slowly driving away.
However, in his drunken haste, he put the truck into
reverse and crashed through the fence, landing it on
Pernicky and killing him. Police arrived to find Hawkins
thrown 100 feet from the truck, killed by massive internal
injuries. They found Pernicky under the truck, halfnaked, with scratches over his entire body, a holly stick
in his rectum, his pocket knife stuck in his thigh, and his
shorts dangling from the branch 25 feet above him.

~~~~~+++~~~~~

Richard Ratcliffe (1956 -1964) - President and
Chairman
rbr1@btconnect.com
Dr. Brian White – Secretary; Co-Editor (1962-1969)
drbdwhite@gmail.com Telephone 01622 756660
or 07828 925609, or write to 26 Little Buckland
Avenue, Allington, Maidstone, ME16 0BG
Graham Belson (1960-1965) Membership Secretary,
Treasurer
oms@oldmaidstonians.org.uk, Tel: 01622 730514 or
07770 738041, or write to 22 Plantation Lane, Bearsted,
Maidstone, ME14 4BH.

Gardner Crawley (1955-1962)
gardner.crawley@dalsterling.com
James Kinsman (1999-2005)
james@macrolevel.co.uk
Prof. Malcolm McCallum (1957-1963) Webmaster
m.a.h.maccallum@qmul.ac.uk
Ron McCormick (Staff: - 2004)
Simon Pain (1999-2005)
simon@macrolevel.co.uk
Alex Rolfe (2006 to 2013)
alex.j.rolfe@googlemail.com

Frederick Barker (2007-2014)
frederickjrbarker@gmail.com

Peter Sampson (1950-1955)
pjesampson@tiscali.co.uk

Tony Bishop (1955-1962)
tony_bishop@btinternet.com

Hugo van Mol (2007-2014)
hugojvanmol@hotmail.co.uk

Sam Burdett (2007-2014)
s.t.c.burdett@durham.ac.uk

Peter Weaver (1950 -1958) Co-Editor
p.weaver@iee.org

John Clayton (1961-1968)
j.clayton@hikent.org.uk

MGS Headmaster

Sam Coppard (2005-2012)
samuel.coppard@btinternet.com

MGS School Vice-Captain

MGS School Captain

The Old Maidstonian
Co-Editors: Brian White Tel: 01622 756660 Email: drbdwhite@gmail.co.uk
Peter Weaver Tel: 01435 864541 Email: p.weaver@iee.org

We Would Like to Hear From You

Copy date for next edition: 1st November, 2015

The Society is always very pleased to hear from its members. Please update us as to your post-school history, and we will
publish it in The Old Maidstonian and on the website. If you would like to share with us some anecdotes about your time
at the school then please do contact us. E-mail is a particularly convenient method of reaching us and is preferred.
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The Society has ties, blazer badges, scarves for sale. All the proceeds go to the Society Awards Fund to
support the students. The items should be ordered using the attached Order Form, and payment may be
made either by forwarding a completed form and cheque to the Society at the School, or by internet
transfer and sending an electronic copy of the form to oms@oldmaidstonians.org.uk

Ties
The striped tie is the original Old Maidstonian Society tie with bands of navy blue, white, purple and old gold. The
stock of these ties has been recently replenished, and the new ties are polyester and slightly larger than
the original at 58" in length, and 3½”wide.
The crested tie is a Jacquard Woven Tie with all-over motifs of the crest in gold, red and blue on a navy
background.
Both ties are £8.50 each including post and packing.

Scarves
A completely new design is now available based upon the Society colours of
navy blue, white, purple and old gold. The scarves are of pure wool or
acrylic fibre and are 70" in length and 10" wide.
Cost including post and packing: £30 wool or £18 acrylic.

Blazer Badges
The Old Maidstonian Society woven badge is approximately 5" x 3" and is designed to be sewn
onto a blazer.
The badges are for sale at £15 including post and packing.

Payment
Facilities are available to make payment using the internet.
The Natwest Bank account details are:
Maidstone Branch, 3 High Street, Maidstone, ME14 1XU
Account:
Old Maidstonian Society
Account no:
00051802
Sort Code:
60-60-08
Please use your surname and initials to assist us in identifying who the payment is from. Would you please also
advise the Membership Secretary either by post, e-mail or letter if you have taken advantage of this facility and
forward a completed order form. Alternatively payment may be made by cheque to: “The Old Maidstonian
Society” and sent to the school.
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