Old Maidstonian Society
Newsletter No.13 - Spring 2014
President:
Gardner Crawley

Chairman:
Richard Ratcliffe

MGS SA
YS FAREWELL
SAYS
TO MICHELE ANDERSON

Secretary:
Brian White

someone who would go the extra mile to support
you and someone who would be missed if she
ever left.

Since getting to know Michele over these last two
A TRIBUTE AND A REQUEST FROM THE HEADMASTER years, all of what those students said then is said
by students today, and she will be missed. It has
been a pleasure working alongside her, and getting to
t Easter we said goodbye to the Deputy Head,
know her as a colleague and friend. I wish her all
Michele Anderson. She has been a part of the
success and best wishes in her new role. Michele will
MGS family for just under eight years, and she
make an excellent headmistress and I look forward to
now embarks on a new exciting journey as Headmistress
hearing about how her new school evolves over the
at Spalding Grammar School in Lincolnshire. Michele
coming years. I will miss her.
started at MGS back in the September of 2006 and
quickly set to work transforming the pastoral structure
Developing Music at MGS
of the school. Her legacy will be the effective structure
that we see today. Michele has basically achieved her
In recent years, music at MGS has been developing
main objective that Neil Turrell asked her to achieve: to
through the reinstatement of student band evenings,
create a pastoral structure that is fit for purpose,
school musicals and the new initiative of extended
supportive of teaching and learning and keeps track of
learning week. There are more students participating
every single student. Michele has also been in charge
in music on a regular basis and we wish to develop
of the Prefect Team for a number of years, and
this further. In the last year we have raised £800 in
they are certainly the flagship of the school.
addition to the normal school budget which we
Michele is not just Mrs Pastoral; she has worked
have spent on purchasing more instruments to
very closely with Paul Smith in developing
help cover the extra demand from the students.
teaching and learning and she certainly leads
We are now sending more students to
by example in the classroom. Her lesson during
university to study music-based courses,
Ofsted was one of three lessons that were
and the feedback of how MGS has
picked out by the Inspection Team as
prepared them for these courses has been
exemplary. As a teacher she knows what
very positive, but we want to make it better.
learning is and is able to draw out from
We have a few aims over the next couple
her students a love for her subject
of years:
(geography). Michele has also a very
1. To develop a loan system of instruments to
good eye for detail and puts this to excellent use when
encourage
our students to take up playing.
dealing with admissions into the school. On arrival at
MGS, Michele was tasked with the huge job of
2. To deliver more opportunities for students to play
transforming the pastoral structure of the school, and
live at school and on the local music scene.
now her replacement will be in charge of her legacies:
3. To prepare students better for university courses
Extended Learning Week and the Great MGS Christmas
based on music.
Quiz!
4. To improve the quality of productions put on at
Before arriving at MGS I knew a number of students
the school, to make them more professional.
and OMs who rowed with me at my rowing club. They

A

all had nothing but good things to say about their Mrs
Anderson: approachable, supportive, firm but fair,
someone who upholds the traditions of the school,

As Old Maidstonians we would like to ask for your
support. If you have any unwanted live performance/
recording equipment (amplifiers, microphones, PA
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systems lights etc.) or
musical instruments
(both classical and
modern) we would like
to ask if you would be
prepared to donate
them to the school so
that we can inspire the
next generation of
Maidstonians to take
up music. Alternatively
we would gratefully
accept donations to
David Martin
help us with our aims.
If you would like to know more please email the Director
of Music on david.martin@mgs-kent.org.uk
One of the objectives is stated as delivering more
opportunities for students to play live at the school. All
these live performances will be advertised to the
membership. Whilst I appreciate that it is often difficult
to find the time to attend, the presence of members of
the OMS undoubtedly provides encouragement to those
who are performing.
Mark Tomkins
Headmaster

THE CHAIRMAN’S THOUGHTS
By the time that you read this, the Annual Supper will
be behind us so our main social event of the year will
have ‘happened’. Mark Tomkins will have referred in
his after-dinner words to his plans for fund-raising, of
which more details will be announced later in the year.
It is a fact that high-quality education in the secondary

sector (i.e. Grammar Schools) will only be sustainable
going forward with financial inputs from sources other
than HMG. Mr Gove’s re-alignment of secondary
education funding, albeit from a supposedly constant
pot of money, will disadvantage the likes of MGS. Many
schools, (including Judd, Mark’s previous school), have
run, or are introducing, highly successful alumni
programmes for funding ‘jam’ to put on the State’s
bread. This Society has committed to being fully involved
in the initiatives that Mark is planning.
You meet OMs in the most unlikely places. Pam and I
have recently returned from a cruise to Antarctica, and
thrown together by chance with 1950 others on our
ship, we met Dennis Fuller (1968) with his wife and
daughter. We did a few quizzes together and realised
that our general knowledge was better than most so
nearly broke into the school song once or twice!
Listening to some of the lectures on Antarctica, many
memories of ‘O’ Level geography came flooding back,
with features such as rift valleys, glaciation and terminal
moraine being described. I sat there with some sort of
warm self-satisfied glow that I’d learned all that in Hut
3 on a cold November morning in about 1959!
‘Education is what is left when you’ve forgotten
everything you were taught at school’ somebody once
said – except when a word or phrase triggers some
deep rooted memory cells to retrieve masses of
‘memory’!
I wish Gardner Crawley a successful year as your
President. Strength to strength!
Enjoy the summer!
Richard Ratcliffe
Chairman

~~~~~+++~~~~~

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2013
General Revenue Account
The main source of income for 2013 was receipts from the Annual Supper. After deducting the related costs,
including the cost of the prizes, the event made a profit of almost £600, which was almost entirely due to the raffle
which was introduced in 2013. The Muskrats performance made a profit of almost £200. Donations from members,
mainly to cover the costs of producing and posting the Newsletter and Membership Register, totalled nearly £500.
The sale of scarves, ties, the OMS badge and publications achieved a profit of £240. The scarves proved to be
extremely popular, but because of the purchase cost the Society can afford to stock only 20 at a time.
The main item of expenditure, as last year, was printing, postage, and stationery which totalled £900, mainly for the
Newsletter and Membership Register.
The surplus of income over expenditure was almost £600.
As at 31st December 2013, the balance in the General Reserve Fund was almost £2,000 which included cash in
hand of £1,000 and the stock of scarves, ties, and badges which was valued at cost at £1,000.
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The accounts are
independently verified
by Magee Gammon
L t d . annually, and
they have to date, very
kindly assessed them
free of charge,
although they will
charge a nominal fee
at the end of 2014 for
the service.
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Trust FFund
und Account
Donations of £1,600 were received, and the Trust Fund account stood at just under £11,000 at the end of 2013.
Awards were made in 2013 to two students who were considered by the trust fund committee to be worthy recipients,
the first in the sum of £600 and the second of £400, both to assist them with their further education.
During 2014 to date two awards have been made, one of £500 to support the MGS 2014 World Challenge in their
forthcoming expedition to Central Asia, and the Silk Route [viz Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan]. Traditionally,
the Old Maidstonians’ money has been used to pay for extra materials, sourced locally in-country, to develop the
Community Project which will be in Uzbekistan.
The second award, also in the sum of £500 was made to the school senior rugby squad, who are embarking on a
tour to Portugal between 11 th and 14 th April 2014) to compete in an international tournament
(www.portugalrugbyfestival.com ). The tour company offered the opportunity to go on an open-top bus tour of
Lisbon plus a stadium tour at the home of Sporting Lisbon. It was felt that this would be a rewarding educational
opportunity and the Society contributed towards the cost of the excursion. The Society contributed the same amount
to the MGS rugby tour to Italy in 2012.

~~~~~+++~~~~~

THE MEMBERSHIP SECRET
AR
Y WRITES…
ECRETAR
ARY
Membership currently stands at 1150, an increase of
almost 40 members during 2014 from leaving years
1945 to 2007. With the assistance of Lois Birrell, we
anticipate that we will capture the majority of the 2014
leavers, which will increase the membership significantly
more.
Lois is also researching school records, to which the
Society does not have access, with the intention of
increasing the membership and thus the scope for
increased funding for the school in the future.

THE OLD MAIDSTONIAN WEBSITE
The website continues to evolve, and our webmaster,
Malcolm MacCallum, would appreciate more posts
from members, so please visit the website at http://
www.oldmaidstonians.co.uk/ and decide whether you
can contribute anything.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE NEWSLETTER
The Newsletter is published during April, July and
November. Those who have e-mail receive the
Newsletter by this route, which reduces costs. Many
members either do not have e-mail, or for other reasons
prefer to receive a printed version of it. The Society is
pleased to oblige; however, it costs about £5 to produce,
print and post, and the Society would appreciate any
donations towards those costs.

SCOUT TROOP HANDCARTS
Colin R
obbins (1950 to 1958), and a past President
Robbins
of the OMS, contacted us to say that he still had the
two-wheel hand cart which was used by the school scout
troop almost 100 years ago. It was used to carry spares
for bridge building and also for collecting waste paper
and jam jars for recycling. He also has a post WWII
one-wheel ‘trike’ cart.
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Peter Sampson was able to provide detailed
information about the two-wheeled cart (which was one
of several). He writes: ‘This had a wooden body with a
single T-bar handle, and the wheels were wooden, and
spoked with iron tyres. The body measured about five
feet long by 3.5 feet wide, with a freeboard of about
nine inches. It took two scouts to handle each cart.
He well remembers using them to collect jam jars from
York Road in the Foster Clarke Estate during the early
evening before the troop meetings. He writes, ‘We would
stack the jars in boxes and store them in the squash
courts which were unused at that time. I also remember
the covered lorry coming to collect the jars and take
them back to Robertson’s, of Golliwog fame, for reuse.
Alan Blake who was the scoutmaster for Troop A and
the Senior Troop appeared to lead this enterprise.
‘For the Senior Troop, Alan Blake designed and had
constructed three “trike carts”. This was in days before
lightweight tentage was available and patrol tents were
all canvas with wooden ridge and vertical poles. This
required equipment to be transported in advance to
any camping site before the scouts arrived. In an effort
to encourage self-sufficient patrol activities the trike cart
was developed by ‘Milligram’ Blake to enable all
necessary equipment to be transported by one patrol
of six to eight scouts.

‘Each cart had a single wheel located at its centre point
of balance. The wheel was similar to those on
wheelbarrows of the same era, having a solid rubber
tyre. The cart was fabricated from tubular steel, lighter
than scaffold tubing, and in a flatbed format with short
handles projecting from each of four corners. The front
and rear of each cart was fitted with suitable rings for
attaching hauling ropes.
‘The modus operandi was for one scout to steer from
the rear and for the remainder to haul on ropes from
the front, to give forward motion. This enabled the full
weight of the equipment for a week’s camping to be
transported by a single patrol over rough terrain. The
design was sponsored by The Scout Association and
an article subsequently appeared in The Scouter
magazine. I went on patrol camps and can vouch for
the usefulness of trike carts when the only real difficulty
was to lift the whole load over a stile!’
Our Treasurer now has both carts in his back garden,
ready to be restored to their former glory over the
Summer, prior to a permanent home being found for
them, possibly at MGS. He asks whether anyone can
provide information about their original colour schemes.

~~~~~+++~~~~~

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF FRANK STREA
TFEILD, M.A.
TREATFEILD
By Lois Birrell
Lois has been carrying out sterling work in updating our membership register, and during a chance conversation at a recent meeting, she learnt
about Frank Streatfeild. (Yes - that is the correct spelling, or is it? Read on…).

I am an avid reader and have a genuine love of books; the very feel
of one, the texture, smell and sound of paper, and a dusty, torn
cover create a frisson of excitement that a Kindle will never kindle!
So, on being offered the chance to read ‘An Account of the Grammar
School in the King’s Town and Parish of Maidstone in Kent’ by Frank
Streatfeild, M.A., which was first printed in 1915, I leapt at it.
However, being curious, the thing that really piqued my interest
was the author’s surname, Streatfeild. On first reading, you may
think that I have made a typographical error but I haven’t. This
unusual spelling prompted me to carry out some research and I
turned, as everyone does nowadays, straight to the internet. I find
it quite awe-inspiring that we can all become amateur sleuths,
searching through numerous public records to find details of our
ancestors’ families, discovering their trades and professions, and
even unearthing the odd skeleton!
Nevertheless, without seeing actual birth, marriage and death
certificates, it’s a little like being a blind but intuitive detective! I
have cross-checked all the information wherever possible so, are
you sitting comfortably? Then I’ll begin.....
Streatfeild - Title page
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There is some confusion surrounding Frank’s parents. William
Streatfield and Ellen Smith appear to have married in Wakefield,

Yorkshire, in 1872, but I have no idea why! It would have been normal
to get married in the bride’s home parish but Ellen seems to have been
born and brought up, and was resident and working in Maidstone.
Just a year later, they had a daughter, Ellen Gertrude. On the night of
the 1881 census, Gertrude (as she was known) was at her paternal
grandfather’s (George’s) home at 89 High Street but her parents are
listed as living at 8 Albion Place, Maidstone. Having been a governess
at a ‘Ladies’ School’, Ellen was now a schoolmistress and had five young
girls, one teacher and two servants living with her and William in the
house.
Frank was born at Albion Place on 4 September 1884 and was baptised
in All Saint’s Church in November. Ellen sadly died on 20 September,
quite possibly as a result of childbirth but this is purely speculation on
my part. Incidentally, the Old Maidstonian Society was also ‘born’ in
1884.
Just two years later, the recently-widowed William married Julia Susannah
Sumner, a young lady some 19 years his junior and the daughter of a
fishmonger and beer house keeper. In 1891, William, who had begun
his working life as a bank clerk but now described himself as an
Lois among the archives
accountant, was living in London Road with Julia, Frank and a young
daughter, Dorothy. His older daughter, Ellen Gertrude, is again listed in the census as being at George Streatfield’s
home.
By 1901, Frank’s father had passed away and Julia was living in Lee, in south-east London, and working from home
as a music teacher. William, having changed careers to become a wholesale furrier, had died in 1897, leaving his
small estate of £431 4s 7d to his wife. Whilst half-sister Dorothy continued living with her mother, Frank, aged 16
years, had stayed in Maidstone, living with his grandfather George, uncle and two maiden aunts at 89 Bank Street.
He is listed in the census as a Scholar and so had presumably stayed in the area to complete his schooling. Frank
was obviously a model student whilst at Maidstone Grammar School, winning the Lubbock Scholarship, the Randall
Medal in four consecutive years, the John Monckton Prize twice and, in 1903, a Gunsley Exhibition at University
College, Oxford.
In 1902, Julia and Dorothy travelled to New York on the Atlantic Transport Line’s steamship Manitou and, I believe,
probably returned one year later from Quebec on the steamship Bavarian, presumably having found neither fame
nor fortune in ‘The Big Apple’ (a nickname first used in 1909). From 1915, S.S. Manitou served as a British military
transport ship; she was fired upon at Gallipoli and Tunisia but on both occasions the torpedoes missed and she
survived the rest of WW1, only to be sold for scrap in 1925.
Frank became the Secretary to The Oxford Architectural and Historical Society in 1904 and went on to achieve a
B.D. (Batchelor of Divinity), M.A. and later a D.Phil., eventually becoming the Chaplain of Christ Church, Oxford.
(Editor’s note: I think that Frank was ordained in Holy Trinity Church, Maidstone, but I stand to be corrected.)
Dorothy married Edward Raymond in 1909, a man some 19 years her senior. The old cynic in me wonders if the
fact that Edward’s father, Cuthbert, a well-to-do leather glove manufacturer, had died just eight years earlier leaving
£39,777 12s 9d (over £4m in today’s money) might have had something to do with the attraction! In the next
census, Edward’s occupation is described ‘Private Means’ (a euphemism for ‘not short of a few bob’!) and he was
supporting both his wife and mother-in-law in a comfortable, ten-roomed house in Brixham, Devon.
By 1911, Frank had moved to Newbury, Berkshire with one of his aunts (who was still a spinster!). However his
surname was written as Streatfeild and his occupation listed as ‘Clergyman (established Church)’.
As names were written by the census enumerators, their spelling was occasionally phonetic, inventive or simply
imaginative. Also, regional and foreign accents often proved a challenge to their interpretation of both forenames
and surnames. I therefore first assumed it must have simply been the enumerator’s error in the 1911 census but
this does not explain why Frank, an extremely educated man, used the alternative spelling for the book and that
throughout his life the i and e seem to change places with impunity! Perhaps one’s sense of identity was not so
influenced by one’s surname as it is now, or is our need for exactitude driven by the digital age in which we live? ‘The
computer says, “No”’, springs to mind!
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Frank appeared next (again as Streatfeild) in ‘The London Gazette’ in 1914 and 1916, in which his appointment as
Chaplain 4th Class to the Territorial Force is announced. Chaplains are the only British Army officers who do not
carry standard officer ranks but Chaplain 4th Class is the equivalent of Captain. He served in France in 1915 with
the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry and was awarded the Victory, British and Star medals. This set
of three medals was sometimes irreverently nicknamed ‘Pip, Squeak and Wilfred’ after British comic-strip characters
but when servicemen were awarded only the British and Victory medals, they were often referred to as ‘Mutt and
Jeff’, this time referring to an American comic strip. The Army in its official records however, perhaps as one would
expect, spells Streatfield in the ‘correct’ way!
On leaving the Army,
Frank married Janet
Mortimer Barnes in
1920 and moved into
the vicarage in
Carleton, Yorkshire,
where they remained
for the next ten years.
The patron of this
church is the ‘Dean
and Canons of Christ
Church, Oxford’ so it
would
not
be
unreasonable
to
suppose they had a
hand in Frank ’s
appointment.
Interestingly,
by
1930, Frank ’s two
spinster
aunts,
Elizabeth and Emma,
had also moved to
Carleton and were living in the rectory - as Streatfeilds! Their father had left them, and their surviving sibling, very
comfortably off, with over £4,000 when he died in 1908. However, they obviously took care of the pennies as their
brother, Henry died in Oxford in 1918 leaving £3,544 16s. Emma passed away in 1935 with an estate in excess
of £6,600 and five years later Elizabeth left an estate of nearly £8,500 (about £450,000 in today’s money). Life
had not always been so easy though, as their brother George died in 1874, aged 32, their mum, Sarah, died in
1877 and sister Sarah died in 1878 at just 28 years of age.
Frank’s stepmother, Julia, emigrated to Australia on ‘Euripides’ on 26 August 1921, along with his half-sister,
Dorothy and her three young daughters, Dorothea, Nancy and Gwendolen. Dorothy’s well-off husband, Edward,
now working as an insurance agent, had left for Oz a year earlier, on the same ship, perhaps to pave the way for his
family. Euripides had been an Australian troop transport ship throughout WW1, taking part in the first Australian
troop convoy to the Dardanelles, until overhauled in Belfast in 1919, after which she resumed the Aberdeen Line’s
London - Australia service in November 1920.
After 41 years of marriage, Janet passed away, as a Streatfeild, in Winchester and just three years later, on 25th May
1964, Reverend Frank died, but as a Streatfield, probate being granted on an estate of £8,629 to John Lewis
Streatfield and Eric Michael Streatfield.
Lieutenant John Lewis Streatfield served with The Lancashire Fusiliers (Winchester) and was awarded the Military
Cross in 1944. an act or acts of exemplary gallantry during active operations against the enemy’.Eric, who passed
away in 1988, became a schoolmaster and I am sure he would have been proud to know of his connection with
Maidstone Grammar School.
There used to be a Frank Streatfield Prize Fund at Maidstone Grammar School but, sadly, it was removed in 2009.
Frank Streatfield wrote numerous books, mainly religious:
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·

Latin Versions of the Book of Common Prayer

·

The State Prayers and other Variations in the Book of Common Prayer

·

The Bible in Christian Worship

·

Preparing the Way, the Influence of Judaism of the Greek Period on the Earliest, Developments of Christianity

·

Reservation of the Blessed Sacrament, A plea for wide toleration in the Church of England

·

The Hallowing of our Queen

It appears from the foreword of the book that the Account of The Grammar School was more a labour of love than
a scholarly pursuit.
Just to complicate matters there was another Frank Streatfeild around at the same time as ‘my’ Frank, who was also
writing books, which is a little like finding another J.R. Hartley writing about fly-fishing on the River Medway!
All this information from the comfort of my own living room and as a result of curiosity!
But we must give the last word to Reverend Frank Streatfeild. ‘There are indeed many Old Maidstonians in every
walk of life, and their fitness must be judged by those who know them best; but they have at least learned to serve
their King and Country in the hour of greatest need; over 100 are with Colours, and of these more than half bear
His Majesty’s Commission; this is no small thing for a School of its size, and may serve to make claim that the School
is doing its duty as of old.’
FLOREAT!
(Editor’s note: my own copy of the 1915 edition of Streatfeild’s book has a bookplate pasted into it which records that the
book was given, in 1936, as a prize ‘for Streatfeild Local History’ to W. J. Coulter. Coulter was killed in WWII, and is listed
on the library war memorial board. When I was a child, we rented a house for some years from a Mrs Coulter, who lived in
Plains Avenue. I remember it being said that her son had died in the war: was this W. J. Coulter, and did she give me the book?
I cannot now remember where I acquired it, but I would be interested to hear from anyone who can confirm this connection.
Also, our local corner shop in Union Street was owned by some Streatfields in the 1950s and 1960s - relatives of Frank’s,
perhaps? Lois is turning up new information about Frank Streafeild all the time. We hope she will be able to add a little to this
story in our next edition.)

~~~~~+++~~~~~

MGS CASUAL
TIES IN THE GREA
T WAR
ASUALTIES
REAT
Benjamin Smith (1979 to 1984) contacted our Treasurer about the WWI memorial boards in the Big Hall. (Editor’s
note: presumably, the boards and associated stained glass windows were moved from the old school building in
Tonbridge Road.) Graham took some photographs of the boards for Ben, who said, ‘I remember reading them
during assembly and always wondering about the stories behind the names. Thirty years later I’d finally like to do
something about it...
I would like to undertake some research into the casualties suffered by MGS in the Great War with a view to compiling
a record in time for the centenary of that conflict. Depending on progress this may be the centenary of the start or
end of the war!’
The following is the result of Ben’s work.
CHARLES Ivo BARKER;
• 2nd Lt. 6th Battalion Queens Own Royal West Kent
Regiment.
• Wounded on 14/3/16 in Northampton trench in the
Hohenzollern sector near Annequin. Heavy artillery
and bombing attack in front line on this day.
• Died of wounds 17/316, buried in Bethune Town
cemetery and commemorated on Loose War
Memorial. Lived in Shernold cottage, Loose Rd,
son of Levi and Harriet.

JAMES HOLLELY BARLING;
Private 1/4th Buffs.
Died 16/6/19, commemorated Kirkee memorial in
India and All Saints’ Church.
• Born 1882; lived 78 Bank St; was a watch and
clock maker.
•
•

JOHN FREDERICK BETTS
• Private 1/23 London Regiment.
• Entered France 27/10/15
• Missing 22/3/18
• Commemorated Pozieres memorial.
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CHARLES INGHAM COLLINGE
• Lt. Royal Air Force.
• Attested 22/2/16.
• Served Machine Gun Corps / Tank Corps.
• Wounded in thighs 29/10/16.
• Joined Royal Flying Corps 20/1/18.
• Died 25/7/19 aged 21.
• Commemorated Ravenna War cemetery.
• Son of JF Collinge, School House, Larkfield.
• Served five years in MGS OTC.
VALLANCE CRUTTENDEN
• Chief Writer, HMS Raglan, Royal Navy.
• Joined Royal Navy from MGS 2/11/05, varied
career and extensive travel in Edwardian RN.
• Died 20/1/18 when HMS Raglan was sunk in the
Dardenelles by the Breslau and Groben off the
island of Imbros, aged 31.
• Commemorated in the Lancashire Landing
cemetery.
• Eldest son of Edgar, master baker and Jenie of
Upper Stone St
• Attended MGS with scholarship 1900 to1903
ROY DUNCANSON
• 2nd Lt. 9th Battalion West Riding Regiment.
• Died attacking the Quadrangle trench system near
Contalmaison 7/7/16 aged 25.
• Commemorated Thiepval memorial and East
Farleigh.
• Son of James and Annie of Pymps Court, Tovil.
IAN DUNCANSON
• 2nd Lt. 8th Battalion Princes Louise’s.
• Buried Poelcapelle cemetery iii.D.1,
commemorated East Farleigh.
• Son of James and Annie of Pymps Court, Tovil.
• NB: The Duncanson’s sister, Una, also died as a
nurse on board HMS Osmanieh which struck a
mine off Alexandria.

LEWIS BLUNDEN
• 2nd Lt. 5 th Battalion Royal Sussex Regiment
Territorial Force.
• Entered France 12/3/16
• Died 22/7/16.
• Commemorated Bouzincourt Communal cemetery
extension.
• Son of G Blunden, Mill House, East Malling.
GUY BRACHER
• 2nd Lt. 6th Battalion Buffs.
• Gazetted 6/15
• Entered France 30/4/16.
• Died 3/7/16 aged 26.
• Commemorated Aveluy Communal cemetery and
All Saints’ Church.
• Son of James and Marian of Church House, West
Malling.
• Keen cricketer associated with the Mote CC.
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•

A.M. DENNY
Rifleman 1/9 London Regiment.
Died 29/10/16, commemorated Hanwell cemetery,
London.

H. COURTNEY DUNMILL
• Corporal Royal Field Artillery.
• Died 18/5/18 aged 26.
• Buried Maidstone cemetery i.T.83 and All Saints’
Church (?).
HARRY NATHANIEL ELLIOTT
• Private 40649 10th Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers.
• Died 21/3/18 aged 30.
• Commemorated Bay 5 Arras memorial.
• Son of Edward and Mary of 6 Albion Place.
F. FLEMING
• No records found.

CHARLES GILLESPIE GATES
• Corporal 19291 6th Battalion Queens Royal West
Kent Regiment.
• Died 9/4/17 aged 25.
• Buried Feuchy Chapel cemetery Wancourt iii.1.18
• Son of FJ and E Gates of 77 Holland Rd
JOHN KINGSTON GROUND
• 2nd Lt. 10th Battalion Queens Own Royal West
Kent Regiment.
• Died 19/6/16 aged 29.
• Buried Tancrez Farm cemetery 1.D.3.
• Son of Dr Edward and Eleanor of 1 Ashford Rd
E. HART
• ? Ernest Frederick Hart – Buffs - died 26/9/15.
• ? Ebenezer Henry - Queens Own Royal West Kent
Regiment - died 31/3/16.
CHARLES WILFRED HARDWICK
• Gunner 31869 Royal Field Artillery 25th Brigade.
• Died 21/5/15 aged 33.
• Buried Hampstead cemetery Q8 B25.
FREDERICK MERVYN HILLS
• 2nd Lt. 2nd & 3rd Battalions Northampton Regiment.
• Died 27/7/17 aged 34.
• Buried Perth cemetery i.B.2.
• Son of Edward and Eliza of ‘Lenworth’, Maidstone.
C. HOBSON
• No records found.
GEORGE BERTRAM POLLOCK HODSOLL
• Captain Suffolk Regiment attached to 1 st
Cheshires.
• Entered France 26/10/14.
• Died 9/11/14.
• Killed leading a counter attack against the enemy
who had penetrated the front lines.
• Commemorated Menin Gate Panel 19-22
• He was a journalist and author, born 18/6/75 son
of Charles Mansfield and Georgina Mary of Loose
Court. He was a well-known footballer for
Corinthians and the army.
DUNCAN McPHERSON STUDDERT HOLMES
• Entered France 10/9/15.
• Sergeant Yorks and Lancaster Regiment.
• Commissioned 18/9/15.
• 2nd Lt. 9th Battalion Cheshire Regiment.
• Died 4/3/16 aged 26.
• Commemorated Loos memorial panel 49-50.
• Son of Richard and Samina.
• BSc London 1911.
F. JOHNSON
• No records found.
D. JOHNSTON
• No records found.

GORDON BLACK JOHNSTON
• Lt. 4th Battalion Royal Sussex Regiment.
• Entered France 19/10/15.
• Died 19/10/18.
• Buried Baghdad North Gate cemetery XXI G6.
• Son of J. Johnston of 30 Upper Fant Rd
• In 1911 recorded as living in Brighton, working as
a bank clerk.
MERTHYR LAURENCE
• Sergeant M2 188540 Royal Army Service Corps
attached to XXII Corps heavy artillery.
• Died 16/3/19 aged 21.
• Buried Valenciennes cemetery ii.C.26.
• Son of Frank and Gertrude of Hope Cottage,
Tonbridge Rd, Maidstone.
STUART LAURENCE
• 2nd Lt. 10th Battalion Queens Own Royal West
Kent Regiment.
• Gazetted 10/8/15
• Entered France 4/5/16
• Died 17/9/16
• Commemorated Bernafay Wood British cemetery.
M.44.
• Son of Frank and Gertrude of Hope Cottage,
Tonbridge Rd, Maidstone.
J.B.MATTHEWS
• Captain 7th Battalion Queens Own Royal West
Kent Regiment.
• Died 14/2/17.
• Buried Regina Trench cemetery viii.F.6.
(Ed: Does anyone know if this was the son of MGS
Chemistry teacher J.B.Matthews?)

W. MACVICAR
• No records found.
HARRY E MERCER
• Private 200373 3rd/4th Battalions Queens Own
Royal West Kent Regiment.
• Died 11/11/17 aged 20.
• Buried Talana Farm cemetery iii.K.15.
• Son of Edward and Florence of 49 John St,
Maidstone.
STANLEY ARTHUR MEYERS
• 2nd Lt. 4th Battalion London Regiment (Royal
Fusiliers)
• Gazetted 25/4/17.
• Died 26/10/17.
• Commemorated Tyne Cot memorial panel 148-50.
• Son of Barnett of 45 Hastings Rd, Maidstone.
HAROLD LESTER MILLEN
• Private G38336 16th Battalion Royal West Surreys
( Queens).
• Died 27/1/17
• Buried Maidstone cemetery i.R.11, commemorated
in All Saints’ Church.
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FREDERICK JOHN MOSELEY
• Corporal G23850 Military Medal 6th Battalion
Queens Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
• Died 1/7/18 aged 20.
• Buried Bouzincourt Ridge cemetery i.A.15.
• Son of James and Harriet of 127 Union St,
Maidstone.
HENRY ROBERT MOUNT
• Sapper 1208 Royal Engineers 28 Home Counties
Division Signal Company.
• Entered France 16/1/15.
• Died 8/5/15 aged 19.
• Commemorated Menin Gate panel 9.
• Son of Alice of St Leonards Rd, Deal but boarded
when at MGS at 2 Upper Yard, Wrens Cross, Stone
St, Maidstone.
JOHN WYNARD PARKS
• Captain MC MID 1st Battalion East Lancashire
Regiment.
• Entered France 9/12/14.
• Gazetted 1/1/17.
• Died in Queens Hospital London 12/8/19 from
wounds received at Cevroile 23/4/17.
• Buried Chislehurst cemetery A1649.
P.ROBINSON
• No records found.
JAMES LAWRENCE CATHCART SUTHERLAND
• Lt. MC Queens Own Royal West Kent Regiment
& Royal Air Force 104 Sqn.
• Gazetted 14/9/15 2nd Lt. from RMA Sandhurst.
• 5/7/18 Captain QORWK.
• MC 1/1/18.
• 16/7/18 2nd Lt. Observer RAF.
• Died of wounds 19/8/18.
• Buried Chambiers French National cemetery Metz.
• Born in Natal S. Africa but boarded with Mrs
Margaret Day, ‘Inglemere’, 19 Ashford Rd,
Maidstone.
GARRETT SAVEALL
• 2nd Lt. 7th Battalion Queens Own Royal West Kent
Regiment.
• Died 13/7/16 aged 21.
• Commemorated Thiepval memorial face iiC.
• Son of William and Edith of the Hermitage, Boxley.
F. SMALL
• No records found.
ARTHUR FREDERICK TONG
• Lt. Royal Air Force 217 Sqn.
• Died 28/9/18 aged 20.
• Buried Croix Rouge cemetery ii.C.9,
commemorated Postling.
• Only son of Arthur and Annie of East St,
Harrietsham.
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HAROLD TUPPER
• Lt. 10th&20th Battalions Royal Fusiliers.
• Entered France 4/3/15.
• Wounded Bazentin Le Petit 4/8/16.
• Died 22/7/18.
• Buried St John Baptist churchyard, Harrietsham.
• Son of Thomas and Mary of ‘Bowness’, West St,
Harrietsham.
EDWARD H TOLHURST
• Private 5026 15th Battalion London Regiment
(Prince of Wales Own Civil Service Rifles).
• Died 14/8/16 aged 19.
• Buried Marveuil cemetery iii.D.5.
• Son of Edward and Louisa of 117 Union St,
Maidstone.
JOHN LUCAS WARRY
• Captain Sherwood Foresters / Notts and Derby
Regiment.
• Entered Sandhurst RMA 9/14.
• Died of wounds 27/4/17.
• Buried Peronne Communal cemetery i.B.4.,
commemorated All Saints’ Church.
HENRY RICHARD WATERMAN
• Lt. 3rd Battalion Middlesex Regiment.
• Entered France 13/4/16.
• Died 28/8/16 aged 19.
• Buried Serre Road No.2 cemetery xxxiv.F.8.
• Son of E.J. Waterman of 98 Mill St, Maidstone.

NEWS OF OLD MAIDSTONIANS
Robert Snare (1943 to 1951) had a very enjoyable visit to MGS and to the carol service in December. 2013. He
wrote in advance to say, ‘I am going to bring with me the MGS Distribution of Prizes for 20 October 1949. The
prizes were presented by Field Marshal The Viscount Montgomery of Alamein. His speech was so inspirational and
his concluding remarks dominated my thoughts for the remaining time at MGS, and were responsible for me
achieving the educational qualifications to enter the RAF College Cranwell, and enabling my subsequent fantastic
career in aviation. Sadly, I was watching some ex-University students on a quiz programme and they had never
heard of Lord Montgomery, or Wing Commander Guy Gibson of 617 Squadron of Dambuster fame. I despair for
the future of this country.
‘When I joined MGS in 1943, Maidstone was right in the firing line for the V1 doodlebugs and the first V2 rockets in
1944. The second V2 landed in the adjacent street to where I lived at the time in George Street. I also saw the V1
pass over my head as its engine cut out, and it crashed into Maidstone East station.’
Robert’s daughter, Vanessa Warwick, wrote after the service to thank everyone for the enjoyable day which had been
experienced by Robert and his family: ‘When you gave my father the school scarf as a present and he put it on in the
church, it reduced myself and my Mum to tears. We were so grateful for your kindness to my father. He enjoyed his
day so much. It meant a great deal to all of us. We were overwhelmed by your kindness and the trouble you all went
to, to make my Dad feel special.
Robert’s personal website is at http://www.robertsnare.com/.
Bo Crombet-Beolens (1960 to 1966) provided some interesting information about Julius Brenchley in the last
Newsletter. He has now written to us more extensively, as follows.
‘Back in the Stone Age (when I used to have to slog up Stone Street from the ‘bus depot in Knightrider Street), the
walls of Big Hall were lined with high achievers’ names in gold letters. [They are still…] But there are many of us who
made little impact at school (not counting the impact of cane on trouser), but who made it large in life, despite our
secondary education. So, I address those of you who share my personal motto: dies ut obliviscatur… or those oiks
still struggling to survive scholastic Hades.
‘I missed whole chunks of primary schooling, having spent much time in hospital. My borderline 11+ “pass” meant
that I was interviewed, and probably squeaked into MGS from the recitation of lots of jingoistic Kipling that I had not
set out to memorise but which had seeped in from repeated reading. It adumbrated a love of literature that stayed
hidden for the next six years. Do you like Kipling? (The correct answer is “I’ve no idea, I’ve never kippled”).
‘Hidden from view during the oral examination was my dyslexia. In those days, this was called “being too thick to
read”. My spell at MGS was characterised by corporal punishment ironically resulting from my lack of the ability to
spell. I still cannot manage certain words, no matter how often I watch the spellchecker correct them for me, but I
am incredibly good at anagrams! This was pointed out to me by a friend who compiles crosswords for the Times,
when we used to compete to solve them.
‘The 1960s were a time of atomic fear and political unrest. In the late sixties, having a double-barrelled and foreign
name led to my being so often mistaken for a German revolutionary of the Baader-Meinhof persuasion, that the
Labour Party refused me membership. This could, of course, have been because I was also rather to the left of Peter
Kropotkin (look him up) and fond of having my heels trodden on by the Special Patrol Group during marches
through old London town.
‘Midsummer 1966 saw MGS and me part company by mutual consent. On my last day I put an early spin on the
concept of Chutzpah by setting off the fire alarm - breaking a glass during assembly in front of several hundred of
my peers. Summoned by the head I was asked what I thought the effect on my future would be if he expelled me. My
reply borrowed much from the Anglo-Saxon vocabulary, and so I was expelled. Being expelled at the very end of
one’s last day may still be a record I hold, along with the lowest marks ever scored in a French ‘O’ Level and the
largest buttocks ever to have strained a second year’s shorts to their limit. (In the Stone Age, boys were forced to
retain caps and shorts whilst in “Lower” School, from which arose the tradition of littering the Medway with muchabused caps on the last day of one’s second year.)
‘My school career equipped me with five ‘O’ Level passes, a bunch of friends, at least one of whom I am still in
contact with over half a century later, despite our geographical dispersal, and an abiding hatred of the class system
and its manifestation in secondary education.
Page 11

‘I spent a while pursuing various unskilled occupations: dustman, pea canner, ordure shoveller in a cement works,
petrol pumper, supermarket shelf-filler et al, then opted for an ‘A’ Level course at the local college. Here I continued
my lack of distinction, discovering hedonism by acquiring a girlfriend who had her own car. I was voted into a
Student’s Union office, allowing me to organise alcohol-fuelled dances employing completely unknown performers
such as Vanity Fair and the Alan Price Set. I also acquired a second girlfriend whom I went on to marry for a while.
‘Once more my academic prowess was sufficient only to scrape the bare minimum of GCEs and I began to apply to
Teacher’s Training Colleges and a few new Universities. I was turned down by many, despite having grades more
than sufficient for entry, and I only found out why when asked at one interview if I had any idea why I was not being
offered other interviews, to be told it that was because I had been expelled from school. Back then, drugs counsellors
were not ex-junkies and poachers were turned away from potential game-keeping jobs! One principal decided to
take me on and it was not until I arrived to start my training that I found that I had signed up for an all-male college.
Fortunately, as I was given a guided tour I came across a note for me pinned to a notice board telling me I had been
offered a degree course place at Enfield College (now Middlesex University).
‘There I was actually educated! The process was interesting. During that year (1968) many radical staff were
sacked by LSE and found themselves starting a new Social Science Faculty at Enfield. They joined a group of existing
staff, most of whom thought ‘radical’ meant reading the Telegraph rather than the Daily Mail!
‘Our lectures and seminars, tutorials and bar chats were a kaleidoscope of clashing cultures and countervailing
theories. This is THE way to get an education – be exposed to complete opposites, all posing as the only truth – you
are forced to pick the bones clean in a search for your own understanding; it requires something generally not
considered necessary for education – the ability to think!
‘This led me into a career in community work and charity management (after a brief skirmish with academic research
wherein I decided that I would rather retain my soul than gain a PhD by reading hundreds of the most boring books
ever to be published). I was CEO of several charities but I was no world-shaker.
‘Wearing one of those hats I once did a BBC Radio 4 appeal. Shortly afterwards, I received amongst the donations
a cheque for £25 from the bloke who was head of Lower School during my time there. He was known to us “turds”
(the common epithet for year one and two students in my day) as “Froggy” Newcombe. He sent the cheque not
because he thought the cause a good one but, in his words, because “…there surely could not be another person of
that name”, and he had fully expected “…never to hear from or of me after I left school, unless it was when reading
of a report of a criminal court case.”
‘A redundancy brought about by government funding withdrawal led me down a different path which I still follow.
Having spent all of my time working with, and on behalf of, people, I turned to my free time pursuit of bird watching.
In 1997 as the Internet was still in its infancy, I found that the website I needed to pursue my hobby did not exist…
so I created it. www.Fatbirder.com was born and grew, and now is several thousands of pages of information
covering everything about the science of ornithology and the pastime of birding across the world; it has 35,000 links
to other sites like an online signpost. Now it takes over four million hits a month and has made me friends in just
about every country on earth. I also got into birding trips (www.anytimetours.com) and self-interested lobbying for
birders with disabilities (www.birdingforall.com) too. I have written for several magazines in the UK, Australia and
USA and now have a monthly column as the www.grumpyoldbirder.com on line, as well as in a UK magazine. I have
written four zoological eponym dictionaries (how’s that for dyslexic irony) and a couple of other books, as well as
currently working on three others. I’ve had to become computer literate and now work from home, bashing at the
keyboard more or less 24/7. But birding has taken me to 35 countries where I have seen around 2,500 species of
bird and met many erstwhile e-friends.
‘The best e-friend encounter was in the Himalayas. We were there during the festival of Holi. Our guide took us into
a cabin to avoid the paint throwing, saying that everyone would be too drunk by midday to trouble us, so we had
lunch laid on. The cabin already had several birders who were introduced to us and recognised my name as the
person behind ‘Fatbirder’. Overhearing this, an India birder who was also lunching rushed across the cabin and
threw his arms around my neck, telling me his name - we had corresponded for years!
‘So here I am: an abject failure, who is well known in a small but worldwide pond. A dyslexic with half-a-dozen
books published (two by an Ivy League US University) and others waiting in the wings (sorry). Despite the best efforts
of an old school and a profit-motivated world, I got an education and found my place in the world… if you want
more, look at A-Z of birds – A Birder’s Tales From Around The World, at http://www.grumpyoldbirder.com/
index.php?page=a-z-of-birding’
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Colin Bridger (1950 to 1958) wrote from Stroud in Gloucestershire, to give us ‘a brief outline of the past 55
years’.
‘On leaving MGS, I went to St Bartholomew’s and qualified in 1963. I joined the RAF and served in several places
in the UK, but mostly overseas: Aden, Singapore, Cyprus and a very long time in Germany. I always worked in
hospitals and became a Consultant Physician in 1977. I left the RAF as a Group Captain in 1996, but continued
to work for them as a civilian for a few years, mainly in Cyprus.
‘I am glad that the Grammar School is still thriving: I think it a great pity that in many parts of the country they have
ceased to exist.’

‘Who Are They? Where Are They Now?’

The photograph above has been sent to us by Dick Ely (1964) Can anyone name the Maidstonians depicted?
Even better - are you able to put us in touch with any of them?

Peter Day (1949 to 1957) wrote to say, ‘I live in Oxford and, no longer having relatives in Kent, don’t visit the
Maidstone area these days, except rapidly in passing on the M20 going to the car-ferry in Dover! However, I was in
touch with the Headmaster recently, having sent him a copy of my recently-published memoir to place in the school
library; it contains a couple of chapters centred on East Malling - where I grew up - and MGS.
‘After MGS I went to Wadham College, Oxford to read Chemistry, and then on to St John’s, Oxford as Tutorial
Fellow in Chemistry until 1988, when I migrated to Grenoble as Director of a European research institute called the
Institut Laue-Langevin. After that I spent seven years as Director of the Royal Institution in London before deciding
that I had done enough directing for one lifetime! Some of that - and more - is recounted in the memoir, called ‘On
The Cucumber Tree’ (you have to read the quotation on the title page to find out why). The book is obtainable from
Amazon.co.uk.
Graham Hocking’s (1944 to 1949) latest ‘Report from the Antipodes’ refers to potential trade and other disputes
with Indonesia, but in order to avoid sparking a diplomatic incident, we won’t give any details here! However, if you
want to read chapter and verse, we are sure that they are readily available on the Internet.
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Jack Howard (left 2012) writes: ‘It has been over a year since I last e-mailed about my football progress. In my first
year at Loughborough, I was selected for the Loughborough First Team, which became the most successful
Loughborough Football team ever. I trained at Leicester City last season alongside the first team goalkeepers.
During the summer, while I was away from Loughborough, I participated in pre-season with Fulham Reserve team
and was selected to travel to Singapore and Indonesia for an eight-day trip. This year, I am currently on trial at
Coventry City.
‘I have been selected for an exchange to the University of Western Australia where I hope to play for A-league side
Perth Glory.’
Peter W
addell (1962) joined MGS at the age of 13 after Easter 1956, so he was contemporary with those who
Waddell
joined in September 1954. He left as School Captain in 1962, going to Keble College, Oxford, and then on to a
career in education, retiring in 1998. Peter now lives in Surrey.
Martin Lee (Staff:1990 to 2004) wrote from a hotel in Gran Canaria to say that since leaving MGS, he has has
carved out a successful career with Saga Holidays - no mean feat after starting out delivering free newspapers in
Folkestone! So far he has worked mainly in the Canary Islands (full seasons in Lanzarote, Fuerteventura, Tenerife and
Gran Canaria), Madeira (two seasons), Cyprus (two seasons), Calpe (southern Spain, one season), and shorter
periods in western Turkey, Punta Umbria (south-west Spain), La Manga (southern Spain), and Prague.
Martin has thoroughly enjoyed the change from teaching, but also has been able to continue using the languages
he taught so effectively in schools (German, Russian and French). In addition, he has picked up new ones with
varying degrees of proficiency (Spanish, Portuguese, Greek and Turkish), plus smatterings of Czech, Polish, Romanian
and any others which happen to come his way! He has continued to give piano recitals and to thrill guests with his
zany performances in shows. Now in his late fifties, he has also developed a new skill: a particularly flamboyant style
of line dancing!
He strongly recommends the tourist industry, with its opportunities for meeting a whole variety of people and visiting
numerous places, to any students who have specialised in languages. His motto is: ‘Leave teaching before you’re 47
and start living!’ (Editor’s note: Mr Gove won’t like to hear that!)
(Further editor’s note: Martin’s language expertise brings back memories of a documentary about Queens’ College, Cambridge,
which was televised many years ago. The elderly emeritus professor of Sanskrit was wheeled out for the occasion, and it became
evident that he was proficient in a large number of languages. The interviewer asked, ‘How many languages do you speak
fluently?’ He replied, ‘twenty-one, but mind you, I do have to use a dictionary for three of them.’)

~~~~~+++~~~~~

OBITUARIES
Chris
Austin
died
in
September, aged 38, and we
think that he was at MGS,
leaving in the mid-1990s.
Does anyone have further
information about him?

It is with much regret that the Society
records the deaths of Old Maidstonians.
We extend our deepest sympathy to their
families and friends.

Ian Burrell (1956 to 1962)
wrote to tell us about the death
of his brother Alan Burrell (?
To 1956) in August 2013. Ian
was a Praefect when he left the
school.

Tony Webb writes as follows: ‘It is with deep sadness that we have learned of the death of Robin Capon
(6 September 1942 to 17 November 2013), at his home in Lyme Regis. He was 71, and had long been suffering
with cancer, which he bore to the end with great dignity.
‘Robin was born at Wrotham. Very much a Kentish Man, he attended MGS from 1953 to 1960, before going on
to study art at Goldsmiths College London and Brighton College of Art, winning prizes in landscape art from the
Royal Academy. He exhibited with the Young Contemporaries and after a successful period of teaching became
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Head of Art at MGS in September 1973. During the fifteen years he was at the school he accomplished much building and painting sets for school plays, brightening the school corridor with creative work, putting on excellent
art exhibitions for 13+, GCE ‘O’ & ‘A’ Level students, never complaining even when the demands on his time verged
on the unreasonable - single-handed as he was in the early days. In 1981 he took over the onerous post of Head
of Art, Craft, Design and Technology when the new buildings were opened. Although his first love always remained
Fine Art, he never ducked his responsibilities towards the new chicks dumped in his nest by Mrs Thatcher’s cuckoos.
In later years he had more of a team to help him, and it is tribute to his man-management skills that he welded
together a department which ranged from fine art through to metal-working.
‘It is however as a teacher with concern for his students that he is above all to be remembered. His management of
some of the most difficult students in the sixth-form tutor groups he had year after year, was exemplary. Student
artists are notoriously difficult to manage - and Robin managed them all with common sense and skill. Senior
management learned to appreciate that one could always discuss a difficulty or problem with Robin without heat or
rancour - always with courtesy and common sense which made relationships such a pleasure.
‘In 1988 Robin gave up teaching to concentrate on his freelance work and moved to Devon. At first this included
painting, examining for two examination boards and tutoring for the National Extension College, as well as writing.
But before long he was able to focus on journalism and writing books - 36 of them! In the last 25 years of his life he
wrote for a variety of publications, although he was best known for his monthly features in The Artist magazine
(under the pseudonym of Oliver Lange) and also for Leisure Painter. He also wrote occasional features for Dorset
magazine, for by now he had settled at Lyme Regis. His work included reviews, information features and articles on
technique, his specialism being interview features on the work and methods of well-known contemporary artists.
‘Robin leaves Patricia, his wife of 49 years, his son, three daughters and six grandchildren. To all of them we extend
our deepest sympathy.’
John Booth attended Robin’s funeral. He joined the MGS staff at the same time as Robin, and they remained in touch
yons (dates?) was also there.
thereafter. In fact MGS was well represented, as John LLyons
Our Chairman recalls Robin’s schoolboy posters, advertising everything from sports fixtures to school plays. He thinks that Robin
used to sign off each piece with the name ‘Roca’. He also knows Robin’s cousin, Nigel, who runs a butcher’s shop In Rochester.

Tom Grimes (1939 to 1943) died at the age of 84 on 14 October 2013.
Peter Hedgeland (? to 1939) died earlier this year. He joined the Home Guard in 1940, whilst he was a student.
In 1941 he joined The Buffs, gaining a commission and serving in the 8th Army in Egypt, Italy and Austria, where he
was wounded twice. In September 1945, whilst on a brief leave, he married Margaret, and after the war he was
seconded for a year with the Nigerian Regiment until he was demobbed with the rank of Captain.
Peter then joined the family photography business in Maidstone (Sweatman and Hedgeland), and was very respected
in the photographic community, becoming an Associate of the Royal Photographic Society, and in 1952, the British
Institute of Professional Photography. He served as Kent Regional President of BIPP and on the National Council,
and acted as BIPP Benevolent Society Honorary Treasurer from 1956 onwards. Our chairman remembers that
when he was at school, Peter’s company took the school team photographs.
Peter lost his son to polio at about the age of 7 shortly after they had been fishing together. He was very proud that
Rotary, of which he was a leading member, has done so much work to almost eradicate the disease worldwide.
(Editor’s note: Maidstone suffered from a serious polio epidemic in the 1950s. Thanks to the local Rotary Club for some of the
above information.)

Peter’s brother was Air Vice-Marshall Mike Hedgeland (? to 1940).

Ron Dillon (1951 to 1958) wrote to tell us that Brian
William Smith (1951 to ?), known as ‘Biffo’, died in
December 2013, aged 73 years, after a long illness.

We were saddened to learn of the death of James
Spencer (left MGS in about 2001?) at the end of last
year.
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THE ANNUAL SUPPER
This took place on Friday 28 March 2014, preceded
by the Annual General Meeting. A report of the
proceedings will be published in the next Newsletter.

YOUR COMMITTEE 2014-15
Gardner Crawley (1955 -1962) - PPresident
resident
gardner.crawley@dalsterling.com
Richard Ratcliffe (1956 -1964) - Chairman
rbr1@btconnect.com

AND ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
The following offerings were sent to the Treasurer by an
unknown correspondent.

♦ A launderette in Rome: ‘Ladies, leave your clothes
here and spend the afternoon having a good time.’

♦ A bar in Tokyo: ‘Special cocktails for the ladies with
nuts.’

♦ A Danish airline ticket office: ‘We take your bags
and send them in all directions.’

♦ A Hong-Kong tailor: ‘Ladies may have a fit upstairs.’
♦ A Thai dry cleaner: ‘Drop your trousers here for
best results.’

♦ A Parisian Boutique: ‘Dresses for street walking.’
♦ A Majorcan shop: ‘English well talking & Here
speeching American.’

♦ A leaflet for a car rental company in Tokyo: ‘When
passenger of foot heave in sight, tootle the horn.
Trumpet him melodiously at first, but if he still obstacles
your passage then tootle him with vigor.’
~~~~~
A Swedish antacid was advertised using a comic strip
style three-picture layout, the first picture being of a man
who looked terribly ill, the second with him drinking a
glass of the antacid, and the third with him looking
happy and well again. This was a very simple
advertisement, designed to transcend borders. However,
the company had not accounted for the fact that Arabic
speakers read from right to left…
~~~~~

Dr
-Editor (1962 Dr.. Brian White – Secretary; Co
Co-Editor
1969) drbdwhite@gmail.com Telephone
01622 756660 or 07828 925609, or write
to 26 Little Buckland Avenue, Allington,
Maidstone, ME16 0BG
Graham Belson (1960 -1965) Membership
Secretary
reasurer
Secretary,, TTreasurer
oms@oldmaidstonians.org.uk, Tel: 01622
730514 or 07770 738041, or write to 22
Plantation Lane, Bearsted,
Maidstone,
ME14 4BH.
Tony Bishop (1955 -1962)
tony_bishop@btinternet.com
John Clayton (1961 -1968)
j.clayton@hikent.org.uk
James Kinsman (1999 - 2005)
james@macrolevel.co.uk
Dr
eeke (Staff 1989 - 2000)
Dr.. David LLeeke
david@leeke.org.uk
Prof
rof.. Malcolm McCallum (1957 - 1963) –
Webmaster
m.a.h.maccallum@qmul.ac.uk
Ron McCormick (Staff: - 2004)
Peter Sampson (1950 - 1955)
pjesampson@tiscali.co.uk
Simon PPain
ain (1999 - 2005)
simon@macrolevel.co.uk
Peter W
eaver (1950 -1958) Co
-Editor
Weaver
Co-Editor
p.weaver@iee.org
~~~~~

ACHIVIST
We are sorry to report that Tony Webb, our Archivist, has decided to retire from the committee and from his rôle as
Archivist. Many thanks, Tony, for all your excellent work in the last few years.
For this reason this Newsletter does not include a page of archives for sale. They will return as soon as a replacement
for Tony has been found: any offers, please?

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS
Please make a contribution to your Newsletter
Newsletter.. News of and comments from OMs, both recent members and
our erstwhile contempories are interested to know how life has treated
long-- standing ones, are always welcome. Y
Your
long
you, and everyone enjoys reading anecdotes of your life at MGS and beyond. W
e also try to keep members in
We
touch with the society
’s activities. BUT please, please note the copy dates! Y
our editors may get a little terse with
society’s
Your
contributors who produce ‘essential’ copy a few days before we go to print! The copy date for the next edition
is 14 th, June 2014 Also, those who like a printed copy
copy,, please note that a contribution (at least £5 per copy)
would be greatly appreciated.
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OLD MAIDSTONIAN SOCIETY SALES
The Society has ties, blazer badges, scarves, and several historical books about the school for sale. All
the proceeds go to the Society Awards Fund to support the students.
The items should be ordered using the attached Order Form, and payment may be made either by
forwarding a completed form and cheque to the Society at the School, or by internet transfer and sending
an electronic copy of the form to oms@oldmaidstonians.org.uk

Ties
The striped tie is the original Old Maidstonian Society tie with bands of navy blue, white, purple
and old gold. The stock of these ties has been recently replenished, and the new ties are polyester
and slightly larger than the original at 58" in length, and 3½”wide.
The crested tie is a Jacquard Woven Tie with all-over motifs of the crest in gold, red and blue on
a navy background.
Both ties are £8.50 each including post and packing.

Scarves
The Society recently re-introduced scarves, the last time these were
available probably being over 40 years ago. A completely new design
was adopted, again based upon the Society colours of navy blue, white,
purple and old gold. The scarves are of pure wool and are 70" in
length and 10" wide. They have proved extremely popular.
Cost:£30 including post and packing.

Blazer Badges
The Old Maidstonian Society woven badge is approximately 5" x 3" and is designed to be sewn
onto a blazer.
The badges are for sale at £15 including post and packing.

Payment
Facilities are available to make payment using the internet.
The Natwest Bank account details are:
Maidstone Branch, 3 High Street, Maidstone, ME14 1XU
Account:
Old Maidstonian Society
Account no:
00051802
Sort Code:
60-60-08
Please use your surname and initials to assist us in identifying who the payment is from. Would you please also
advise the Membership Secretary either by post, e-mail or letter if you have taken advantage of this facility and
forward a completed order form. Alternatively payment may be made by cheque to: “The Old Maidstonian
Society
Society”” and sent to the school.
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Books
WA C : TTrials
rials and TTriumphs
riumphs of a Grammar School Headmaster A history of Maidstone
Grammar School from 1925 to 1941 through the final report of Headmaster Alfred John Woolgar, MA, and
from 1942 to 1966 in the Speech Day Reports of Headmaster William Arthur Claydon, CBE, MA. The book
was researched and compiled by James Clinch (OM 1936-46, staff 1974-91)
Cost: £6.50 including post and packing.

Gaudeamus: An account of Music at Maidstone Grammar School
Published in 1997, this book is the definitive history of music at the school from the early-1900s with a
prelude by Michael Tillet (Old Maidstonian 1932-29) and postlude by David Leeke (staff 1989-2000, OM
Society President 2012-13).
The book was researched and compiled by James Clinch (OM 1936-46, staff 1974-91)
Cost: £6.50 including post and packing.

MGS 1549 to 1965 - A Record
There are a limited number of hard-back versions of this publication, which is a revised and enlarged version of
G.B.Philips’s short history of the School produced in 1949, the quarter centenary year. G B Philips undertook the
task in his retirement and the work was completed by N W Newcombe. The foreword was written by R R Rylands and
notes that the publication, originally produced in 1965, also brings to an end the era of WA Claydon. (Please note
that most have some sort of marking on the covers, and although in good condition, are not
perfect.)
Cost: £6.50 including post and packing.

A History of Maidstone Grammar School Combined Cadet FForce
orce (1906 – 2006)
Researched and complied by Diana and John Caley, the book was produced to commemorate the
centenary of the Cadet Force at the school. It brought up to date the original history that the authors had
written in 1981 at the 75th anniversary. It contains many pictures along with thirteen appendices of
useful data and information.
Cost: £6.50 including post and packing.

The Old Maidstonian Society Newsletter
Co-Editors: Brian White
Peter Weaver

We Would Like to Hear From You

Tel: 01622 756660 Email: drbdwhite@gmail.co.uk
Tel: 01435 864541 Email: p.weaver@iee.org

Copy date for next edition: June 14th, 2014

The Society is always very pleased to hear from its members. Please update us as to your post-school history, and we
will publish it in the Newsletter and on the website. If you would like to share with us some anecdotes about your time
at the school then please do contact us. E-mail is a particularly convenient method of reaching us and is preferred.
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